On average, people with 
dementia spent less than 12 
minutes each day carrying out 
nstructive actvities, it said. 
_ The study by leading doctors, 
eaded by Dr Robert Howard 
of the Maudsley Hospital, 
London, looked at seven NHS 
id ten private care homes, and 
surveyed 218 residents. 
Sound residents spent less 
than one hour in every six talk- 
ing to other people, and were 
hactive or socially withdrawn 
or almost two hours each day. 
Using official evaulation 
nethods, Mr Howard found all 
even NHS homes and five 
rivate homes needed “radical 
hanges” to bring them up 
m standard. The other 
rivate facilities needed “much 
mprovement”. 
Disability groups said the 
findings, published in the 
British Medical Journal, were 


01752 512222 


www.bakare.co.uk 


Info@bakare.co.uk 


Care shame 


Residential care for people with dementia needs urgent and radical 


provements, a shocking new study has found. 


to be expected. 

A spokesman for Age 
Concern said: “We are alarmed 
by these findings. They confirm 
our ongoing concerns about the 
quality of care for this vulnera- 
ble section of the community. 

“Tt is particularly worrying 
that not one of the survey 
group living in nursing homes 
or hospital wards was experi- 
encing a fair standard of care.” 

Harry Cayton, chief execu- 
tive of the Alzheimers Society, 
said: “It’s appalling, but I am 
not surprised. 

“Tt confirms what many peo- 
ple with dementia and their 
carers have been saying for 
years, that the quality of care 
that people receive, particularly 
in terms of activities and quality 
of life, is very poor.” 

Levadded:) Lack oftsocial 
interaction is one of the symp- 
toms of poor care, not of 


TRY ONE 
with our unique 
7-day Money Back 
Guarantee 
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dementia itself. Without human 
relationships, such as between a 
person and a staff member, you 
don’t have quality of life.” 

Gail Elkington, policy officer 
for Help the Aged, added: 
“This is indicative of a national 
situation, where a lack of spe- 
cialist training and under- 
staffing results in people with 
dementia not getting the quali- 
ty of care and constructive 
activities they need.” 

The charities called for better 
training for care staff and 
increased government funding 
to bring homes up to standard. 

Meanwhile, a report* by the 
Mental Health Foundation 
called for health professionals 
to inform people with dementia 
of their diagnosis. 

*Tell Me the Truth, free from 
www.mentalhealth.org.uk 

or £10 for a bound copy, 

tel: 020 7535 7441 


The 


campaigning 


newspaper 
that puts you in 


the picture 


Sign of the times: precocious tot Diana Graham signs for 
photographers. She has fully mastered sign language at the ripe age 
of two, allowing her to communicate with her deaf mother, Susan. 


Foetal rights disputed | Boiler 


The Disability Rights 
Commission has come under 
fire after it failed to demand a 
change to abortion laws which 
allow termination of disabled 
babies up to the point of birth. 

Other foetuses cannot be 
aborted beyond 24 weeks. About 
90 disabled foetuses are aborted 
beyond this period each year. 

After a consultation with 
disability groups, the DRC 
branded the Abortion Act 
1967, “offensive to many peo- 
ple” and said it reinforced 
“negative stereotypes”. 

It said there was “substan- 
tial support” for the view that 
the law did not value disability 
equally. 

But the DRC stopped short 
of calling for a change to the 
law. 

The DRC has pledged to 
work to help educate the 
medical profession and lobby 
the Government so that 
prospective parents get bal- 
anced, positive information. 

At present doctors can 


present the birth of a disabled 
child as a tragedy, charities said. 

But Sheila Blair, acting chair 
of the British Council of 
Disabled People, said: “I am 
outraged that the DRC are 
hedging this issue. We believe 
the Act is discriminatory.” 

Liz Sayce, director of com- 
munications and change at the 
DRC, defended the decision 
not to call fora change in 
the law. 

She said:“We want to stick 
to the priorities that we have set 
through proper consultation. 
There are 8.5 million disabled 
people who have been born and 
there are some very pressing 
issues around education, 
employment and transport.” 

But Jack Scarisbrick, nation- 
al chairman of of anti abortion 
group Life, was jubilant. He 
said: “It is a significant assault 
on eugenic abortion.” 

The Association for Spina 
Bifida and Hydrocephalus 
backed the call for doctors to 
give balanced advice to parents. 


blunder 


A disabled woman waiting for a 
new boiler since January was 
left in tears after an agency 
which gives heating improve- 
ment grants said she would 
have to pay £600 to install it. 

Mistakes by EAGA 
Partnership which hands out 
the grants for the Government 
meant that it used up part of a 
£1,000 grant to pay for wall 
insulation even though Janice 
Finch’s priority was to have a 
new boiler. 

EAGA admitted its mistake 
after being contacted by DN 
and agreed to pay the full 
£1,200 cost of the work. 

Ms Finch, 34, of Bourne- 
mouth, said: “I wonder how 
many other people are left in 
this situation.” 

The Government is to launch 
a major fuel poverty strategy in 
the autumn. DN believes this 
should include provision for 
winter fuel payments for severely 
disabled people of working age. 


2 News 


Benefit fraud myth 


Disability groups have criticised 
the government for its focus on 
tackling benefit fraud, 
a new report by National 


Statistics showed less than one 


per cent of claims for Incapacity 
Benefit (IB) were fraudulent. 
Campaigners believe minis- 
ters should look at whether 
enough money is put into bene- 
fits, instead of concentrating on 


after 


Mike Hurdiss, benefits policy 
“These 
results put paid to the myth 


officer at Scope, said: 


that there are thousands of 
people claiming IB when they 
shouldn’t be”. 

“The impression has been 
given recently that it’s easy to 
get onto IB, and that there are 
people on the benefit who 
shouldn’t be, but that simply 


“a non-existent problem”. isn’t the case.” 


BAMBACH 


Making a difference 


When Cerebral Palsy patient Greg Hutchinson was 
assessed at the age of three his parents were told that 
handwriting would be out of the question, as whenever 
he sat down his body would collapse into a slouching 
position. It would be impossible for him to join in with the 
class as he would have to concentrate on simply 
keeping his balance. Greg was one of the first children 
in the U.K. to try the relatively new Bambach Saddle 
Seat from Australia, with spectacular results. He can 
now sit comfortably upright, has learned to write and is 
able to join in all the class lessons. Both Greg and his 
parents are delighted that a simple chair has made so 


much difference to so many areas of his life. 


Try the solution yourself 
FREE 14 DAY TRIAL 
Call now 0800 581 108 


QAMBACH' 


Bambach Saddle Seat (Europe) Ltd 

Unit A2 The Seedbed Centre, 

Langston Road, Loughton, Essex IG10 3TQ 
E-mail: bambach.europe @ virgin.net 


Howzat: Philip Dawes (right) and blind and visually impaired 
friends showed Les Pattison of the firm HealthSure their cricketing 
skills at a sports day funded by the company. 


Motability anger 


The husband of a disabled 
woman claims he was told he 
would have his car taken away 
by a national charity unless he 
had scratches removed from 
the keyhole. 

Laurie Richards, 63, and his 
wife June, 60, were told to 
get the damage repaired by 
Motability in July. 

Mrs Richards has had a 
stroke. 

Mr Richards said: “The car 
is two years old and it is used 
by a disabled person. Do they 
expect it not to have scratches 
around the keyhole?” 

Ed Passant, chief executive 
of the Disabled Drivers’ Motor 


Freedom and 


Mobility with ELAP 
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original car seat 
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dread that car journey. 
Let ELAP transform 
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the freedom and 
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® Easy to install 


» Original seat may be 
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Club, said it had also had a 
surge in complaints from dri- 
vers falling foul of Motability’s 
fair wear and tear conditions 
and being given repair bills. 

He said: “I would have 
thought that Motability could 
be more flexible.” 

He feared the finance com- 
pany behind the charity was 
putting its own interests above 
that of customers. 

A Motability spokesman said 
a slump in used car prices meant 
cars not kept in good condition 
caused the scheme a loss when 
they were resold, but the charity 
was working on ways to reduce 
the impact of this. 
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Guide dogs access 
The Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association will launch 4 
campaign aimed at encourag- 
ing pubs and restaurants to 
welcome guide dog users. 

The charity said many venues 
did not know they were obliged 
to accept the dogs under the 


Disability Discrimination Act. 


Involving parents 
Parents’ knowledge about their 
disabled child should be an inte- 
gral part of planning joined uf 
services for the child, a new man- 
ual* for professionals has said. 
*The Team Around the Child 
£9.95, tel: 0161 740 7757. 
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‘A planned merger between the 
UK’s two main motoring 
organisations for disabled 
people has fallen through. 

The Disabled Drivers’ Motor 
Club and the Disabled Drivers’ 
Association had hoped that a 
merger would allow them to 
campaign with a single voice 
and act more strongly in the 
interests of disabled motorists 
as a larger organisation pooling 
resources. 

But Ed Passant, DDMC 
chief executive, said that the 
DDA had made unacceptable 
demands for the DDMC office 
to close. This would have meant 
almost certain redundancy 
for staff who would not be 
able to relocate to the DDA’s 
office. 

He said: “We remain commit- 
ted to merger and would like to 
go on talking. 

“We are not willing to close 


New symbols unveiled 


The Countryside Agency (CA) 
has launched a new set of sym- 
bols which can be used in 
guides to give information 
about accessible walks in the 
country. 

The symbols cover things 
like steps and toilets. The CA 
hopes they will be adopted 
nationally. 

They have already been used 
in a guide Accessible Thames, 
free from libraries. 


Contents 


erger meltdown 


our offices and effectively sack 
all our staff which is essentially 
what the DDA is requiring for 
merger. That perhaps is the 
biggest stumbling block.” 

The DDA said negotiating 
teams had reached agreement 
on some but not all areas 
and it was the DDMC which 
had backed out. It said in a 
statement that it 
willing to enter into further 
talks, “having negotiated and 
reached agreement in good 
faith.” 

The two organisations tried 
to merge 20 years ago and the 
latest talks failure disappointed 
other campaigners. 

John Killick of the Disabled 
Motorists’ Federation, said: 
“It is a pity. I think we would 
serve disabled motorists better 
if we were all working 
together. We would have a 
more united voice.” 


was not 


More than a haircut 


Barbers shops should be used 
to reach black people with 
mental health problems so they 
can be offered help early, a new 
government guide for mental 
health workers has said. 
Making It Happen said young 
black men were more likely to 
end up on psychiatric wards than 
other groups. They could be 
reached if health professionals 
contacted their barbers. 
Meanwhile Dale Ashman is 
to create a website for people 
with borderline personality 
disorders, supported by Mind. 
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We are sailing: Trevor Jones, who is paralysed from the shoulders down, set off on a 2,500 mile voyage 
around Britain on 6 August. It is believed that he and his wheelchair-using crew are the first people 
with severe disabilities to captain and crew such a voyage. 


Tribunal charges spell trouble 


The government has come 
under fire over plans to charge 
people who take cases to 
employment tribunals. 

The plans are part of a con- 
sultation aimed at reducing the 
number of cases brought before 
tribunals which has trebled to 
130,000 since 1991. 

The charges could be as high 
as £100 and campaigners fear it 
could deter people from bring- 
ing cases under the Disability 
Discrimination Act. While 


those on benefits would be 
exempt from charges, cam- 
paigners fear this will not safe- 
guard people who walk out of a 


maa a We 
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job because of discrimination 
and are not entitled to benefits. 

Kate Nash chief executive of 
disability charity RADAR, said: 
“This will only act as a barrier 
to civil rights for disabled peo- 
ple. We’re outraged.” 

Simon Foster principal solic- 
itor at Mind, said it was diffi- 
cult enough for someone with 
depression to bring a case after 
being demoralised by a work 
dispute, and the charge was just 
another barrier. 

“Imposing a payment Is seri- 
ously going to deter people 
who have a very good claim 
from pursuing it,” he said. 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
compared our prices” 


You could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds with this 
Brand New Pricewatch 
PriceGuide from Mobility 
Matters, a group of independent 
showroom based distributors. 


Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 


Call the 24 hour request line 
now on 08705 134130 

or write to 

Mobility Matters, 

Dept DN0901, Freepost 


NHO0170, Kettering, NN14 6BR. 


But charities welcomed pro- 
posals for more dispute resolu- 
tion in the workplace, with 
higher awards given to individu- 
als whose employer did not have 
a conciliation system in place. 

Ministers have also dropped 
plans to publish the names 
of everybody taking a case to 
a tribunal on the internet. 
Campaigners feared this would 
make=it-much»-easier—for 
prospective employers to check 
up on a job applicant’s history. 
Routes to Resolution: Improving 
Dispute Resolution in Britain: 
www.dti.gov.uk/er/individuallet. 
htm 


AMIAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES 
ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY FAR TOO 
MUCH FOR A SCOOTER, POWERCHAIR, 
STAIRLIFT, BATHLIFT, RISER ARMCHAIR, -== 
BED OR OTHER MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 


vt oe Mobility 
Products 


alarmingly, you could end up 
paying £100’s more for exactly 
the same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. The new 
PriceGuide explains what to 
look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so you 
are less likely to get caught out. 
It’s free and it’s invaluable. You 
will be sent a copy from your 
closest distributor along with 
our popular advisory booklet for 
scooters and powerchairs which 
gives you the important 
questions to ask before 
committing yourself. Before you 
choose, read and learn. 
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4News 


Great expectations 


Nine times Paralympic gold 
medallist Tanni  Grey- 
Thompson and her husband 
lan are expecting a baby. 

Tanni told DN: “We are 
both very excited about it. So 
far it it has been quite a big 
challenge. 

“T have been feeling sick, but 
I am told that will wear off. It 
feels quite strange because | 


haven’t had that many illnesses 
before.” 

She added: “We don’t want 
to know what sex it will be, we 
want a surprise.” 

Tanni said she will continue 
training during her pregnancy, 
and hopes to compete in next 
year’s Commonwealth Games 
after the baby is born in 
February. 


Watchdog 
welcomed 


A new health watchdog wil 
regulate health workers ang 
give people a right of appea 
against doctors’ decisions fo 
the first time. 

The» Council» for <a 
Regulation of Healthcare (CRH 
will oversee the work of bodie 
that currently regulate doctors 
nurses, dentists, physiothera 


pists, opticians, pharmacists 
chiropractors and osteopaths. 
It will have the power to loo 


aa 


Si = a ee into decisions made by healt 
O ““) Com an ee professionals, and take them tc 
er Aes ‘. ae p y ‘ . ; the High Court if necessary. 

- Mace) The news was welcomed b 


campaigners. A spokesman fo 
the Stroke Association said 


nfinite possibilities” 


“There’s a desperate need fo 
this. We hope patients will b 
at the centre of the council.” 
Emily Butler, policy anc 
campaigns officer for Englane 
at Arthritis Care, said it wa: 
vital for people to have a voice 
particularly when things hav 
gone wrong. 

The government is current] 
consultating on how the CR 
would work. 

Copies of the consultatio 
document are available by 
fax on 01623 724524, or on the 
internet at www.doh.gov.uk 
modernisingregulation 
Comments must be in by 3( 
September. 


Services 
declined 
for blind 


Blind and partially sighted peo 
ple are being failed by a post 
code lottery in health and socia 
services, a new report has said. 

The study*, by the Improving 
Lives Coalition, an alliance of 
diability charities, said special 
ist service, including rehabilita 
tion support, are declining 
while those services that are 
available are often neither ade 
quate nor appropriate. Other 
are too expensive, it added. 

The report said the current 
system allowed blind and par 
tially sighted people to become 
ill and dependent on others 
prematurely. 

It called for visually impaired 
people to be more involved 
in planning services, and fo 
higher standards to be applied 
nationally. 

Dan Vale, senior campaigns 
manager at the Royal National 
dem r on & design r to visit one of our installations | Institute for the Blind, said: “Tf 
FF woe - = you are blind or partially sight- 
13 Broad Lane Business Centre, Westfield Lane, SouthfEImsall, WF9 23x )1 414 6 ed in the UK today, the level 
e-mail dem6@sensoryco.cas and quality of the services you 

get is a lottery.” 
“Improving Lives, £5, tel: 0845 

702 3152. 
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News 5 


‘Trains are a pain 


A disabled man was thrown 
off a train and left on the 
platform by a guard who 
claimed his electric buggy was 
too big to take on board. 
Mike Watson was already 
on the train at Ely station, 
but was told to get off, even 
though he had rung Central 
Trains previously and been 
told he could travel. 
Mr Watson, who has dislo- 
cated hips, rheumatoid arthri- 
tis and osteoarthritis, said he 
was “humiliated” by the expe- 
rience. 
He added: “I have used lots 


of other train companies 
without a problem.” 

A spokesman for Central 
Trains said its policy was not 
to allow scooters on board. 
Staff who took his booking 
should have known that, he 
added. 

Meanwhile, the first train 
in the UK to meet all the 
requirements of the Disability 
Discrimination Act is now in 
service. 

The fully accessible Class 
333" train-1s “operated * by 
Arriva Trains Northern in the 
Leeds and Bradford area. 


Pro and con: Bert Massie 


Porridge pays out 


A man who claims he was 
treated unfairly by the prison 
service because of his disability 
has won a landmark victory 
which will have implications 
for other disabled prisoners. 
The man, who does not 
want to be named, was sent to 
Horfield prison after being sen- 
tenced to nine months in 
February 1998 for handling 
stolen goods. He was later 
transferred to Leyhill Open 
prison but sent back to 
Horfield because of his mobili- 


ss 


ty impairment, even though 
Leyhill is accessible. 

Horfield is meant for people 
who have committed serious 
offences, and is much stricter, 
with limited recreation, enter- 
tainment and visits. 

The man brought the 
case under the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA), and 
was given £3,500 compensation 
by the Home Office in an out of 
court settlement. It also covered 
all his legal costs. 

The man’s solicitor, Paul 


(left) of the Disability Rights 
Commission, posed in front of the UK’s first fully accessible train, 
while Mike Watson (above) was booted from Central. 


Daniels, said: “The way he was 
treated was a gross affront to 
his personal dignity. He had to 
face much worse prison condi- 
tions because of his disability. 

“This is a landmark deci- 
sion. It is the first case in which 
a prisoner has obtained com- 
pensation from a prison follow- 
ing disability discrimination.” 

A spokesman for the Home 
Office said the Prison Service 
would implement the DDA. She 
added they had apologised, but 
did not admit liability. 


Top care job 


Disability Rights Commissioner 


Jane Campbell was appointed 
as the chair of the government’s 
new Social Care Institute of 
Excellence, which aims to 
promote best practice in care. 

The news comes as the gov- 
ernment carries out consulta- 
tion on new guidance to make 
access for care services fairer 
across the country. 

Among the recommenda- 
tions are that councils should 
give people help and support 
before their need becomes 
urgent. It emphasises the need 
for people to be independent. 

At present, care provision 
varies around the country. 

See also page 15. 

Consultation information 

is available on the web: 
wwww.doh.gov.uk/scg/facs 

Send comments by 12 October. 


Home row 


Scottish private care home 
owners have warned they may 
stop taking local authority 
funded residents after a bid to 
resolve a long-running dispute 
over underfunding hit a hurdle. 

Scottish Care, which repre- 
sents owners, says they are not 
paid enough by councils for the 
placements, and that five 
Scottish care homes close each 
month as a result. 

Owners are angry the 
Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities (Cosla) did not 
attend a meeting to discuss set- 
ting up an independent review 
group to look into the problem. 

But a Cosla spokesman said 
it was not given enough time to 
prepare for the meeting. Cosla 
was still committed to resolving 


the dispute, he added. 


DN is planning a 
feature on the impact 
of ageing on disability. 
If you would like to 
be involved, phone 
020 7619 7323 


A cosier home 
can cost you 
nothing. 


The Warm Front Team can help to make your home 
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warmer and healthier with a FREE Government grant. 


If you're 60 or over, disabled, or have children under 


16, and receive certain benefits you may be eligible. 
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6 News 


Blair heeds transport woes 


The Prime Minister has invited 
disabled people to have their say 
about how difficulties with 
transport can exclude them from 
work, education and society. 

The consultation is being car- 
ried out by the Social Exclusion 
Unit, which will report back to 
Tony Blair on how public trans- 
port can be improved to help 
people on low incomes partici- 


pate fully in society. 
Disabled people are among 


Gob: fhe FOR THE BLIND ASSOCIATION 


the groups the researchers are 
most keen to hear from. 

Alun Francis, access develop- 
ment officer at disability chari- 
ty RADAR, welcomed the con- 
sultation. He said transport 
was vital in all aspects of life. 

“To a large degree, disabled 
people are still excluded from 
the transport network,” he 
said. “And if people can’t access 
transport, they can’t get jobs 
and Garelisolated ml nisnean 


Easy rider: Mike Newman, 39, broke the Sime land speed mond 
record for a blind person on a motor bike in North Yorkshire, 
raising £5,000 for the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. 
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affect someone’s state of 
mind, for example, by causing 
depression.” 

But he added that transport 
did not just need to be accessi- 
ble; it needed to be affordable. 
The consultation document is 
available at www.socialexclu- 
sionunit.gov.uk or call 020 7276 
2097. Responses must be in by 
26 October, and a report will 
be sent to the Prime Minister 
next year. 


Motorists 
miss out 


Disabled people may be losing 
out on thousands of pounds 
when they buy cars because they 
are not aware of VAT exemp- 
tions introduced in the budget. 

The new rules make vehicles 
bought and adapted for wheel- 
chair users exempt from VAT 
even if they do not sit in the 
wheelchair while in the car. 

Carol Garrett general man- 
ager at adaptations firm Elap 
Engineering, said: 

“The majority of people 
coming to us do not know 
about it, and most motor deal- 
ers do not know about it.” 

Sarah shammond)25e.ot 
Tonbridge paid the full £12,000 
price on a VW Golf in April. 
She later found that she should 
have been exempt from VAT. 
But she was told that she 
couldn’t get a refund without 
proof that the dealer was given 
incorrect information when he 
rang customs officials. 

David Walker of adaptation 
firm Autochair Ltd said more 
needed to be done to publicise 
the scheme. See also page 16. 
Customs and Excise helpline: 
O&45 010 9000 


Join DN’s campaigns 


Questionnaires calling 

for winter fuel payments and 
an end to parking abuse can 
be found on the DN website 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
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Toilets talk — in 2006 


A Cheshire company is to 
develop a £5,000 talking toilet 
that alerts the user to illness. 

theetoter will sanalyse 
human waste and tell users if 
they are at risk of conditions 
like diabetes. 

The Versatile Interactive Pan 
(VIP) which is to be made by 
Twyford Bathrooms will also 


Volunteers awarded 
Disabled people doing volun- 
tary work are being sought as 
nominees for the Whitbread 
Volunteer Action Awards. 

Organisers want to show 
that disabled people can make 
active contributions to the 
community rather than simply 
being recipients of help. 

Regional winners receive 
£1,000 with a further £1,000 
given to the national winner. 
Closing date 28 September, tel: 
020 7520 8916. 


Spice up your life 

The Association to Aid 
the Personal And, Sexual 
Relationships for People with a 
Disability (SPOD) has launched 
a website giving information 
and advice. www.spod-uk.org 


FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
DISABILITY 
EMPLOYMENT 
HELPLINE 


We can help if you have a disability or health problem and 
require general employment advice. 


phone us if you live in; 
Greater London, Berks, Beds, Bucks, Essex 
Hampshire/l.o.W, Herts, Kent, Oxon, Surrey, Sussex. 


9am to 5pm Monday to Friday 
FREEPHONE 0800 328 4933 


voice or text 


London & South East Region 
Disability Services 


Employment o 
Service 


You haven't 

washed, your 
hands, an 5 Ui 

why cant 
you close the 


lid? 
Ty pl cal. bloke 


have voice recognition. The 
bowl will rise or lower to suit 
the needs of a range of peopl 
including those with disabill 
ties. It would operate by voice 
command or by buttons. 

The toilet will even have 
e-mail capability and coulc 
notify doctors of any problems. 

It should be on sale by 2006. 


Right-to-die 
court challenge 


A terminally ill woman has 
launched a legal battle for the 
right to have help to die. 

Diane Pretty, of Luton, who 
has motor neurone disease, is 
challenging the Director of 
Public Prosecutions (DPP). 
after he refused to guarantee 
her husband Brian would not 
be prosecuted if he helped het 
commit suicide. 

She lodged papers issuing 
the challenge at the High Court 
in August, seeking permission 
for a judicial review. Her case, 
brought under the Human 
Rights Act, is backed by the 
Voluntary Euthanasia Society 
and Liberty. 

Meanwhile, senior doctors 
have said that new General 
Medical Council (GMC) draft 
guidance on when they can 
stop treating terminally ill 
people may be unlawful. 

In a letter to the Daily 
Telegraph in August, leading 
doctors said the guidance 
“appeared to allow” the with- 
olding of fluids to cause death. 
This is and should stay unlaw- 
ful, they said. 

But the GMC and the 
government said the guidance 
had been checked by lawyers. 

The United Nations Human 
Rights Commission fears the 
euthanasia laws in the 
Netherlands do not properly 
prevent abuse of the system. It 
fears that people may be pushed 
into agreeing to euthanasia. 
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A London woman 
has had her 
disabled parking 
badge stolen three 
times this year. 

The badges give free parking 
to disabled people. 

As a result of her badge being 
stolen in May, Kirsteen Knight, 
31, a researcher with Radio 4, 
faced a battle to have subse- 
quent parking fines cancelled. 
Now it has been stolen again. 

She said: “I worry about the 
scale of this and how intimidat- 
ing it could be for older and 
other disabled people.” 

Douglas Campbell executive 
director of the Disabled Drivers’ 
Association (DDA) said an 
ongoing government review of 
the badge scheme must make 


Mon-Sun 24 hours 


cCOSS wit 
2001 parking campaign 


Thrice thefted: Kirsteen Knight 


badge theft less attractive. And 
he called on the government to 
end the delay in publishing a 
consultation on the scheme. 
The review began in spring 
2000 and the consultation docu- 
ment was expected by Easter. 
The review was to look at 
every aspect of the scheme. 


This might include entitlement 
and abuse. 

Mr Campbell said: “I'm very 
disappointed. We’ve waited 
ages since the election for any 
action.” 

The DDA is a member of the 
Baywatch Campaign, involving 
Disability Now, the Disabled 
Drivers’ Motor Club and the 
British Polio Fellowship. The 
campaign aims to clampdown 
on the abuse of badges and 
disabled parking spaces. 

Meanwhile, a spokesperson 
for Deputy Prime Minister 
John Prescott has insisted that 
Mr. Prescott’s car was only 
slightly overlapping a disabled 
parking bay in July when 
wheelchair user Mark Baggley 
asked him to move it. 


Looking to users for drug 


Disabled people 
taking cannabis 
for medical rea- 
sons are to give 
evidence stow a 
high profile commons commit- 
tee which for the first time will 
consider whether drugs should 
be legalised. 

- The Home Affairs Select 
Committee* is to look at the 
whole issue of drugs. 

. Andrew Caldwell, 54, of 
Huddersfield, who takes 
cannabis to relieve multiple scle- 
fosis Symptoms, 1s to write to 
the committee giving evidence. 


Footy guide published 
Disabled football fans can get a 
free guide to the facilities at 
English Premier league and con- 
ference clubs. 

The Guide to Grounds* has 
been created by the National 


Association of Disabled 
Football Supporters and mobile 
phone company One2One. 
‘Free, tel.: 020 8310 3789, 


Landmark recognition 

Wheelchair Nesad 
Causevic, 37, a sales represen- 
tative for Gerald Simonds 
Healthcare, is the first disabled 
person to register with the 
British Healthcare Trades 
Association. The registration 
scheme aims to set standards 
and regulate those who work in 


the field. 


user 


Correction 

The phone number for the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation’s 
report The Impact of Childhood 
Disability on Family Life in the 
July issue was incorrect and 
should have read 01904 430033. 


He is a member of the Alliance 
for Cannabis Therapeutics. 

He said: “The parties will 
have to address this issue.” 

Meanwhile, the Orkney 
home of medicinal cannabis 
campaigner Biz Ivol, 53, who 
has multiple sclerosis, was raid- 
ed by police in August. 

The Canadian government 
has legalised cannabis for med- 
ical use. This has prompted the 
Canadian Medical Association 
to express concerns about the 
dangers of smoking the drug. 

The British company GW 
Pharmaceuticals has extended 


AWS 


its medical trials of the drug to 
Canada, involving people with 
multiple sclerosis, spinal cord 
injury and other forms of chron- 
ic pain. 

Its executive chairman, Dr 
Geoffrey Guy, said: “We remain 
committed to the view that a 
non-smoked form of cannabis 
medicine offers the best solu- 
tion for patients.” 

* Home Affairs Committee, 
Second Clerk of the Committee, 
House of Commons, 

7 Millbank London, SW1P 3JA. 
Written evidence should be in by 
28 September. 


(KOLLER 


SAFETY RESTRAINT ENGINEERS 


and SAFER 


KOLLER manufacture 
and sell a whole range 
of equipment to make 
life easier and safer 
for the wheelchair user, 
including: 
© Portable Ramps for 
edsier ACcess 


@ Wheelchair Headrests 
for comfort and added 
safety. 


@ A comprehensive range 
of wheelchair/occupant 
restraints for accessible 
vehicles, tested to the 
latest safety standards. 


For more information and a FREE brochure 


Telephone: 01935 426695 


Fax 01935 433766 


Email: koller.engineering@virgin.net 
Trade enquiries welcome * Major credit cards accepted 


Koller Engineering Ltd. Unit 3, Edward Close, 


Houndstone Business Park, YEOVIL 


Somerset, BA22 8RU. 


Gaining insight: Gail Porter, Sean Hughes and Linda Robson 
donned glasses simulating visual impairment in Channel 4’s 
Celebrity Blind Man’s Bluff, broadcast in July. 


Implants may not be enough 


Campaigners have welcomed an 
official report from Europe that 
said deaf children given contro- 
versial cochlear implants should 
also be taught sign language. 

The report*, by the Council 
of Europe, found children given 
these implants to help them 
hear needed intensive rehabili- 
tation afterwards to ensure the 
Operation was a success. 

It also said children who had 
not learned a language before 
having the operation needed to 
learn sign language, and not just 
rely on the implant. In Britain, 
children given these implants are 
not automatically offered the 
chance to learn sign language. 


Supporters of 


Help the Aged 
Help the Aged is a registered charity no. 272786 
ee ee ee ee ee ee 
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Name 


However awkward 
or winding your 
staircase, 

there’s sure 

to be a Stannah 
Stairlift that’s 

right for you. 


0800 715 124 ExT. 1799 


The findings were welcomed 
by the British Deaf Association 
(BDA). A spokesman said: “For 
many deaf children, cochlear 
implants can leave them strand- 
ed between deaf and hearing 
worlds. Cochlear implants are 
not a cure for deafness and a 
deaf child with an implant is 
still a deaf child.” 

He added the BDA had 
“serious 
implants and wanted to see 
more research carried out into 
their long-term affects. 

* Cochlear implants 

in deaf children, § Euros 
(approx £5), fax: 33 388 41 27 80, 
e-mail: publishing@coe.int 
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8 News 


The price of drug delays 


More than half of all health 
authorities are refusing to pro- 
vide a new drug for rheumatoid 
arthritis, a survey has found. 
Arthritis Care, which carried 
out the research, is accusing 
health authorities of using 
delays by the National Institute 
for Clinical Excellence (NICE) 
in making recommendation on 
prescribing the Anti TNF drugs 
as an excuse not to fund 
them. The government already 
recommends that health 
authorities do not wait for such 


guidance before prescribing 
drugs, the charity said. 

The drugs cost up to £8,000 
a year and have been available 
for more than a year. But NICE 
is not due to make its recom- 
mendations until March 2002. 

Dr Andrew Bamji, of the 
British Society for Rheuma- 
tology, said: “Many people are 
being denied valuable treat- 
ments for financial reasons. 
This is unfair and divisive.” 

Health authorities were 
pleading poverty or saying they 


had other priorities, he said. 

Neil Betteridge, head of pub- 
lic policy and campaigning at 
Arthritis Care, said the findings 
were “outrageous.” 

Meanwhile NICE has been 
asked by the government to 
look at treatments for epilepsy, 
diabetes and manic depression. 
The news came after NICE pro- 
visionally rejected the drug beta 
interferon for multiple sclerosis. 
Ministers have agreed to talks 
with the MS society on this. 
Also see page 12. 


hy 


Yee-haa!: Katie Thompson, 25, posed for a saucy fundraising calender made by Riding for the Disabled 


in Leeds to help train one of its members for the paralympic squad. £8, tel: 0113 2771962 


West Sussex coast 


Homes for young people with 
physical disabilities ....... 


easy access to shops, 
cafes, pubs..... 


adapted transport for 
cinemas, concerts, 
clubs and colleges. 


To find out more 
Gill Donovan 
on 01243 672989 


Registered charity no. 299206 


Copyright 
agreements 
are not for 
everyone 


People with learning difficulties 
have been left out of a new 
copyright agreement allowing 
disabled people to make alter- 
native format copies of books, 
maps and sheet music. 

The new guidelines apply to 
people who are visually 
impaired or who are unable to 
use books because of a physical 
disability, allowing them to 
make single copies in alterna- 
tive formats without seeking 
the rights holders permission. 

A spokesman for Mencap 
said: “Learning disabilities are 
all too often given a lesser pri- 
ority than other impairments. 
We are saddened to find the 
needs of our members have 
once again been overlooked.” 

The law says that the holder 
of copyright has to give permis- 
sion each time someone wants 
to make a copy, but this takes 
time and can be costly. 

The new guidelines are the 
result of a voluntary agreement 
between groups that represent 
rights holders, such as the 
Publishers’ Association and 
Ordnance Survey. 

They were welcomed by the 
Royal National Institute for the 
Blind. 

Copyright officer Marilyn 
Oldershaw said: “This is a 
huge step forward.” 

The guidelines are available 
in full at www.pls.org.uk. 


Lamp posts talk back 


The UK’s largest “talking lamp 
posts” project to help visually 
impaired people find their way 
around town centres has been 
launched in Leeds. 

The Wayfinding system uses 
special lamp posts which speak 
when a visually impaired person 
with a special card walks past. 

The card triggers a voice unit 
which gives out information 


about the surrounding area and 
directions to nearby locations in 
a variety of languages. 

The scheme in Leeds will be 
the largest in the UK when com- 
plete. Sixty “talking lamp posts” 
will be located in the city centre. 

The project is a partnership 
between the Joint Mobility Unit 
and the Association of Blind 
Asians (Leeds). 


Tony’s Holistic Centre 


As featured in The Guardian and Disability Now 


Tony’s Holistic Centre specialises in providing information, 
consultation and medication to individuals with: 


HIV, Cancer, MS, Arthritis 
and Chronic Pain 


10 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N1 9DU 
Tel; 020 7837 5223"Fax: 020 7837 5554 
E-mail: tonysorganics@hotmail.com 


News 


review 


DN rounds up 

news covered in 
the mainstream 
media over the 
last few weeks 


Probing brain theft — 
The government launched an | 
inquiry into hospitals taking 
the brains of people with 
mental health problems for | 
medical research once they 
die without asking the per-_ 
mission of their families. It | 
follows a campaign by Elaine | 
Isaacs, whose husband’s 
brain was removed after his 
death without her consent. 


Waiting list worries 
A National Audit Office 
report found doctors were 
operating on people with 
minor conditions and delay- 
ing treatment for those with — 
more serious conditions in 
order to meet government 
waiting list targets. One hos- 
pital delayed treatment for 
people with serious breath- 
ing problems so that waiting 
times for routine ear, nose 
and throat conditions were 
not exceeded. 


Two shootings 

Two people with mental 

health problems were shot 

and killed by police. Derek 

Bennett was shot in Brixton 

when marksmen saw him 

holding a  gun-shaped 
lighter. In a separate inci- 

dent, Andrew Kernan of 
Liverpool was fatally shot in 

the chest while waving a 

Samurai sword in the street. 

His mother had involved 

police as a last resort after 

the psychiatric help she 

requested proved inadequate. 


Survivor gives birth 
Car crash victim Chastity 
Cooper gave birth to a 
healthy daughter, despite 
being in a coma for most of 
her pregnancy. Chastity, a 
mother-of-two from Kentucky, 
sustained head injuries and 
was paralysed in an accident 
last November. 


Dubya praised 
American President George 
W Bush praised the House 
of Representatives for voting 
to ban cloning of human 
embryos for research into 
treatments for medical con- 
ditions. The President has 
also refused to fund stem cell 
research using cells from 
new embryos for medical 
research. 
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News 9 


A charity has branded the gov- 
ernment “complacent” after it 
said it would not act to improve 
rehabilitation for head injured 
people until 2005. 

Headway, the leading charity 
for head injured people, said it 
was very disappointed at the 
response to recommendations 


A win and a grin: Rachel King, 15, winner of the Stroke | made by the Health Select 
Association’s Junior Courage Award, met GMTV’s Fiona Phillips. 


Committee (HSC). 


In April, the HSC found that 
there was a critical lack of ser- 
vices for people with brain 
injuries, and called among 
other things for rehabilitation 
in the community and clear 
care plans. 

A Department of Health 
spokesman said a National 
Service Framework would 
“overcome the lottery in care” 


Making little headway 


when it came into force in 2005. 

But Headway said people 
should not have to wait four 
years to address their problems. 

Policy and campaigns man- 
ager Graham Nickson said: 
“Early, well-resourced rehabili- 
tation following head injury is 
vital if people are to maximise 
their recovery and reintegrate 
into their community.” 


Gentleman's 
disagreement 


A cult television programme 
has been slammed by watch- 
dogs for referring to people 
with learning difficulties as 
“mongs.” 

The Broadcasting Standards 
Commission (BSC) received 
four complaints about the BBC 
programme The League of 
Gentlemen’s use of the term in 
a broadcast late last year. 

icweb BG. eclaimed: \the 
“bizarre world” depicted in the 
programme was familiar to 
viewers, who would realise that 
“the central characters’ rude- 
ness said more about their 
characters than about the sub- 
jects of their comments”. 

But the BSC upheld the com- 
plaints, and ruled in July that 
the BBC had “exceeded acept- 
able boundaries”. 

The charity Mencap wel- 
comed the ruling. A spokesman 
said: “We are pleased that they 
upheld the complaint because it 
is a very offensive term, and 
quite simply not funny.” 


Put your PELS 
in the shops 


The Disabled Living Centres 
Council (DLCC) has called for 
manufacturers and retailers to 
put products for disabled peo- 
ple into the mainstream. 
Its=report* Into the 
Mainstream!, said such items, 
called products for easier living 
(PELs), should be marketed as 
niche products rather than 


given a disability label. 

Younger people in particular 
wanted to be able to buy PELs 
in the same way as other prod- 
ucts, rather than through spe- 
cialist outlets, the report said. 

DLCC director Maggie 
Winchcombe said this would 
remove the stigma attached to 
buying aids such as kettle 
pourers and cutlery with larger 
handles. 

*Tel: 0161 839 0885, 
e-mail: dlcc@dlcc.co.uk. 


Send your news stories to 
fax: 020 7619 7331 
editor@disabilitynow. org.uk 


owrings Mobility, Europe’s leading 


manufacturer of wheelchair accessible 
vehicles also offers an excellent range of 
quality used cars to users and carers 
throughout the UK. So choosing a used 
vehicle from Gowrings means you get all 
the benefits and peace of mind of dealing 
with the market leader at a price that suits 
your circumstances and your budget. 


Here is a representative selection from our 


current stock at the time of going to press. 


Models pictured are for illustration purposes 
only so please do call or check out our web 
site, there are dozens more to choose from. 


“From my first phone call through 


to the personal delivery of our 
used car the staff at Gowrings 
Mobility couldn't have been 
more helpful and friendly.” 


Chairman Escort only £10,500 inate Fiesta only £9,200 


Many of our customers start with a used car and, like Ted Squires, have found the 
Gowrings team extremely friendly and helpful. To find out more, or if you simply need 
some advice, call the freephone number below or check out our current stock of used 
vehicles on our new web site at www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 


ry Cae | gowrings 
mobility 


a whole world of possibilities 


obs eee “Call Free 0800 2208: 12 = )=www.gowrings mobility.co.uk 
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Gowrings Mobility Ltd. Bone Lane, Newbury, Berkshire RG 4 SUE. Tel: 01635 529500. Fax: 01635 529400 
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10 Health 


ell transplants for MS 


American researchers have 
begun human trials of cell 
transplants for people with 
multiple sclerosis (MS), aimed 
at regrowing protective nerve 
coatings. 

The condition occurs when 
the myelin sheath, which is like 
the insulation around a wire, 
is eroded. 

Now researchers at Yale 
University School of Medicine 
have transplanted Schwann 
cells, which form myelin, from 
a leg nerve of a 53-year-old 


woman with MS into parts of 
her brain, where myelin has 
been lost. 

It is the first time such a 
procedure has been carried out. 
It was initially done by a team 
led by Dr Timothy Vollmer to 
check that the technique is safe. 
Other people will receive larger 
doses later. 

The research was funded by 
the Myelin Project, a charity. 

Yale have already succeeded 
in transplanting Schwann cells 
into rats allowing the myelin 


Folic acid dilemma 


The number of abortions to 
prevent births of children with 
spina bifida will increase if 
women stop taking folic acid a 
charity has warned. 

The warning comes from 
the Association for Spina 
Bifida and Hydrocephalus 
(ASBAH), after a Swedish study 
found that taking the vitamin, 
which risk of 
spina bifida, might increase a 
woman’s chances of having 
twins. This 
chance of babies being born 
with cerebral palsy. 

The Swedish study at the 
Tornblad in Lund 
found that women taking folic 
acid had a 2.8 percent chance of 


reduces the 


increases the 


Institute 


having twins whereas the rate 
for the general population was 
1.5 percent. 

But a spokesman for ASBAH 
warned women should not stop 


taking the vitamin. The UK has 
one of the highest rates for 
spina bifida in the world with 
1,000 pregnancies affected each 
year, he said. Women who 
have already had a pregnancy 
affected by the condition are at 
increased risk. 

He said: “To stop taking 
folic acid would increase the 
number of pregnancies affected 
by spina bifida every year. 
More women would face the 
choice about whether to 
proceed with the pregnancy or 
terminate, 
inevitably see an increase in 
abortions.” 

The Swedish study had not 
proved a link between spina 
bifida and folic acid, he added. 

More research was needed 
into the possible links between 
other vitamins and multiple 
births, the spokesman said. 
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Time to care 


sheath to regrow. This meant 
returned to 
almost normal levels. 

A spokesman for the project 
said: “This is probably the 
most significant step for people 
with MS in a decade. The 
implications for people with the 
condition are dramatic.” 

But a spokesman for the 
MS Society warned against 
building people’s hopes up. 
He said: “Things are moving 
along cautiously with some 
indications of promise.” 


nerve impulses 


MARK PINDER/CHANNEL 4 


See me smile: Four-year-old Laura Wilmot of Newcastle appeared on Channel 4’s programme Blinded 
in July. Laura, who has glaucoma, regained some of her sight following a new operation which involved 
inserting tubes to drain fluids from the eyes, preventing scar tissue from blocking them. 


Progress with mice 
Japanese and American 
researchers may have discovered 
a chemical that reduces the 
effects of diabetes. 

Researchers from Tokyo and 
New York say in Nature 
Medicine that adiponectin 
lowers blood glucose levels in 
mice and could help diabetes. 


Arthritis drugs cleared! 


The National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence (NICE) has 
recommended the use of drugs 
that reduce the risk of side- 
effects in people with arthritis. 

But the drugs known as Cox- 
2 selective inhibitors should 
only be used in patients at 
a high risk of stomach problems 
such as ulcers and bleeding as 
a result of treatment. These 
include people over the age 
of 65. 

Even Cox-2s carry a risk of 
stomach problems and should 
only be used temporarily unless 


Blame it on microbes 
The back problem sciatica 
may be caused by bacteria, 
researchers believe. 

Tom Elliott, professor 
of clinical microbiology at the 
University Hospital in 
Edgbaston, said this raises the 
possibility of treating the con- 
dition with antibiotics. 

Clinical trials will take place 
over the next two years to see if 
antibiotics work. 
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properly monitored, said NICE 1 
which advises the Govern- ! 
ment on what drugs should) 
be available in the NHS (see: 
page 12). 

The cost of prescribing the 
drugs would be £25 million a 
year, said NICE. | 

Dr Robin Butler, of the British | 
Society for Rheumatology, said 
that stomach bleeding kills 2,000 
people a year. 

“We hope this decision ends| 
the current situation where drugs | 
are available to patients in some | 
areas but not others,” he said. 
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Speeding up drugs 

Projects which aim to speed 
up production of drugs for 
many medical conditions and 
use new technology to create 
drugs for heart disease and can- 
cer could benefit from a new £3 
million Government fund. 

The Manufacturing Molecules 
Initiative aims to help the 
chemicals industry get drugs on 
the market more quickly and 
efficiently. 
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Care condemned 


Regional news 11 


Mental health services in 
Birmingham have 
slammed by an official report 
which found service users 
feared violence on wards. 
Records of Northern 
Birmingham Mental Health 
NHS Trust showed 468 inci- 
dents abuse 
or harassment towards both 
service users and staff ina 
four-month period, the report* 
by the Commission for Health 
Improvement (CHI) said. 
Service users at Newbridge 


been 


of violence, 


House said violence was “an 
everyday occurrence”, and they 
thought there were not enough 
staff to prevent incidents. 

The report also found ser- 
vice users were rarely consulted 
about their care. 

More than half of those 
surveyed were not asked their 
opinions by staff. 

The report said: “The majority 
of the inpatients and some of 
the community clients said they 
were not consulted about their 
treatment and would like to be 


more involved.” 

Only one of the 13 inpatients 
surveyed had a copy of their care 
plan, and the majority did not 
know if they had such a plan. 

A spokesman for Mind, the 
mental health charity, said the 
concerns service users had 
raised needed to be addressed, 
and there should be better 
access to advocacy services. 

The Trust has published an 
action plan in response. 
=£6, tel: 087015600. 5522, 
www.chi.nhs.uk 


Welsh woes 


Deaf people in Wales are furious 
that only half of a major Welsh 
arts festival was subtitled by 
television channel S4C. 

Jonathan Bosman, chair of 
the Wales Deaf Broadcasting 
Council, is angry at the chan- 
nel’s coverage of the Denbigh 
misteddfod. He said: “Deaf 
people get a third class service 
from S4C. This is simply not 
good enough.” 

He added the channel had 
excluded deaf people from fully 


following “the highlight of 


Welsh cultural life”. 


independe 


He has complained to S4C 
chief executive Huw Jones. 

A spokesman for S4C said 
the needs of deaf viewers were 
“of the utmost importance”. 
They had provided English 
subtitles for 50 per cent of the 
festival, including nightly high- 
lights and live events. 

The channel was also work- 
ing with the Royal National 
Institute for Deaf People to 
improve subtitling provision in 
general, she added. It currently 
subtitles 70 per cent of all 
programmes 


Allowed to 
die at home 


Jason Powell, 33, who has mul- 
tiple sclerosis and pneumonia, 
has won an agreement that he 
can die at home. 

He was due to challenge 
Dyfed Powys Health Authority's 
refusal to provide him with care 
at home in the High Court. 

It had said it would only fund 
a place in a nursing home, but 
backed down just days before 
the case was due to be heard. 

It agreed he could leave West 
Wales General Hospital and 
return to his Whitland home 
for the final months of his life. 


Access Alleluia: Members of Highfields Free Church in Cardiff 
(left) received the first Churches For All Award for making their 
church fully accessible. It was presented by wheelchair user Jane 
Young (right) of the Disabled Christians’ Fellowship. 


Mental health option 
A new mental health service 
launched in Newham, London 
will provide drop-in and 
woman only sessions and 
evening and weekend services. 

The Day Opportunities 
Service is aimed at improving 
flexibility for adults with 
mental health problems. 


Stroke survey 
People in Colchester who have 
had strokes and organisations 
which help them are being sur- 
veyed to assess what is available 
in the area and what is needed. 
The survey by the Comm- 
unity Stroke Service will help 
develop a directory of stroke 
services in the area and aims to 
improve provision. 
Closing date: 15 September, 
Moira Keating, tel: 01206 
742462 


nt Livin 
aromoting independence 


LONDON, Wembley September 12&13 


REHAB & CARE, NEC November 14&15 


The Independent Living events are 
the best place to see the latest 
products in the market, update 
your knowledge and find out 
about changes in the industry. 


@ See 100’s of products from 
leading manufacturers 


e@ Sample free lifestyle 
therapies 


e Attend free seminars or talks 


With so much to do and see, a 
visit to Independent Living is not 
to be missed. 


WWW. 


Don’t miss these 
exciting features 
Wheelchair Test Track 
Free Talks on Consumer Issues 


Relaxation Zone @ Free Professional Seminars 
Product Workshops ® Lifestyle Features 


If you specify, purchase, recommend or use 
products or services that aid daily living, then visit 
the Independent Living series of events. 


Order your free tickets today. 
Call the ticket hotline on 


0870 429 4372 


independentlivingevents.co.uk 
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12 News focus 


NICE at a price 


urse Michelle Rudd has 


mobility and conti- 


| “@nence problems and is 
visually impaired. 

That is all because Michelle 
36, from Worcestershire, has 
multiple sclerosis (ms). 

She would love to be pre- 
scribed the drug beta interferon 
in the hope that it would 
reduce the relapses which leave 
her more disabled. 

But she cannot get the drug 
which costs £10,000 a year to 
prescribe because Worcestershire 
Health 


five people to 1 


Authority will only fund 
receive it. 

If she lived in another area, 
she might get the drug. 

So people like Michelle 
hoped that the National 
Institute for Clinical Excellence 
(NICE), which was set up by 
the government 1n 1999 to rec- 
ommend which drugs should 
be available on the NHS in 
England and Wales, would end 
this lottery of “post-code” 
prescribing. 

But in a provisional judge- 
ment in August, NICE said 
that at current prices, the drug, 
along with another glatiramer 
is not cost effective 
and should only be prescribed 
for those already getting it. 

This has left people like 
Michelle furious. She says: “If 
the worst comes to the worst 
and I end up blind, incontinent, 
bedridden and unable to speak, 
I am not going to say it 1s 
money well saved.” 

Peter Cardy chief executive 
of the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society, condemned NICE for 
its decision. 

He says: “As the appraisal 
process lurches on, it has 
become obvious that the cost 
effectiveness measures NICE 
has used are just too crude.” 

Cardy says NICE does not 


aAGetate, 


take sufficient account of 
patients’ views. 

The MS Society was angry 
that NICE’s appraisal commit- 
tee failed to speak to individu- 
als with ms about their person- 
al experiences until December 
2000, initially asking their 
groups to speak instead. 

He claims delays in coming 
to a decision over the appraisal 
already mean that some people 
will deteriorate so much that 
they will be beyond the help of 
the drugs. 

NICE denies that it is oper- 
ating a policy of rejecting drugs 
which cost more than £30,000 
to achieve one year's worth of 
health benefits. 

A spokesperson said NICE 
confident about its 
appraisal method on the ms 
drugs and added that patient 


was 


groups themselves were split on 
how much weight individual 
experience should be given. 

A final decision on the drugs 
has not been made yet. 

The institute has not had a 
smooth ride. The Consumers' 
Association has launched an 
inquiry into NICE’s perfor- 
mance from the patient point 
of view with a report due in 


The National Institute for Clinical Excellence 
was set up to promote equal access to 
health care. But it has been a bumpy ride. 
Rod Hermeston reports 


Speak up: People with ms protest at NICE’s initial failure to talk with them. Below: Michelle Rudd 


anti TNF drugs for arthritis 
which cost £8,000 a year, but 
has just delayed its decision for 
three months. 

Butler says: “Health authori- 
ties openly state that they’ll 


‘As the dete sal process a fee Srrticailt on, 
it has become obvious that the cost effectiveness 
measures 2Hoe has sured eg are URS: too crude.’ 


September and other groups 
are concerned at NICE’s delays. 

Emily Butler, policy and 
campaigns officer at Arthritis 
Care, is worried that local 
health authorities decide to see 
what NICE recommends before 
supplying drugs, and delays 
make this worse. They are 
supposed to follow any prior 
government guidelines. 

NICE is currently looking at 


Bernard Moore, 65, (right, with his wife) from Poole, who has 
arthritis, was still waiting to see if he could get anti TNF drugs as 
DN went to press after initially being turned down. Other drugs 
cause serious side effects. Dorset Health Authority has now agreed 
to a scheme to fund the drug for some people while it awaits 


NICE’s decision. 


Mr Moore says: “I have not been on a drug that fights the 
disease, which is terrible. I hope NICE recommend it. But it is 


essential that I get it now.” 


wait for NICE's recommenda- 
tions. Any delay is of concern.” 

The other problem is that 
there is currently no legal oblig- 
ation for health authorities to 
follow the recommendations of 
NICE, though the government 
promised action on this as DN 
went to press. 

There*are also concerns 
about the quality of reviews of 
medical evidence carried out on 


from £5,995" 


behalf of NICE. 

Harry arGaytone ofthe 
Alzheimer’s Society, says that 
the review on the Alzheimer’s 
drugs cholinesterase inhibitors 
was flawed. 

The society also gave evidence 
to NICE based on research into 
the lives of people with 
Alzheimer’s, which included look- 
ing at mood and confidence. 
Clinical trials usually ignore these. 

“We wanted to use the 
research as a kind of counter to 
the very narrow outcomes that 
clinical trials were based on,” 
he says. 

The drugs got the NICE seal 
of approval, but Cayton feels 
that medical controlled trials are 
given more weight than other 
evidence. 

Cardy agrees. Hessaysu 
think evidence from patients and 
those who speak on behalf of 
patients is automatically down 
graded in the NICE process.” 

That is doubly worrying for 
groups because making sub- 
missions to NICE can be 
expensive. The Alzheimer’s 
Society forked out £40,000 to 
carry out its research. 

A NICE spokesperson said 


, call O23 9275 6265 «ow! 


www. SSE SEs co.uk 


Disabilitynow September 2001 


— 


‘Gee | ay . 
\ a 


a 


__ sata Mofo 


guidance on obesity, motor neu- | 


rone disease and Alzheimer’s 
was influenced by patients. 

In a new system introduced 
in February, patient groups will 
now be consulted on a docu- 
ment which summarises the 
evidence from previous medical 
trials, though NICE disagrees 
that the one on Alzheimer’s 
was of poor quality. 


NICE has said it just issued | 


new guidance to patient groups 
fully outlining how they can 
influence the process. 

That will help, but it seems 
clear that NICE still has to 
prove itself and win the trust of 
disability groups. 


now youreable.com to access a new world 


Visit www.youreable.com for information and advice on disability. 
TRAVEL #¢ WORK ¢ MONEY ¢ EQUIPMENT #¢ MOTORING 
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Frontier House, Merchants Quay, Salford Quays, Manchester, M5 2SR 
Tel: 0161 886 8000 Fax: 0161 886 8002/3 
DX: 20340 Salford Broadway enquiries@frenkeltopping.co.uk 


in England and Wales 


Freedom, Independence 


for life 


www.frenkeltopping.co.uk 


and Reliability. 


Powerchairs promise you: 

e A caring service from a family 
run business. 

e Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 

e Up to 8mph for road use. 

e Free home assessments. 

¢ Free 12 months insurance on 
new models. 

¢ No VAL. 

¢ No driving license required. 

¢ Low deposit finance available 
on request. 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE 


OS8O0 0746834 
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e We stock machines that carry up 
to 32 stone and can go from 
10-35 miles on one charge 

e Automatic battery charge 


included. 


e All major credit cards accepted. 


We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


Over twenty years of caring, impartial advice for everyone affected by 
physical and brain injury - the claimants, their families and carers 


Personal Injury Specialists 
Independent Financial Advice 
Receivership Bank Accounts 
Accounting & Business Services*™ 


Structured Settlements 
Investment Management 
Carer Cover 
Forensic Accounting** 


Special Needs Trusts 
Long Term Care 
Case Management* 

Expert Witness Services 


90 Gracechurch Street, London, EC3V ODN 
Tel: 020 7626 7576 Fax: 020 7626 7578 
DX: 124411 London City london@frenkeltopping.co.uk 


Frenkel Topping 


Frenkel Topping Limited is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. * Mainstay Life Services Ltd is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Frenkel Topping Limited. “Frenkel Topping Chartered Accountants is registered to 
carry on audit work and authorised to carry on investment business by the Institute of Chartered Accountants 


Part exchanges welcome. 


Powerchair 


Est 1982 
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Big time crusader 


Jane Campbell is known as a fighter for disability rights. Now 
she’s chairing the government’s latest Institute for Excellence. 
Emma Hawes meets her 


ane Campbell is a pro. She 
J meets me in the office of 
| her home, not the living 
room, and she’s fully alert for 
her third interview of the day. 
Maybe it is this ability to 
stay focussed that scooped her 
the post of chair of the new 
Social Care Institute of Excel- 
lence (SCIE), a multi-million 
pound body set up by the 
Government to promote good 
practice, like the National 
Institute for Clinical Excellence 
(NICE). 

Her job will be to supervise 
new ways of providing social 
care to service users. 

Jane, who has spinal 
muscular atrophy, applied for 
the SCIE job expecting to be 
turned down. “I thought ‘they 
aren’t going to give me the job’. 
Let’s face it, ’m a bit of a ‘crippy 
crip’. | have 24-hour assistance, 
a ventilator and access needs, 
so that’s a challenge for non- 
disabled people.” 

It is not the only way in 

which she is challenging. In the 
past, Jane was usually in 
opposition to the government 
-as she campaigned with the 
British Council of Disabled 
People (BCODP) for disabled 
people’s rights. She says she 
had to prove that was not her 
intention in applying for the 
post at SCIE. 

The government worries are 
understandable — although she 
was awarded an MBE for her 
work in the Queen’s birthday 
honours last year. 

She helped secure direct 
payments for disabled people to 
buy their own care, as well as 
being a founder member and 


co-director of the National 
Centre for Independent Living 
(NCIL). 

And she is not one to mince 
her words. When asked about 
her education, she says her 
special school was “crap”. 

But she got a degree in 
history and politics at 
university, followed by an 
MA in political feminism. 

“Then I thought ‘why am I 
doing all this about women’s 
emancipation when I should 
be doing it about my own?’” 

Jane’s campaigning began in 
the early 1980s, and her work 


“Jane is using a position to 
get what she wants,” he says. 
“She doesn’t represent disabled 
people anymore.” 

Jane retaliates: “Isn’t this 
what we fought for? To be 
listened to, to participate and 
have a share of the power? It’s 
no good shooting me now I have 
managed to worm my way in. 

“To critics who say I’m 
joining the establishment my 
retort is ’'m not joining it, the 
establishment is coming to me. 
There are many ways to get 
things done, and this is my 
approach.” 


“To critics who say I’m joining the establishment 
my retort is I’m not joining it, the establishment 


is coming to me.” 


on behalf of disabled people 
has earned her an enviable 
reputation in the disability 
world. She is widely admired. 
“Tt’s a loss to the disability 
movement,” says Peter Mansell, 
former chief executive of 
RADAR where Jane once 
worked. “But the more influence 
disabled people have on 
different bodies the better, and 
Jane will have a real impact.” 
Long-time friend Sheila 
Blair, acting chair of BCODP, 
says: “Jane is one of the leading 
lights of the disability 
movement but she has never 
forgotten about the fight. She is 
still very much a campaigner.” 
Yet some people accuse her 
of putting her career before 
disability rights. 
Disability consultant Simon 
Stevens feels that: “She has 
become a fat cat. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Italy, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 


Weekend Breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Our brochure with coloured pictures is available at 
www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. 


Jane will remain as a 
Disability Rights Commis- 
sioner, though she is leaving 
NCIL: “They can call on me 
at any time. I’m not breaking 
ties.” 

She feels the SCIE job is a 
natural progression: “I do like 
new things,” she says. “I like to 
go in, set something up and 
move on, and that’s a pattern in 
my life. I get incredibly inspired 


NAME 


he new Euroflex Compact electric wheelchair puts 
you in charge wherever you want to go. Built ona 
firm chassis, and with a low ground to seat height, 
it is ideally suited in allowing you the freedom to 
get out and about, even over rough or uneven 
ground. Powered seat lift adjustment is standard, 
and a choice of seats with optional powered tilt, 
recline and footrest elevation ensure tailor made 
comfort. A compact base and front wheel drive 
will help you to manoeuvre in your home as well. 


Ready to go: Jane Campbell at home in Tolworth 
by creating.” concerts with husband Roger. 
This need to create spills 
over into her personal life, too. 
She’s a keen gardener and has 
designed her immaculate, fully 
accessible Tolworth home. She 
makes time to go out regularly 

to the cinema, theatre and 


She seems unstoppable. 

Jane claims SCIE is her last 
“project” and then she will 
retire. But I'd be willing to bet 
that, still only 41, she won’t be 
able to resist getting involved 


with something else. 


For full details of the Euroflex Compact, and other 
products return the completed coupon or 


call FREEPHONE 0500 618008 


RAINBOW 
REnRVANE 


RAINBOW REHAB - FREEPOST 
THE COACH HOUSE - 134 PUREWELL 
CHRISTCHURCH - DORSET BH23 1BR 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE = DAYIIMETEL NO 2 
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16 Motoring 


DN's motoring correspondent Douglas Campbell finds good parking practice and a value-for-money vehicle 


Value-for-money Kangoo 


owrings Mobility proba- 
bly convert more 
Renault Kangoos for 


disabled people than any other 
firm. For the disabled passenger 
who has to travel in their wheel- 
chair, the Chairman Kangoo is 
what Motability will probably 
offer if they need a grant. 

It is one of the lowest cost wheel- 
chair accessible vehicles on the 
market. 

I visited the Gowrings 
factory at Newbury a 
couple of months ago 
and was impressed to see 
excellent working conditions 
and a virtual production 
line of Kangoos. No doubt it is 
these factors that contribute to 
the quality of the finished 
vehicle and the value for money 
they offer. 

Every potential Gowrings 
customer Is offered a 
demonstration at his or 
her own home. My demon- 
stration driver Ian arrived just 
before the agreed time. 

Ian soon had me loaded up 
the ramp and showed me how 
the network of seat belts work. 
Two belts prevent the 
wheelchair rolling back down 
the ramp during loading. Two 
more are then fitted at the rear 
and with the use of a powerful 
ratchet system they hold the 
wheelchair firmly in place. A 


| access. 


two part, height adjustable, 
belt then secured me 
firmly in place. 
Normally the 
potential 


customer’s usual 
driver is shown the securing 
system and then takes the 
wheel for the test drive, but on 
this occasion Ian drove. I 
directed him on a route 

that took in fast dual 
carriageways, potholed country 
lanes, steep hills, noisy work 
roads, speed humps and lots of 
roundabouts. For over an hour, 
my wheelchair stayed firmly in 
place with no need to hold on 
and the suspension provided a 
comfortable ride. 

At 70mph, there was little 
noise, and I found it easy to 
talk to lan from my position in 
the back. The 1400cc petrol 
engine and automatic gearbox 
performed well in all 
conditions and the power 
assisted steering showed its 
benefits in the local car park. I 
could easily see through the 
front windscreen, but this 


Affordable, accessible cars 


used whee 


GM Coachwork Ltd 


The Fiat Utah and Montana range of cars. 
| Quality seating for 5 plus generous, easy wheelchair 


Ichair 


_ 50mpg turbo diesels, air conditioning and full electric pack. 
fd £18, mild on the is 


tion of qual 
Ford Courier automatic, 99 V, 1.3 petrol. 6,600 miles, pas, low floor conversion. £9,500 

MB Vito Traveliner automatic, '99 T, diesel. 28k miles, blue, 5 seats plus w/chair, rear ramp. £14,500 
Ford Courier 1300, ’95 M. 28k miles, 4 seats, low floor. £4,950 

Ford Courier automatic, 96 P petrol. 25k miles, red, low floor. £7,500 
Austin Metro, ’86 C, Poynting. 61k miles, 
blue, low floor, customer’s car. £500 


Ring 01626 853050 


GM Coachwork Ltd, Teign Valley 
Trusham, Newton Abhot Gjy 
Devon 1013 ON 


would 
be less easy fora 
taller person. 

There was ample 

room for two adults in 

the front and for most 
wheelchairs and some scooters 
in the back. One, or possibly 
two, narrow seats can be 
provided at the rear beside the 
wheelchair. Sliding rear side 
doors make access very easy. 
There is ample space for 
shopping, or other luggage. 
The rear door opens upwards, 
providing some protection 
from the weather. 

Prices for the converted 
Chairman Kangoo start at 
£11,995, plus £1,100 for 
automatic transmission and 
anti-lock brakes. A full three- 
year watranty is included. 

For full particulars, contact 
Gowrings Mobility, 

tel: 0800 220 878, 
www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 
sales@gowringsmobility.co.uk 


“NYotability 


ity used cars 


Plus others from £2,000 


COACHWORK 


SPECIALIST VEHICLES SPECIALIST VEHICLES VEHICLES 
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Topo marks 


at stops people 
abusing disabled 
parking spaces? 


What works, and what is a 
waste of time and money? If 
you know, please tell us (some 
of you already have). 

A lot of it may involve the 
layout and marking of spaces. 

At the Ford MAGIC offices 
in Swindon, the parking bays 
for disabled people are 
surfaced with bright blue 
asphalt. It is certainly hard not 
to notice the bays and signs. 

At the Brent Cross 
shopping centre in North 
London, bays are provided 
near each set of lifts on every 
floor of the multi-storey car 
parks. This has two advan- 
tages. It reduces the distance 
that disabled people have to 
go to reach the lifts. And lazy 
drivers who abuse these bays 
cannot be bothered to drive to 


Mon-Sun 24 hours 
access with the 
2001 parking campaign 


the floors above, so disabled 
people in the know head 
straight for the upper floors. 

At the Holiday Inn hotel 
across the road, large signs 
warn that vehicles parkedin | 
the bays will be clamped and 
a large fee charged if they are 
not displaying a badge. 
Unfortunately, while this 
usually works it is not 
unusual to find the hotel f 
courtesy bus parked in one of 
the designated bays! 

At the new Travel Inn at 
Bangor in North Wales, the | 
designated bays have a very 
tiny kerb edge between them | 
and the rest of the car park. 
Usefully, these bays are level | 
with the path at the back, | 
making unloading much 
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easier. Was it just coincidence 
that when I checked in, there 
was no abuse, or does this 
little trick work? 


Fails the test: DN reader David Gordon sent this photo taken 
outside a shop in Newquay. A definite example of what not to do. 


Wheelchar user’s VAT guide 


On 1 April 2001 the law was 
changed to allow more 
disabled people to purchase 
vehicles at the zero rate of VAT. 
This is normally equivalent to a 
price reduction of 15 per cent. 
The new rules apply to 
wheelchair users. The vehicle 
must be new and designed or 
adapted for use by that person. 
The new arrangements 
make no changes with regard 
to the Motability contract 
hire scheme. No VAT has 
been charged on this scheme 
for many years. Vehicles 
purchased using hire purchase 
from Motability Finance 
Limited, or any other finance 


company, will be eligible for 
the new VAT zero rate. 

This is a complicated 
subject. The Disabled Drivers’ 
Association and The Disabled 
Drivers’ Motor Club have 
jointly written a guide that 
explains the new rules, along 
with other assistance. The 
guide is priced £2.50 per copy, 
but DN readers can obtain a 
single copy free by writing to 
VAT Guide for DN Readers, 
The Disabled Drivers’ 
Association, Ashwellthorpe, 
Norwich, NR16 1EX. The 
guide can also be downloaded 
from the DDA website: 
www.dda.org.uk 
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Tne limits of inclusion 


While awareness of disability issues has risen in the last few years, the government still has a long way to go 


when it comes to employing disabled people. Emma Hawes reports 


J he government says it is 
committed to inclusion, 
| but a DN survey of 11 


government departments belies 


the claim. 


The Ministry of Defence 


came out best, with six per cent 


of the civilian workforce of 
100,000 having a disability, 
while the Wales Office, with 43 
employees, has no disabled 
people at all. 

Since DN’s first survey three 


_ years ago, most departments 


have managed some increase in 


the number of disabled people 
they employ. 


But the newly-created 
Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) could only 
provide figures for the former 
Department of Social Security 
(DSS), and those showed a fall 
of 1.7 per cent, from 6.6 per cent 
in 1998 to 4.9 per cent in 2000. 

Sheila Blair, acting chair of 
the British Council of Disabled 
People, was “horrified” by the 


“drop. 


~ 


“They are the department 
advocating getting disabled 


people into work,” she said. 


“It’s obviously a case 
of all talk and no action. 
The government is not 
making any real efforts.” 


3 Customs and Excise 


Department for Education and Skills 


Department of Health 


Department of Social Security 


Department for Transport, Local 
_ Govenment and the Regions 


Home Office 
Inland Revenue 
Lord Chancellor’s Office 
; | Ministry of Defence 
Northern Ireland 


Scottish Executive 


A spokesman for the DWP 
said the Benefits Agency, which 
represented 75 per cent of DSS 
staff, had not provided figures 
for its survey, which could 
explain the “apparent 
reduction”. 

While disabled people are 
working at all levels in the civil 
service, further up the ranks 
the numbers dwindle. At senior 
civil service level, which 
includes department directors, 
there are very few. 

“Given that 20 per cent of 
the working population are 
disabled, it’s clear government 
departments have a long way to 
go,” said Paul Gemmill, 
director of strategy and policy 
at the Disability Rights 
Commission. 

A survey by the Cabinet 
Office in June this year found 
many disabled staff felt they 
were overlooked for promotion, 
and 21 per cent of the 1,337 
people who responded said 
they had been prevented from 
furthering their career because 
of their disability. 

In addition, the report 
found that 17 per cent of 
disabled staff felt that they 
were treated unfairly as a result 
of their disability, while 26 per 
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cent felt they received unfair 
treatment as a result of health 
problems. This is in contrast to 
a figure of seven percent for 
other staff. 

Some disabled people have 
made it up the ranks. Christine 
Maddern, who is deaf, now 
holds a senior post in the 
Department for Education and 
Skills after joining the civil 
service 12 years ago. 

She said: “I am the only 
profoundly deaf person in a 
moderately senior grade in the 
entire department, and I hada 
constant struggle for 
promotion for 12 years. It 
certainly wasn’t easy.” 

Nevertheless, she thinks 
government departments are 
much more disability aware 
then they were: “Big efforts are 
being made to make the civil 
service a more equal 
workplace, but it does seem to 
me some branches are better on 
equal opportunities than 
others.” 

Nick Goss, disability 
employment consultant, 
commented: “It’s important 
Government bodies are seen as 
exemplary employers of 
disabled people. They need to 
practice what they preach.” 
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In the right direction: Christine Maddern (centre), of the 
Department of Education and Skills, with a member of her team. 
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18 Sports 


British swimmers triumph 


Britain’s disability swimming 
squad romped to victory in the 
European Championships in 
August with a record win of 69 
gold medals. 

Far ahead of the second 
placed team, Spain, which won 
36 golds, the British team mem- 
bers also achieved 33 silver and 
13 bronze medals. 

While 
James Crisp, Andrew Lindsay 


Paralympic. stars 


and David Roberts were expect- 


ed to achieve their golds, there 
were some surprise champions. 

These included Murray 
Dingwall, who has learning 
disabilities. He came back from 
the Sydney games without any 
medals, but won four medals at 
the European Championships 
and broke a number of his per- 
sonal best times. 

Rhiannan Henry, aged 14, 
competed in her first interna- 
tional, winning three gold medals. 


Darren Leach, who has a 
visual impairment, broke the 
European record for the $12 50 
metre freestyle with a time of 
25.88 seconds. It was the first 
time a British disabled swimmer 
broke 26 seconds in that race. 

Team manager Jill Stidever 
said there had been “some out- 
standing swims” throughout 
the competition. She was par- 
ticularly pleased that many of 
the younger swimmers did well. 


: 
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Football crazy: The England B1 Football Team (above) scooped a 
silver medal in the European Championships in July. They’ll compete in 
next year’s World Championships for a place in the 2004 Paralympics. 
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agents for superior Steplessi 
portable telescopic alloy 
wheelchair ramps from £195.00. 
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Golfing glory 


Neil Baxter returned to form 
when he took first place in the 
Lawrence Levy British Blind 
Masters Golf Tournament in 
July, 12 years after his last win. 

His score of 276 was 12 
under par. Susan Loudoun- 
Reid, from Meols, The Wirral, 
came in second with the par 
score of 288 and Gerry Kelly, of 
Trune, Ayrshire, came in third 
with 293. 

Baxter’s win guarantees him 
a place in the England blind 
golf team, which will face 
Scotland in the “Auld Enemies 
Cup”, 1391S" Auwecusts He 
will alsow compete vin fthe 
Gorvin’s British Blind Golf 
Championship on 31 August. 


Creating new horizons with Invatravel 
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Team Talk 


Traditionally, mainstream 
events like the Olympics and 
World Athletic Championships 
have allowed exhibition events 
for disabled people to be 
included as part of the Games. 

This tradition began in 
1984 when the Los Angeles 
Olympics picked up two track 
events, both for wheelchair ath- 
letes — the 800m for women 
and the 1500m for men. It just 
so happened that Americans 
are quite good at these dis- 
tances. Since then, these events 
have been included in the ath- 
letics programme at virtually 
all levels. 

At the 1999 World Athletic 
Championships in Seville, 
things changed. Events for 
athletes with visual impair- 
ments were picked out because 
Spain was stronger in this 
field. In Sydney, we went back 
to wheelchair races. 

The question of equity 
has been raised continuously 
over the years: why are only 
a small select band allowed to 
compete? 

Because the events have 


As a long established 
company, Invatravel has 
years of experience providing 
for the needs of people 

with disabilities. 


e Various access options available 

e Rear access, ramp or lift, including 
lowering Suspension 

e Prices from £17,950 on the road 

e Conversions for independent drivers 

e Underfloor ramps or hydraulic side lifts 

e 6-way drivers seat, remote door 
and lift operation 


Power steering and driver's airbag 
e Tinted glass, electric windows 

and door mirrors 
e Remote central locking 
¢ 1.6 petrol or 1.9 SDI or TDI 

diesel engines 
e Lowered floor for rear ramp access 
e Seats up to four plus wheelchair 


e Prices from £13,595 ‘S' model 
to £14,490 ‘SE’ model 

e ‘SE’ model includes air-conditioning 
and metallic paint 


us for details 


“exhibition” status — ie no 


EIRENE ae as a 


status at all — only the final is _ 


allowed to be held at the 


event. The “rounds” are held 
elsewhere. This year they were 
held in two countries and six 
weeks before the final. 

However, a sea change is 
happening. Canada, which 
isn’t known for being one of 
the strongest athletic nations 
in the world, is pretty good at 
the Paralympic side, and they 
have decided to include events 
for a wide range of people 
with disabilities. 

The decision may have 
more tor ido swithw the 
Commission for the Inclusion 
of Athletes with Disabilities 
being based in Canada rather 
than another home country 
picking its best event. 

The outgoing president of 
the International Paralympic 
Committee is also Canadian. 

We may not be there yet, 
but it seems disability sport is 
being taken more seriously 
than ever before. 

Tanni Grey-Thompson is a 
Paralympic multi gold medallist. 
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Brits in gold rush 


Simon Minty writes 

Peritain came second behind the 
USA in the World Dwarf 
Games in Toronto in July. 

Held every four years, this 
year’s games ran for nine days 
with seven nations competing 
for more than 75 gold medals. 

Rosie Scott of Manchester 
broke the UK national record 
in the 20 metre track event for 
the under sevens, with a time of 
4.65 seconds. 

In the swimming, Pippa Dale 
of Cambridge set a new world 
record of 58.28 seconds in the 
50 metre breaststroke. She also 
excelled in the 200 metre open 
track bringing in 
Britain’s only gold medal in 
that category. 

Simone Cunliffe set two new 
British records and won gold in 
both the open 50 metre breast- 
stroke and the open 200 metre 
individual medley races. 

In the powerlifting, Kim 
Minett, Ross Marshall, Andrew 
Smith and Peter Kemp all won 
gold medals, and Ben Buckley 
took a silver. 

The games attracted nearly 
200 athletes. Whilst the World 
Dwarf Games hasn’t experi- 
‘enced wars, boycotts and 
terrorism, it does copy the 
modern Olympics in gathering 
different nations in friendship 
for fair, equal competition 
not available at such levels 
elsewhere. 

Some athletes trained for 
nine months, starting their day 


Seven top 
medals for 
GB team 


Great Britain bagged seven gold 
medals at the CP-ISRA World 
Games in August, in what were 
hailed as the best games since 
they began in 1989. 

But it could be the last time 
they are held in Nottingham, 
because they have become too 
big to be run by volunteers, 
attracting 1,000 competitors 
from 44 different countries. 

Despite this tough competi- 
tion, many members of the GB 
team emerged victorious. 

Sarah Dunster set a world 
record in the 200 metres (class 
two) event with a time of 1 
minute 02.37 seconds, while 
Danny West won both the 
discus and shot competitions. 

Hazel Robson won the 200 
metres (class six) in 33.06 sec- 
onds, and Deborah Brennan 
took her fourth gold medal in 
the 800 metres with a time of 
2 minutes 16.99 seconds. 


event, 


at 5.30am in the pool. At the 
event, the UK team had a sports 
physio-therapist on hand. So 
the games have left the ‘school 
sports day’ way behind. 

These were only the third 
games, but they are gaining offi- 
cial status and it’s expected that 
three UK athletes will go to 
Athens in 2004 to compete in the 
Paralympics for the first time. 

In Toronto, the International 
Dwarf Athletics Federation, the 
overseeing sports body, has 
increased its membership to 
seven fully paid up nations. 

The games have two classifi- 
cation systems: one by age 


SIMON MINTY 


Chariots of fire: runners sprint towards the finish line at the Dwarf 


Games, held in Toronto. 
LAT) AN 
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from under sevens through to 
adults, and another assessed by 
physical stature. This is 
because there are over 200 
forms of dwarfism with adults 
being from three feet through 
to four feet ten inches in height. 
Basketball is played on a stan- 
dard court, including the basket 
height, and this is one of the 
truly exciting sports to watch 
people with dwarfism play. 
Track events included 100 
metre and 200 metre individual 
races and relays for the open 
classes. Non-track events includ- 
ed javelin, shot and discus, 
badminton, boccia and football. 


wivw. adventure-holidaysthailand.com 


www.adventure-holidays—thailand.com 


Watch out for our 1/2 page 


full colour ad next month. 


E-mail staff@adventure-holidays-thailand.com 
Phone (England) +44 1235 810833 (Sarah) 


(Thailand) Tom +66 1 3714354 Nok +66 38 428293 
Fax +66 38 422232 (Office open 24hrs) 
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Hoop dreams: a gymnast competes at the Special Olympics. 


Competing in Cardiff 


The 2001 Special Olympics UK 
National Games for people 
with learning disabilities, held 
in Cardiff at the beginning of 
August, saw a week of excellent 
competition. 

In the women’s basketball 
event, the South East just beat 
the West Midlands team to 
take the gold medal in the final. 

The men’s basketball saw an 
even closer contest. The West 
Midlands team was 15 points 
behind at the start of the sec- 
ond half, but fought back to go 
just one point ahead of the 
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Forth Valley in the closing sec- 
onds and scoop the gold. 

In the netball competition, 
the Scotland West team put ina 
spectacular performance. They 
did not lose a single match for 
the entire week and wholly 
deserved their gold medal. 

The gymnastics contest also 
saw some good performances. 
Celia Flegg and Nadia Stoneley 
of the North West team, and 
Jessica Bromley of the West 
Midlands all managed to scoop 
gold medals in every category 
they entered. 


nAime ever... 


...yOu are now able to try a 
fully operational stairlift at your 
own home, packed neatly into 
one of our fleet of VW Golfs 
based around the UK, ready 
for you to ‘try before you 
buy’. (*Patent Pending) 


You can experience the 
‘smooth start-smooth stop’ 
operation, easy-to-use joystick 
controls and ultra-slim design 
on your doorstep. 
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Press ahead 


Its a demanding job, but a career in journalism offers many 
rewards and opportunities, Emma Hawes reports 


re you fed up with how 
the media talks about 
| disability? Do you want 


an end to offensive references 
to “victims” and people who 
are “confined to wheelchairs”? 
Then why not change things 
from the inside by becoming a 
journalist? 


magazine for disabled people, 
distributed free with the 
Liverpool Daily Echo and Post. 

He was non-disabled when 
he got his first job on a local 
paper as a sports reporter. Four 
years later, at 20, he was 
paralysed when he was shot 
while on holiday in Iran. 


“If you sit waiting for someone to notice you, they 
won't. Tell people what you can do for them.” 


Journalism is a demanding 
career, but it can be rewarding. 
You’ll need to be flexible and 
willing to work evenings and 
weekends, but on the plus side, 
you can help tackle public issues. 

You can also make a positive 
difference to the way the media 
views and portrays disability. 

The charity Scope believes it 
is vital for disabled people to 
get into the media: “Only when 
the industry employs people 
with disabilities will we 
regularly see representations of 
disabled people in an accurate 

way,” a spokesman said. 

Louise Hall, 36, a radio 
reporter with visual impaire- 
ment, recently qualified in radio 
broadcasting through a Higher 
National Certificate course run 
by the RNIB. She now works 
freelance for Radio 4. 

Louise, who is a guide dog 
user, uses a laptop computer 
with a speech synthesiser to 
write. She also has a scanner 
which can download press 
releases and information which 
the computer then reads to her. 

Interviewing people can be 
difficult. “I don’t have the visual 
cues,” Louise says. “But this can 
work both ways. I can’t read 
smiles or nods, but I probably 
read people’s voices better.” 

Helen Smith, a reporter for 
Anglia Television, finds her 
disability a positive advantage. 
“I can report on disability 
issues without being 
patronising,” she says. 

Helen, 26, had all her limbs 
amputated after contracting 
meningococcal septicaemia in 
December 1997. The media’s 
coverage of her getting artificial 
limbs led to the chance of 
producing five programmes 
on disability for Anglia. 

Later, Anglia gave her a job 
in their newsroom and she 
started there in November. She 
began reporting on-screen this 
year after training in-house. 

Tom Dowling, a wheelchair 
user, has been a newspaper 
reporter for 30 years. He is now 
editor of I Can Do That!, a 


But that has not prevented 
him from having a successful 
career in journalism. 

He now has a company car 
with adapted hand controls, and 
a lightweight wheelchair with an 
attachment for rough ground. 

Tom hasn’t encountered 
much prejudice: “Sometimes, 
because I am lower down in the 
wheelchair, people think they 
are better than me, but once you 
meet someone, you can break 
down the barriers,” he says. 

Various courses can prepare 
you for a career in journalism, 
including degrees, post- 
graduate diplomas and distance 
learning packages, as well as 
in-house training schemes such 
as the one the BBC runs. The 
length of courses varies from 
12-weeks to three years. 

It is best to look for courses 
approved by the National 


Council for the Training of 
Journalists, the Broadcast 
Journalism Training Council 
or the Periodicals Training 
Council, to ensure that future 
employers will accept your 
qualification. 

You can also check the job 
sections of publications you 
would like to work for, or 
contact them directly to ask if 
they have any vacancies. 

Competition can be fierce, 
so it’s a good idea to get some 
unpaid work experience to 
show what you can do. 

Louise says: “If you sit 
waiting for someone to notice 
you, they won’t. Tell people 
what you can do for them.” 

Tom agrees: “Journalism is 
one of the most difficult 
professions to get into, and 
being disabled, you have to 
push yourself forward even 
more. Volunteer to help out — 
get in there and get known.” 


BBC, training schemes, 
www.bbc.co.uk/info/working 


Broadcast Journalism Training Council, 
tel: 020 7727 9522, www.bjtc.org.uk 


Disability Now offers work experience for 
disabled people, tel: 020 7619 7323, 


editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


The Leach Trust, annual bursaries for three 
disabled graduates via Workable, tel: 
020 7553 0002,e-mail: lena@workableuk.org 
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Mangar International 
Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF, Wales, UK. www.mangar.co.uk 


iournalism 


The medium is the message: Tom Dowling (top), Helen Smith 
(left) and Louise Hall (right) all work in news media. 


The London School of Journalism, runs 
distance learning courses, www.Isj.org 
National Union of Journalists, advice on 
training, tel: 020 7278 7916, 
www.gn.apc.org/media/nuj.html 

The National Council for the Training of 
Journalists, offers various courses, 

tel: 01279 430009, www.nctj.com 
Periodicals Training Council, 

tel: 020 7404 4168, www.pta.co.uk/ptc 


Choose from the largest range of stairlifts available 


Straight and curved 
Fast nationwide installation 


New and reconditioned 
Full 10 year warranty 


Freephone today for ‘your plain 
English guide to buying a stairlift’ 


0800 316 0211 


SimplyStairlifts 
www.simplystairlifts.co.uk 
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ILLUSTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


Root out bad access at Chelsea 


The experiences of Anne 
Davies and Emma Hawes at the 
Chelsea Flower Show (DN, 
July) were very different from 
ours — two wheelchair users 
and two personal assistants. 
While access in the marquees 
was better, access elsewhere 
was less than acceptable. 
Around the war memorial, 
for example, a prominent 
meeting point, the kerbs, plinth 
and gravel formed a substantial 


hazard, which could have been 
overcome with a little planning. 
Approaching the show 
gardens we had to negotiate the 
kerb, cross a grass strip and a 
plastic mat, fight through the 
thicket of other visitors to find 
that the rope around the garden 
was right in our eye-line. 
Almost all trade and inform- 
ation stands were inaccessible 
to wheelchairs, including the 
Royal Horticultural Society’s 


Send your 
letters to 
the editor 
Mary 
Wilkinson, 
Disability 
Now, 6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW, minicom: 
020 7619 7332, fax: 020 
7619 7331, e-mail: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


stand. An honourable exception 
was the small, neat ramp at the 
Royal National Orthopaedic 
Hospital Trust stand. 

It is ironic that this show is 
held in the grounds of the 
Royal Chelsea Hospital, which 
must have more than its share 
of wheelchair users who might 
be delighted to test access and 
give feedback. 

Tim Clare and Tim Nicholls 
Windsor, Berkshire 


No chickens, milk or mail means no guards vans 


I recently wrote to John 
Prescott MP about guards’ vans 
on trains, saying it would be a 
boon for partially disabled peo- 
ple to take scooters and wheel- 
chairs on journeys instead of 


annem 
Tendercare 
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Chair in vertical position 


the pitiful statutory wheelchairs 
allowed in the carriage. I also 
mentioned bicyles and prams. 
The reply was: “the original 
reason for providing guards’ 
vans was the amount of local 


The Tilt & Fold 
Wheelchair seseocam 


This unique wheelchair 
has been designed for 
those who require a Tilt 
in Space facility and 
offers 3 distinct, lockable 
positions; yet folds in 
seconds to a compact, 
light & readily 
transported shape. 


Completely 
folded for 
ease of 
transport 


freight carried on passenger 
trains: milk, mail and poultry. 
The level of this traffic has now 
declined resulting in the need 
for guards’ vans to be removed.” 
Philip Bunting, e-mail 


INNOVATIVE DESIGN 
AND CONSTRUCTION 
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Congestion charge puzzles 


Iam puzzled that “the most severely disabled people” will be 
penalised by the imposition of the £5 London congestion charge 
(DN, August) when those who are on the mobility component of | 
the Disability Living Allowance (DLA) will be exempt as they | 
will not be paying Vehicle Excise Dut (VED). The only anomaly 
is that some elderly disabled people still cannot get DLA, which 
is discriminatory and must be addressed, but is a separate issue. 

A day travel card is £4.20, so using public transport would 
cost nearly as much. Those who live in Greater London are also 
exempt. The real issue is ignored: most traffic is essential drivers 
such as delivery, taxi, etc, who will not and could not transfer to 
public transport. The real congestion is in the very immediate 
surrounding areas not covered by the charge. 

The most iniquitous and avoided access issue is that certain 
boroughs exclude disabled badge holders from parking without 
their particular permit. It means I am excluded from accessing 
my work in Westminster, Kensington and Chelsea and the City, 
as well as parts of Camden. If a charge for access is to be made, 
holders of blue badges must get full access to these boroughs as 
part of the deal. 

Simon Parritt, London N7 

Douglas Campbell of the Disabled Drivers’ Association explains 
that the problem for severely disabled people is that they cannot 
transfer VED to another vehicle. Most of them are non-drivers, 
who depend on other people for transport rather than having a 
car of their own, so they are losing out — Editor. 
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indicating seats reserved specif- 
ically for disabled travellers. 
Unlike our rather mundane 
signs on public transport, this 
one, when loosely translated, 
screamed “Reserved for those 
mutilated and invalided by war 
and work”. | 

So do us regular crips have 
to sit in the luggage racks, 
then? 


by Dan Batten 
War blimey! 


Travelling on a 
train in Italy, DN 
reader Mary-Anne 
Rankin, from Alton, 
Hampshire, spotted a sign 
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Side infill pads - various sizes 


Tendercare Limited, 
P.O. Box 3091, 
Littlehampton BN17 50W 


Telephone: (01903) 726161 
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Glo for it: Anne gets ready to leave home, while her day-glo 
equipment competes with the flowers. 


Post Office Counters, 

tel: 0800 169 9999 or visit www.postoffice.co.uk 

The Angus Tourist Board, 

tel: 01382 527527 or visit www.angusanddundee.co.uk 

Glo straps, padlock, folding daybag and shoulder bag from 
Design Go, tel: 020 8960 6000 or visit www.design-go.com 


The high road to Scotland 


Air travel is a lottery, but the service was spot-on, says Anne Davies 


his spring, my family 
moved to Arbroath and 
plans were made for me 


to visit. It’s quite a long jour- 
ney so I first tried to contact 
Tripscope, the travel charity, for 
help. After three weeks of leav- 
ing messages with a contact 
number, I gave up. 

I then checked flights and 
wondered what London City 
Airport could offer. From the 
start they were most helpful 
and after I explained that I had 
multiple sclerosis (MS) and 
would need help while travel- 
ling alone, they suggested 
British European to Aberdeen. 

Insurance is essential and 
you must shop around. I found 
Post Office Counters most effi- 
cient and reasonable. 

On the big day, a friend drove 
me to London City Airport. 
Within seconds of arrival, some- 
one asked if I needed help. On 
checking in, we were told that 
the flight had been cancelled and 
the next one was not until the 
evening. There were flights on 
other carriers, but only for pas- 


sengers who could walk up the 
steps of the plane. However, 
they managed to get me ona 
British Airways (BA) flight from 
Heathrow and said they would 
pay to get me there. British 
European couldn’t have been 
more helpful: they also gave 
me refreshment vouchers, a 
telephone card and instructions 
on where to report at Heathrow. 
There, we found the large 
check-in area for people with 
special needs. A member of 
staff told me that they had 
received all my details from 
London City so my friend left 
me in their hands, where I was 
well looked after. I was taken to 
the door of the plane by lift and 
transferred to an in-flight chair 
with arms for added comfort. 
On arrival in Aberdeen my 
chair was bought to the plane 
door and I was taken to the lug- 
gage hall. Needless to say, I was 
pretty exhausted by then and 
thankful my case could be easi- 
ly distinguished amongst the 
mass of black, with its bright 
glo strap and glo lock. I was 


pleased to see my family. 

The countryside is wild in 
parts, with trees and even red 
squirrels. Lovely rivers and lots 
of places to visit with plenty of 
facilities for disabled people. 
We explored the coast with its 
little fishing villages and har- 
bours. The access guides for 
disabled people were good. 

The days flew by and on the 
return flight all went to plan. 
We checked the flight before- 
hand. At Aberdeen airport, 
we found a traffic warden who 
helped with my chair and lug- 
gage. The British European 
plane wasn’t as large as the BA 
one, so I was carried up the 
steps to my seat in an in-flight 
chair and settled down to enjoy — 
a drink and snack before arriv- 
ing at London City. I was taken 
off the plane securely strapped 
in a small chair. My own chair, 
along with my clearly visible 
case and friend, was waiting for 
me at the bottom of the steps. 

Everyone on both flights was 
helpful and considerate. I would 
fly with the airlines again. 


Drive directly from your own wheelchair 


It's unique, a fully automated Drive from Wheelchair solution is here - Suzuki Life and it is set to revolutionise the lifestyle options for many with disabilities. It's a car, take a look for yourself and 
you will hardly be able to spot the difference and what's more neither will anyone else. But on the inside it is very special indeed. Fully automated, remotely controlled tailgate and fold out 
ramp system gives instant access to the radically modified lowered floorpan - right up to the driving position where the wheelchair is automatically locked down. Press the button to close the 
tailgate, press another to release the handbrake, engage the automatic gearbox and you're away. Just 30 seconds or so, including time for you and your two passengers to put on their seatbelts. 


Making “ Life “a little easier 


RE 


Mercedes Benz V Class 
Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV 
from £21,995 on the road 
Drive from wheelchair luxury MPV 
from just £29,995 on the road 


Sf Motability 


ACCREDITED 


Calltoday for a 


NEW Seat Alhambra 
Sporting wheelchair accessible 
MPV from £18,995 on the road 


... And our “Liberty” range of wheelchair accessible vehicles are legendary 


NEW Chrysler Voyager 


Wheelchair accessible luxury Modern wheelchair accessible 
MPV from just £19,995 on the road car from just £9,9 


No compromise, wheelchair accessible motor cars from tie 


rreenovax 127 502 2252 o 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ (mies fem junet.t MS 


Suzuki Wagon R+ 


Vauxhall Agila 


Wheelchair accesible car 


95-0n the road-=—from-just £9,995 on the road 
people who really care 
visit our website www.jubileeauto.co.uk 
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en we humans fancy a bite 
': eat, our hunt for a tasty 
morsel ends at the fridge. 
you happen to be a wild preda- 
th some awesome hunting tools 
r disposal, gathering the ingre- 
for your next feed is a very dif- 


experience. 

‘new Predators exhibition at 
n’s Natural History Museum is 
primarily at mums and dads 
ids aged seven to twelve, and 

at the different methods preda- 
e in the ever-evolving “arms 

yf different hunting methods to 
ir stomachs. The exhibit is split 
fee sections. 

first area looks at the senses 
atures a huge mechanical 
which could have 
een more 
ing if 
vere a 
layer 
in 
ngs. 

s being 


creature, the shark is such a 
successful killer due to his 
colouring, which allows him to 
blend into the water and 
become invisible from above. 
The shark’s teeth point 
backwards in its mouth, 
anchoring prey so it can’t 
escape. With a travelling speed 
of 40kmph, it’s curtains for 
any prey once its been spotted. 
Because of the wear and tear 
of this killing method, a 
g shark’s teeth are con- 
stantly replaced 
throughout its life. 
Something more 
palatable comes in the 
form of a three 
metre long 
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Museum, and it isn’t pretty 


robotic chameleon in the tools 
and weapons section. With his 
moving eyes and controllable, 
extendible tongue, our colour- 
ful friend shares his ability to 
blend in with his surroundings 
like the shark, but relies on his 
tongue rather than teeth to 
trap food. 

The section also looks at 
how birds have different 
shaped beaks to accommodate 
their chosen hunt methods, be 
it the tearing ferocity of the 
hawk or the store-it-for-later 
mentality of the pelican. 
There’s also a lion’s skull on 
show, complete with fangs 
which put Dracula to shame. 

One of the most surprising 
techniques belongs to the sea 
otter. Neither a tearer nor a 
storer, the sea otter chooses to 
bash its chosen meal of small 
mollusks with rocks, cracking 
their shells then eating them. 
And to think Tarka always 
looked so sweet. 

The final section of the exhi- 
bition marries the first two, 
looking at how predators plan 
their attacks and use their skills, 
from the solitary snap of the 
alligator to the team effort of a 


What's going on 


“@ If the predators above shook your bones, then check out the Dinosaur 
“<> Museum in Dorchester, Weymouth. Their prehistoric artifacts include 
fossils, skeletons and life-size reconstructions alongside interactive feely displays, 
audio-visual presentations and CD-ROM displays. Tel: 01306 269880. 


If you’re looking to get away to a more tropical environment in September, check out the Conwy 
Butterfly Jungle in Conwy, Gwynedd. It has around 400 species of live butterflies, including pupae 


from the jungles of the far East and South America. Tel: 01492 593149. 


All art lovers in the Northeast should visit the Hatton Gallery in Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Among the exhibitions on display this month are a show of works from MA gradu- 
fine art from the University of Newcastle and Through Eastern Eyes, a look at 
rk of Japan’s leading picture book illustrators. Admission is free. Tel: 0191 222 


yr visit www.ncl.ac.uk/hatton 


If you’re captivated by Cornwall but don’t know much about it, then take a 
walk or ride through Tunnels Through Time in Newquay. The tunnels recre- 
iny of the popular characters and events from Cornish history 
authentic costumes and reconstructed settings. 
’s also the Dungeon of Despair to keep the more 
ish among you amused. Tel: 01637 873379. 


Or maybe you’d rather march up to Chester and see the Dewa Roman () 
experience, which takes you on a tour through reconstructed streets 
the sights, sounds and smells of ancient Chester will show you what 
ot up to after a hard day’s slaying. You can also go on an archaeo- 
| dig and visit a museum of artifacts. You can even see how you’d 
na Roman soldier’s armour. Tel: 01244 343407. 


CONWY BUTTERFLY JUNGLE 


pack of wolves. The piéce de 
resistance comes right at the 
end: a huge mechanical 
spider, its legs controlled 

by the tug of a wire, anda 
description of how it 
manages to lure unsuspecting 
creatures into a “toxic death 
trap”. Arachnophobes, steer 
well clear! 


This exhibition is obviously 
tailored towards kids, as there’s 
plenty for them to get their 


(tack! 


Dan Batten stares nature in the face at the Natural History 


hands on. There could have 
been a bit more for us grown 
ups to read and absorb, but 
there’s still enough quality 
material here to sink into 
minds young and old. 

Tel: 020 7942 S000, 
wuww.nbm.ac.uk On until 

6 May 2002. £9 adults, £4.50 
concessions, children up to 16 
free. Mon-Sat 10am-5.50pm, 
Sunday 11am-5.50pm last 
admission at 5.30pm. 


Hungry? A menacing spider (above), cheeky chameleon (top) 
and nasty shark (below, left), all destined for your visual pleasure. 


a 


disabledunited 


Uniting the community together 


Disabledunited.com 


Disabledunited has been designed to unite 
the disabled community to enable you to form 


friendships, meet new people and discuss 
topical issues. Sell or swap your unwanted 
gifts or items (ie disability equipment) or 
simply browse through our online swapshop. 


You’re only a click away from an exciting, 
new, interactive service. Sign up now and try 
your free trial membership of the friendship 
service at DisabledUnited.com or contact us 
at info@disabledunited.com 


The site is supported initially by the Princes Trust. 


EEL Ee ee 
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Waterworld: a wheelchair user 


takes a break from his chair 


CONTACT US FOR A BROCHURE: MEDIMOTION Ltd, P 
TEL: 01559 384 097 « FAX: 


edimotion.co.uk 


That super sinking feeling 


Simon Minty goes scuba-diving at the Latimer Diving School 


generally prefer my week- 

ends not to be strenuous, 

but when a friend suggested 
I try scuba diving, it sounded 
like I should make an effort. 

[ am a passable swimmer, 
definitely beyond arm bands, 
but no Duncan Goodhew. I also 
have what I euphemistically 


“Pico” Lower 
body model 


ae 


e multiple sclerosis 


call, “a healthy respect for the 
water” — I get a bit scared 
sometimes! If you’re planning 
on diving for two hours, 35 
metres down, miles out at sea, 
you need to be a proficient 
swimmer. But I learned the 
basics in a pool. 

Breathing underwater 


“Viva” 
Full body 
model 


J wt A 2 News 


Can also be used as active trainer using your own muscle power. 
Handset operates at variable speeds and resistance to encourage 
progress and provides bio-feedback with a 


q 


SUITABLE FOR 


e ‘stroke’ patients 


is one of the tricky bits. It’s 
not physically difficult (the 
equipment takes care of that). 
It’s making your brain 
understand that it’s possible. 
Fortunately, my instructor, 


John, understood this and we 
spent a bit of time beforehand 
talking about what to expect. 


240 VOLT MACHINES FOR LOWER | 
EER CODA ESA ae 


» 


isplay. 


° paralysis (paraplegia and 
tetraplegia) 
® spastic and rheumatic illnesses 


¢ blood circulation disorders 
(prophylaxis of thrombosis) 


¢ non-inflammatory illness of 
the peripheral nerves 
(polyneuropathy) 


e insufficient physical exercise 
e oedemas 


e arthrosis 
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e Parkinson's disease 
e muscular dystrophy 


e osteoporosis 
e stiffness of the joints 


he SOLE UK IMPORTER 


ENCADER, CARMARTHENSHIRE. SA39 9AZ. 
01559 384 814 » E-mail: medimotion@hotmail.com 


John is a volunteer at the 
Latimer Diving School for 
People with Disabilities. 

Based in Hammersmith, 
west London, the club has 
free instruction sessions for 
disabled people on Saturdays. 

John has been diving for over 
30 years. He’s obviously very 
experienced but is equally at 
home instructing novices. It’s 
comforting that diving is a 
“buddy” sport, meaning you 
pair up and help one another — 
like pointing out interesting 
underwater sights or knowing 
how to bring another diver up 
if they’re in trouble. 

I was told to bring my 
swimming trunks and an old 
t-shirt. The club loaned me 
flippers, goggles and 
equipment. Within 15 minutes 
of changing, I was bobbing 
about in the water. 

You learn at the pace you’re © 
happy with. My “healthy 
respect” for water was never 
confronted as John had the | 
uncanny knack of always ' 
being right beside me but 
never in my way or interfering. 

The first time I went under 
was a peculiar feeling. I let the 
air out of the inflated body cast | 
I was wearing, and slowly | 
descended to the bottom of the | 
pool. My brain took a moment 
to compute that I was still 
breathing despite being 
underwater. I resurfaced and 
checked that everything was 
fine. It was, so I went back ! 
under. 

A yearning to progress to 
the next stage increased during 
my hour in the pool. I stopped 
worrying about breathing | 
underwater and started to | 
imagine swimming around 
shipwrecks or spotting amazing | 
fish and sea creatures. If I 


continue the lessons and ; 
become proficient, there is no 
reason why I can’t. 


Up for air: Simon Minty comes 
to the surface 


The Latimer Diving School 
runs free diving lessons for dis- 
abled people most Saturdays, | 
but is unable to teach some . 
people with learning difficulties. | 
Call Andy, tel: 020 8567 8769 to | 
arrange a suitable time and 
check your individual require- 
ments. The school and pool are 
not fully accessible. 


Dik 


A Choice from Brotherwood 


Side by side - Fianco a fianco 


The Brotherwood conversion of the award winning Fiat Multipla, a car conversion which offers excellent visability, 

comfort and safety for the wheelchair passenger travelling in their own wheelchair, “side by side” with the driver. 
Brotherwood conversion of the 

| jes @) Fiat Multipla in current development 


& test programme. V.C.A. Type 


THE MARK OF A QUALITY 
eee Approval under application. 


Conversion retaining standard roof - 56” (1420mm) internal headroom. 
Conversion with raised roof 63” (1600mm) internal headroom. 

Rear access with shallow manual counter-balanced ramp Eom 
low & level floor through to forward position. ; 


ora Family solution 
<< ' 


RENAULT KANGOO 


Brotherwood conversion of the 
Renault Kangoo. Diesel and 
Automatic available. V.C.A, 


TEMaRK oF AguAUTY Type Approval under application, 


Kangoo from £13,637.96 


- Petrol 1.4 RN - Manual 5 speed or 


Automatic, Diesel available. Low & Level floor (61” 


flat floor conversion) with 58” headroom 


VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN 


Brotherwood conversion of 
the Volkswagen Sharan. 
V.C.A. Type Approval No. 
THEMARK oF AgUALTY LC326/A/027 Ext. No.1 


Sharan with standard roof (54” headroom) % 
from £26,264.40 (2.0’S’ petrol, manual 6 speed) 
Including raised roof (5§9” headroom) 


from £27,714.40 (2.0’S’ petrol, manual 6 speed) 


CITROEN BERLINGO 


Brotherwood conversion - Citroén 

Berlingo. 3 door V.C.A. Type 

Approval No, LC334/A/035, 5 door 
THE MARK OF A QUALITY Type Approval under application. 


7 gesiings Compact from £13,989.55 


.gi. Petrol 1 Ai - Manual 5 speed and maanet available. 


Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle Converters 
' Association 


Spotability 
ACCREDITED 


* Tis ta Wad ark of Meaty. epee charty No. 200745 


Phone now for more details and availability 
or ask for a information pack, on 


Tel: 01935 872603 
Fax: 01935 eS 


NEW OR USED e * SHORT & LONG TERM HIRE e FINANCE e INSURANCE e AFTER SALES SERVICE ¢ BUY-BACK SERVICE 


ome Pillar Box ‘Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP 
e-mail: sales@brotherwood. com « * www.brotherwood.com 


Disabilitynow September 2001 


; of 


28 Back to school 


DN helps you start off the school year with 
a special, six-page feature on education. 


Moving on: Pupil Michael Brady (centre) tried out a new guided 
mobility training device, designed by Scope, at St. Margaret’s School 
in Surrey. With him are Oonagh Goodman, from the Children’s 
Trust, and Duncan Grant, from the JP Morgan Educational Trust. 


Parents in school row 


Parents of children at a special 
school in Lambeth, London, are 
fighting a local authority plan 
to admit children with challeng- 
ing behaviour. 

They have already lost a 
judicial review in the High 
Court, but hope to appeal in 
September on the grounds 
that mixing disabled children 
and those with challenging 


See this new kit 


stand at The 


| NEW WHALE 
_on the Phlexicare SILENT FLOW KIT 


behaviour would not provide 
their children with the best 
possible education. 

A spokesman for Lambeth 
Borough Council said Thurlow 
Park Special School closed in 


August and is due to reopen in 
September. But the legal action 
delayed building work, which 
could not begin until an appeal 
has been made. 


Independent 
Living Show. 
Wembley 12¢- 
13'" September. 


Where a gravity 
drain is not an 
option the Whale 
shower drain 
pump kit range | 
provide a reliable | 
solution to 
draining showers. 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON THE 
WHALE PRODUCT RANGE 
PLEASE CONTACT 


WHALE 


SUPPORT 


Tel: 028 9127 0531 
Fax: 028 9146 6421 


Email: info@whalepumps.com 


No regular 
maintenance is 
necessary. Can 
pump hair, gels, 

grit and other 
shower waste 
without blocking. 


Dismay over closure 


Parents claim their disabled 
children will be “excluded from 
meaningful education” after a 
charity’s decision to close one 
of its schools. 

Sunshine House School in 
Southport will be shut by The 
Royal National Institute for the 
Blind (RNIB) before December 
2002. 

Kate Murry, whose daughter 
Pema has attended the school 
for three years, said: “The qual- 
ity and care of Sunshine House 


are not available anywhere else 
in the region. If it were, we 
would be happy to make alter- 
native arrangements.” 

RNIB trustees voted to close 
the school after an independent 
feasibility study showed the 
number of pupils would drop in 
coming years to even less than 
the current 12 on the register. 

Eammon Fetton, RNIB 
director of education, said: “We 
will do everything we can to 
ensure that children and their 


parents are fully supported.” 

The charity has also angered 
other parents by deciding to 
move a school near Kettering 
to Coventry. 

It will use Lottery money to 
relocate Rushton House School 
and the associated Dryden 
House residential accommoda- 
tion to attract more pupils. 

But some parents are angry 
about the move because of 
the difficulty involved in 
commuting to Coventry. 


Children 
given voice 


Children can now have their 
say at Special Educational 
Needs tribunals following the 
introduction of new rules at the 
beginning of September. 

New regulations will let 
pupils attend hearings and give 
evidence. Previously the tri- 
bunals, which determine special 
provision for young students, 
did not have to listen to pupils. 

Parents can also include 
their children’s views in state- 
ments to the tribunal. 

A spokesman for the 
Advisory Centre for Education 
was pleased: “This regulation 
removes the concern that a 
child might be denied the right 
to speak at a tribunal.” 

The changes in the regula- 
tions will made it simpler to 
appeal tribunal decisions by 
reducing the previous three-step 
procedure to two stages. 


Book worms: Penny Melville-Brown of the Learning and Skills 
Council opened a new learning centre at Treloar College with the 
help of student Ben Patey. It includes an automated library which 
brings books to disabled students. 


Exclusion worries 


Campaigners have urged the 
government to ensure the needs 
of profoundly disabled children 
are taken into account in new 
plans” to create sspecralist 
schools, which will focus on 
particular subjects such as lan- 


RNID 


Find out about the latest issues affecting you 


free exhibition...new technology...campaigns 
welfare rights...arts...employment...education 
audiology...care services 


For more details contact the RNID Information Line: 
Tel: 0808 808 0123 Textphone: 0808 808 9000 
Fax: 020 7296 8199 E-mail: informationline@rnid.org.uk 


Website: www.rid.org.uk 


Wr 


breaking the sound barrier GD 


The leading event on deafness 
and hearing loss 


THE ROYAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR DEAF PEOPLE 


guages or technology. 
Disability charity Scope 
fears the plans may not specify 
how such children would be 
included in vocational educa- 
tion, which will be part of the 
curriculum in these schools. 


PA scheme launched 
Three Birmingham universities 
have launched a personal assis- 
tance scheme for disabled 
students to help them access 
higher education. 

The project is available 
at the University of Central 
England, Aston University and 
Birmingham University. 


Higher ed guide 

Skill (the national bureau for 
students with disabilities) will 
publish a guide Into Higher 
Education 2002 in September. 
It has also produced a new 
guide Into Further Education. 
www.skill.org.uk 


New resources 

New education resources for 
adults with learning difficulties 
include CD-ROMS and 15 new 
publications to be used by 
teachers. 

They have been produced by 
NIACE (the national organisa- 
tion for adult learning). 

Tel. 020 7840 5400 
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‘Iwo years frustration and legal battles’ 


Peter Brill thought his daughter would get the education she needed, but he didn’t bargain for Bristol LEA 


osephine Brill, my daugh- 

J ter, is eight-and-a-half. 
| She has settled into her 
new primary school for 
profound multiple learning 
disability (PMLD) children in a 
Bristol suburb. She enjoys the 
new hydrotherapy pool, her 
school work and new friends — 
both disabled and able bodied. 
Tshould be happy and looking 
forward to her future. Yet, after 
two years of frustration and legal 
battles, I’m already worried 
about her secondary education. 

After moving to Bristol in 
1995, I was delighted to 
discover that the quality of 
education for severe learning 
disability (SLD) and PMLD 
children was generally very good. 

With profound physical 
disability and visual impair- 
ment, Josephine needs total 
care and a stimulating 
environment. Henbury Manor 
in north west Bristol offered a 
strong provision for all ages 
and good links with local 
mainstream schools, allowing 
for inclusive activity when 
appropriate. This, combined 
with the school’s ethos of 
training and exellence, 
persuaded us to live in the area. 

Two years later, with a new 
director of education, Bristol 
Local Education Authority 
(LEA) decided a full review and 
“consultation” was required for 
special needs education 
provision. Under the guise of 
needing to improve inclusive 
education, it consulted parents 
on three options. These were 
mainly focused around closing 
Henbury Manor (due to an 
Ofsted report highlighting 
shortcomings with the school 
building — a fact accepted by 
parents and teachers), and 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


relocating PMLD and SLD 
children to existing schools. 
Alternatives were put 
forward by parents and 
educational staff — including 
the opportunity to re-develop 
another site into a Centre of 
Excellence for the region, with 
clear timescales to ensure a 
smooth transition for the 
children. This was dismissed 
out of hand by the LEA. 
Relocation presented two 
insurmounable issues. The first 
was transport. The review 
forced more children to endure 
bus and taxi journeys of over an 
hour. An hour for an able- 


Others families faced 
journeys of more than an hour 
across Bristol or sought 
alternatives out of county, at 
the LEA’s expense, or their own. 

The issue of secondary 
education remains, and I have 
three years left to fight for it. 
The LEA says it will open a 
special unit in a school in North 
Bristol — about an hour by bus 
for Josephine, with no 
guarantee it will be suitable. 

The LEA argues there are 
not enough potential pupils in 
state education in north west 
Bristol to justify building a new 
secondary school, which could 


‘In many ways, I’m thankful Josephine is unaware of 
these issues — she doesn’t need hypertension too.’ 


bodied child is bad enough; for 
a child with physical or 
behavioural difficulties, it is 
totally unacceptable. 

More worryingly, mainstream 
secondary education in north 
Bristol remains poor, with one 
school closed and another 
currently under Special Measures. 
Special needs secondary educa- 
tion would become non-existent 
after Henbury Manor closed. 

But Bristol LEA enforced the 
closure, spending hundreds of 
thousands of pounds to 
redevelop the site for children 
with challenging behaviour. 
They also came within two 
weeks of facing a judicial 
review in the High Court, 
miraculously agreeing a 
settlement allowing them to go 
ahead with their original plans. 

Thankfully, Josephine 
gained a place at Claremont, 
the only local primary with 
facilities (which cost over £1m) 
able to handle PMLD children. 


easily include a special needs 
unit. Secondary schools in the 
area are at the bottom of the 
UK league tables, and parents 
who can afford to — and many 
who can’t — have turned to 
Bristol’s independent schools. 
For us, the future holds the 
promise of tribunals, judicial 
reviews and two hours of 
travelling per day for Josephine. 
In many ways I’m thankful she’s 
unaware of these issues — she 
doesn’t need hypertension too. 


“IT GIVES 


PETER CASARU 


Weighing the outcomes: Peter Brill at home in Bristol with his 


daughter Josephine. 


ME A MUCH 


BETTER 


LIFESTYLE" 


The Miniflex Powerchair introduces 
a new sense of independence and 


mobility around your home. 


Compact size and tight 
turning circle 


Standard electric seat elevation 


aids high reach 
Front wheel drive for easy 


if someone in your family has a 


LEARNING DISABILITY 


If someone in your family has a learning disability (‘mental 
handicap’), he or she needs security — not just now, but in the 
future when you’re no longer here. Mencap, the UK’s leading 
charity for people with learning disabilities, is offering a FREE 
booklet called Leaving money by will to people with a learning 
disability. The booklet explains how you can secure your 
dependant’s future and how to avoid pitfalls such as 
unintentionally reducing their entitlement to benefits. 


To receive your FREE copy, just write to: 


Marion Young, Mencap, Room 111H 
FREEPOST, 123 Golden Lane, London EC1B 1AA. 


Or phone FREE, quoting reference: 111H 


0500 243444 


Mencap (The Royal Society for Mentally Handicapped Children and Adults). A registered charity No. 222377 


operation 


Easy access in and out of 

the chair 

Optional comfort seating and 
extras to suit personal needs 


For full information call: 


FREEPHONE 
0500 618008 


or write to: 


RAINBOW REHAB (Dept DN) 
FREEPOST, The Coach House, 134 Purewell 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 
www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
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What do students want? 


New codes of practice will reinforce the rights of disabled students and children in education, but we | 
will have to wait to see their full impact. Dan Batten goes out to see what changes students want now. | 


Former pupils know what would have 
helped them, and what could help 
others. “I'd like to see adaptations to | 
science labs,” says Becky Stearne, who | 
has restricted growth. She adds: “I 
loved the biology but couldn’t reach 
the benches in the labs without 
standing on stools. Height adjustable | 
lab benches would be perfect.” 


_ 


Jenny Atherton, an arts 
management student at 
South Bank University wants 
rigid work deadlines made 
more flexible. Jenny, 23, who 
has osteoarthritis of the 
spine, failed her second year 
at South Bank due to missing 


I Kevin James, 11, who has cerebral ie: wants more time to take 
tests. “At my last maths test, my hands got really tired because I 
had to write faster than usual,” says Kevin. “I can ask for extra 

| time, but I wish it wasn’t such a fuss for teachers to get it for me.” 


Burning to learn: disabled pupils may be tomorrow’s scientists 


our time at school and open for consultation by school 
university shouldbe the children, students and others, 


Anna Harmsworth, 19, wants university entrance interviews 
to be more accessible. She plans to do an English degree, but 


best of your life. But if deal with duties placed upon deadlines when she was ill, | her speech difficulties get worse when she is nervous. “I got 
you can’t access things to make schools, colleges and education even though they are fully good enough ‘A’ level grades she says, “but the thought of 
studying easier, shouldn’t your services to improve access aware of her disability. “Iam an interview terrifies me.’ 
teachers do more homework to under the Special Education in constant pain and some- 
help you manage? Needs and Disability Act. times cannot move,” says | Robin Clark, 16, has a visual impairment but can read “decent 

Two new codes of practice While the codes will offer Jenny. She thinks universities | sized” print without assistance. “Id like to see a uniform print style 

on education in schools and examples of good practice, should make individual deci- ' for lesson handouts,” he says. He’s finished his GCSEs and won- 
colleges, to be published by the the courts will enforce the law. sions based on individual ' ders how he’ll manage with reading material at college. “I could 
Disability Rights Commission It‘s clear that there are cases. “I was told by a ' cope in school when teachers knew of my disability, but now I'll 
along with practical guidance alterations that could make member of staff that there | have to start again,” he says. He’s also contemplating the expense 
notes, may help disabled lesson time more accessible. would be ‘chaos’ if course _ of making additional photocopies from books with small print 
students. The codes, currently But what do pupils want? alterations were made for | when he eventually goes to university and would like disabled 


individual students.” 


_ students to have free or reduced-rate access to copying services. 


To respond on the web: www.drc-gb.org (closing date 31 October). 
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Disabled and academic 


Kevin Vaughan spent most of his life excelling in mainstream education. When he developed ME two years 
ago, he switched to a specialist college. The results were not what he expected 


perspective on the education 

system as I have experienced 
both sides, mainstream and 
_ special needs. 

I have mild cerebral palsy 

(diplega of right side) and two 
_ years ago was diagnosed with 
ME. Now nearly 18,1 am ata 
_ residential specialist college, 
- Hereward College in Coventry, 
and looking at my university 
options. 

I started in a mainstream 
primary school with a special 
needs unit and was transferred 
'to Walmer Secondary, a fully 
) mainstream school in Deal, 

) Kent, at 11. 
Mainstream was a great 
_ experience for me. My mother 
‘had to fight to get me into 
Walmer, because the school did 
not feel it could meet my needs 
and had no serious experience 
of disability. By the end of my 
school career I was one of the 
top academics and the issue of 
disability had almost 
disappeared. When I first went 

to the school, the prospectus 
stated it was unsuitable for 
people with disabilities/ 
mobility difficulties; when I left 
it said, “we welcome people 
with disabilities.” 

I was fortunate in 
mainstream because most of 
my problems had nothing to do 
with my disability. I don’t 
believe I was treated any 
differently by my peers or 
teachers because of it. 

When I developed ME, the 
school and I both had difficulty 
coping. For the last year-and-a- 
half I went part-time. Some 
teachers knew why; others did 
not. Staff were sometimes 
frustrated when I could not 
always hand in my work, but 
there was a close circle around 
me who were understanding 
and helped me through. I 
passed ten GCSEs, four at 
grade A, three at grade B. 

The ME and my disability 
interacted very badly, making 
each other worse. I decided 
mainstream was now too 
difficult to manage so 
transferred to the special 
needs sector. I had avoided the 
disabled community all my life; 
now I was joining it. 

Last September I started at 
Hereward College as a 
residential student living away 
from home for the first time. 
This was my biggest mistake. 
My family and I were led to 
believe that the college was for 
physically disabled people with 
some academic ability who 


| [ have a rather unique 


Cres 
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Having moved back home, 


which is now in Coventry, I do 
most of my A-levels through 
the college but at other 
institutions, so I limit my 
contact with the college. I’m 


Away from home: Kevin (above right) has found it difficult to live at Hereward College (above). 


needed extra support. 

At present I am doing four 
A-levels, and will be 
completing a fifth next year. 
Polly, my fiancée, and J are the 
only students completing a full 
A-level course. A handful of 
others are doing one or two A- 
levels out of a college of over 
400 students. Less than a 
quarter are completing an 
equivalent course. 

I have struggled at 
Hereward, as has Polly. They 
are not geared up to nor do 


they really understand people 
with disabilities who are 
academic. My tutor is 
wonderful, one of the few who 
treat me as an equal. 

It is not just the academic 
side. Assumptions are made 
that if you live at the college 
you need care, cannot manage 
your own life and do not know 
what is best for you, but 
I’ve managed many areas of 
my life independently for 
many years now. 

When my ME deteriorated 


After GCSEs, what next? 
Thinking of GNVQs, NVQs, 
City & Guilds or A levels? 


Then think Treloar College - the residential 
college for students with physical disabilities. 
Together we can make a winning team. 


We've vocational courses ranging from 
IT and Admin to Creative and Performing 


Arts, including ee as well as 24-hour medical 
facilities, physio-, OT and speech & language therapists, 
great care - and wonderful sport and social opportunities. 


Call Admissions Officer, Helen Burton on 01420 547425 
for further info, or e-mail her on admissions@treloar.org.uk 


And if you’re not sure... join our Team Treloar weekend 
on October 26 - 28. You'll have a great time - with or without 
a carer - and get to see how we can help you reach your 
personal and academic goals. Ask Helen for details. 


Treloar College 
Holybourne 

Alton 

Hampshire 

GU34 4EN 
www.treloar.org.uk 


Tréloar’s 


Enabling Education 


Treloar School and College are supported by the Treloar Trust, registered charity number 307103 


last year, most staff were not 
very understanding or 
knowledgeable. They assumed 
I could not manage my own 
health and tried to make 
decisions for me. Senior 
management were overruling 
the nursing staff. It got to the 
stage where I became very ill 
and could not go to classes, 
much as I wanted to. 
Eventually, after a long memo 
and a threat to take action, I 
now make my own decisions on 
health matters. 


hoping to go to Cambridge to 
read history and eventually 
teach at a university. 

I feel very burnt from my 
experiences at Hereward. | 
thought I was part of a 
minority by being disabled but 
at Hereward I belonged to 
another minority as well. I 
thought the special needs sector 
would be easier but it has been 
much harder, and I am sorry | 
left mainstream, even though it 
was very difficult. 

It is so hard to find a place 
if you are both disabled and 
academic. We don’t quite 
belong to either system. 


Make yourself comfortable 


WITH THE MODULO COMFORT CHAIR 


Attendant or 
self-propelled 
Foldable 
Dismantles 
without tools 
Lightweight and 
comfortable 


RRbe 200 


The Modulo Comfort wheelchair is reclining and 
supports the entire body. The chair can be disassembled 
down to the frame, without tools in under three 
minutes. The lightness of the frame (15kg) and the 
component parts mean that the Modulo Comfort chair 
can be easily transported in a hatch-back car. 


For further information or to order contact Urathon at 
the address below 


Urathon Europe Ltd Thane House Hilmarton Wiltshire SN11 8SB 


Tel: 01249 760581 Fax: 01249 760547 
email: sales@urathon.com 
www.urathon.com 


SOLUTIONS IN 
TECHNOLOGY 
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Parent power 


t 3am on 31 January 

1989, I found myself in 

an attendant-controlled 
grey wheelchair being pushed 
along a corridor of Kings 
College Hospital in South 
London with a newborn baby 
on my lap. For once, I felt like 
other mothers, unable to walk 
to the ward after giving birth — 
but in reality I wasn’t able to 
walk anyway as I was a perma- 
nent wheelchair user, the result 
of multiple sclerosis. 

Back in my room, one of my 
first thoughts was “How the 
hell will I deal with him when 
he’s able to walk, indeed able to 
walk away from me?” 

Now, 12 years on, I look 
back at how ’ve managed 
through his nursery, infant and 


who all helped each other to 
help their children through the 
various stages. 

At infant and junior school, 
I met other parents and teach- 
ers through reading workshops 
one morning a week and soon 
got myself known. I was con- 
scious of how important it was 
to be at the same eye level as 
infant and junior age children. 

I volunteered to be Marcus’s 
class parent representative and. 
made myself available after 
school to note parental com- 
ments. From here I applied to 
be a parent governor at junior 
school and was chosen by other 
parents to act on their behalf. 

This is where you can enforce 
change. It seems daunting at 
first because other people seem 


Seeing me in a wheelchair or scooter, other parents 
and staff became very supportive. Through this, we 
set up a network of parents who all helped each other 
to help our children through the various stages. 


junior schools, and the effect 
my involvement has had on 
staff, parents, children and, of 
course, Marcus. 

One thing I’ve learnt is that 
if you want schools to include 
disabled parents, you have to 
make your presence felt. Seeing 
me in a wheelchair or scooter, 
other parents and staff became 
very supportive. Through this 
we set up a network of parents 


to know a lot more about pro- 
cedure, for example, than you 
do, but your questions will be 
answered if you aren’t afraid to 
admit you don’t understand. If 
you have a chance of airing your 
views, you may be able to get 
your child’s learning environ- 
ment adapted for your needs. 
Rosendale School in 
Dulwich, London, was already 
multi-cultural and forward 


DAVID WARD ~ 


Activist mum: Marcus practises with Isobel for the London Towers Basketball team. 


looking with a head teacher 
keen to improve access for dis- 
abled parents and children. Even 
so, I had to become chair of the 
governors before we could 
install a ramp in the junior 
building, improve security and a 
have a perimeter fence to be 
proud of — still no graffiti on it. 
From having separate 


infants and junior schools, we 
were able to amalgamate them 
and get more funding for the 
resulting primary school. With 
the extra funding we could 
make the junior school accessi- 
ble like the infants. The bor- 
ough was persuaded to remove 
the temporary, inaccessible 
huts and replace them with 


~ Free smoke 
alarm 


the telephone 


D.A.S.S. 


Direct Alert Security Systems that link 
with our 24 hour call centre. 


Just push your personal alarm button 
and we know you need help. 


We can talk to you even if you cannot reach 


Never be alone again! 
Immediate response - peace of mind. 


Call for your FREE brochure or no obligation home demonstration 


0800 085 4153 
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| A free service which 


care needs to our 
database of care 
providers. 


matches your specific 


DISAB iE) TEs 
CARE REGISTER 


0800 389 2077 


Register your needs free of charge by calling 0800 
389 2077 or online at www.carechoices.co.uk 


Speak to one of our members of staff to discuss 
your needs and requirements. 


A short list will be sent to you detailing suitable 
care in your specified areas. 


Available to professionals and individuals alike. 


To find out more contact care choices at: 


Valley Court, Croydon, Nr Royston, Hertfordshire, 


Email: careselect@carechoices.co.uk 
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Website: www.carechoices.co.uk 


If your child’s school isn’t accessible, make 
your presence felt, says Isobel Ward. 
It worked for her 


accessible classrooms. 

Primary to secondary school 
was a big jump. I joined other | 
parents in working with 
Southwark Council to establish 
a new, accessible comprehen- 
sive in the Dulwich area. MPs 
Harriet Harman and Tessa 
Jowell were involved with 
The Charter School too. But 
Marcus did not get a place 
there because we were just 
outside its catchment area. 


Many borough decisions don’t 


account for the needs of 
disabled parents. 

Luckily, he was offered a 
place at the Harris City 
Technology College in South 
London, which was also mod- 
ern and accessible. I’ve won- 
dered whether the fact that I 


went along with him to an 
interview and was seen by the 
interviewer made a difference. 

Of course, there will always 
be times when Marcus can do 
things that I can’t and I have 
had to come to terms with that. 
It has been an important part of 
his education and of mine and 
perhaps it has brought us closer 
together. 

I have needed to confide in 


him and trust him in areas 
where other parents may not 
need to and give him responsi- 
bilities over and above what 
other parents might give, but 
this is no bad thing. 

By getting involved in his 
learning environment, perhaps 
other disabled parents can 


make an impact on the society | 


in which these children will 
become adults. 
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Dan Batten explores 
new devices that 
can make the return 
from holiday more 
bearable 


or younger students, 
grasping basic skills 
can be more fun when 


taught by a friendly face, 
and they don’t come more 
youngster-friendly than Bob 
the Builder and his talking 
fun-to-learn computer. The 
computer includes 20 games 
that teach word and number 
skills, all spoken aloud with 
voices and music from the 
cartoon. Why do kids have 
all the fun? £33.99 from 
Shoppers Universe, 
tel: 0800 015 1290 or visit 
www.shoppersuniverse.com 


aving a hard time 
hearing in a noisy 
classroom? The 


Royal National Institute for 
Deaf People (RNID) has 
some handy gadgets, includ- 
ing a crystal listener and 
neckloop that connects to 

a hearing aid and is suitable 
for people with severe 
hearing loss. It has a built-in 
microphone that amplifies 
sound from up to six feet 
away. There’s also a pocket- 
size listener for those with 
mild hearing loss who need 
occasional help in a conver- 
sation. Prices start at £11.74 
from RNID customer ser- 
vices, tel: 01733 232607, 
textphone: 01733 238020 or 
visit www.shop.rnid.co.uk 


veryone knows that 
one of the worst 
things about going 


to school is carrying a big 
heavy bag around. So why 
not carry a lightweight 
backpack around instead? 
Aside from being as light as 
the proverbial feather, the 
pack is made from a water- 
resistant material which 
means you can carry your 
swimming gear as well as 
your books. £2.95 from 
www.schoolyard.co.uk, 
tel: 0845 345 4550. 


eed to make reading 
a little easier? Have 
a look at the 


Magnifco website. They 
supply a wide range of 
affordable products, includ- 
ing magnifiers and a book 
light for reading at night. 
www.magnifyingglasses.co.uk 


A new Ford Fo 
attendant Carchair sy 


ack to younger folk: 
an alphabet board is 
an ideal way to recog- 


nise those 26 characters. The 
board comes on a stand-alone 
frame and features 36 wooden 
tiles with letters in upper and 
lower case printed alongside 
images that correspond to 


ith 
cus complete wit 
stem from £14,051 


the letters. £14.99 from 
Dawson and Son, 

Tel: 0870 0367 869 or visit 
www.dawson-and-son.com 


Too cool for school? =p: 


Hamley’s model 
human torso might make 
things a bit clearer. It fea- 
tures eight organs that can be 
removed and examined so 
you can see how the body fits 
together and works. £19.99 
from Hamley’s customer ser- 
vices, tel: 020 8752 2277 (ask 
for product code 542761) or 
visit www.hamleys.co.uk 
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You Will Dream New Dreams, 
Stanley D. Klein PhD and Kim 
Schive: Kensington Books 


Disabled Children and the 
Law, Janet Read & Luke 
Clements: Jessica Kingsley 
Publishers 


ou Will Dream New 
Dreams is a collec- 
tion of “inspiring per- 


sonal stories by parents of 
children with disabilities”. 
Almost every story follows 
the same familiar pattern: 
the shock of giving birth to a 
baby with any kind of dis- 
ability, the coming to terms 
with the “awful news,” cul- 
minating in an assertion of 
the strength and joy of realis- 
ing that the child is still a 
child. As one parent put it, 
this realisation offers “new- 
found understanding of the 


The Little @ 
Locksmith @ 


The Little Locksmith, 
Katherine Butler Hathaway: 
Aurum Press 


book has moved me like 
this. While it parallels my 
own life, it isn’t simply the 
coincidence of shared experi- 
ence that makes The Little 


[:. been a long time since a 


YOU WILL 
DREAM NEW | 
DREAMS 


INSPIRING 
PERSONAL 
STORIES BY 
PARENTS OF 
CHILDREN WITH 


DISABILITIES 


Stanley D. Klein, Ph.D. | 
and Kim Schive 
of Merete 


preciousness of all people.” 

While I certainly went 
through these feelings myself, 
I’m afraid I put the book down 
feeling sorry that in a society 
unwilling to handle disability in 
everyday life, with such inflated 
social expectations for what an 
ideal child should be, parents . 
are so unprepared to have a 
disabled child. 

What a relief, then, to lay 
aside the soft-focus American 


Locksmith a book to be enjoyed 
by disabled people: it’s the com- 
pelling voice of the author. 

It is a memoir of life 
with disability in early 20th 
century America. Originally 
published in 1943, it was a 
bestseller that disappeared 
before being rediscovered by 
The Feminist Press. 

Katharine was born in 1890 
to a wealthy family in eastern 
America. At five, she developed 
spinal tuberculosis and, 
subjected to the best treatment 
of the time, was strapped flat 
on a board in an attempt to 
keep her spine straight. 

Released from the board 


sentimentality of that book, 
and pick up the sensible 
Disabled Children and the 
Law. The book immediately 
invites the reader. “Some 
of the greatest restrictions 
and limitations experienced 
by disabled children and 
adults are undoubtedly 
created by the way that 
society is organised to 
exclude them...” How true. 
This book helps readers 


Disabled 
Children | 
and the Law ]j 


Research and Good Practice 


Janet Read & Luke Clements 


after ten years, she had not 
escaped “deformity.” Her back 
was hunched, like the “little 
locksmith” who did odd jobs 
around the family home, and 
she would never grow taller 
than a 10 year old. 

Loved by her family, 
Katharine’s struggles were 
with her own self-esteem and 
the low expectations of others 
with regard to her prospects for 
romantic and sexual fulfilment: 


“By an unspoken understanding 


it was taken for granted that I 
was not to have what was 
apparently considered the 
most thrilling and important 
experience in grown-up life.” 


Quicker, Easier Way to Subscribe! 


Subscribing to DN couldn’t be easier. Simply fill out the form here and send with your payment to 
our FREEPOST address below. And to make paying easy for you, we now accept Switch, along 
with cheques, postal orders or credit cards. 


If you receive any of the means-tested benefits listed below, you are entitled to a subscription to 
DN for FREE — just send us proof of your benefit entitlement. 


Don’t forget, if you call our new hotline you can pay immediately by Switch or Credit Card. 
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understand the relevant laws, 
and to apply these laws 
confidently and creatively to 
improve the quality of life for 
children with disabilities. 
While research-based and 
informative, the book is also 
very readable — essential not 
only for disabled people, their 
families and carers, but social 
workers, teachers, health care 
professionals and others. It 
deals with “the hardships that 
children and families face,” 
and the “services and strate- 
gies that make a difference.” 
My recommendation 
would be to bypass You Will 
Dream New Dreams and get 
Disabled Children and the 
Law for guidance in dealing 
with an imperfect world. 
Jane Muir 


She was expected to 
remain at home, a quiet, 
cheerful spinster. With a 
small inheritance, she was 
able to rebel: attend college, 
form deep friendships and 
write. At 34, she bought a 
house and was able to create 
the space to be herself. She 
fashioned it into a place for 
children, for artists and for 
writers. 

Katharine's description 
of the depression resulting 
from the disparity between 
her vibrant inner self and 
prevailing ideas of “the 
invalid” is powerful stuff. 
The book deserves to be 
on every disability studies 
course. 

Agnes Fletcher 
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Introducing the Tramper, a unique electric all terrain buggy giving 
the physically challenged the ability to go further than ever 
before. A real outdoor buggy designed to cover rough ground, 
mud and grass safely. See our website or phone for a leaflet. 


than just a Class 3 vehicle, 
the Tramper is built to last. 
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Touch the Top of the World 
Erik Weihenmayer: Hodder & 
Stoughton 


i 


or even days struggling to 

the top of a mountain 
and then not being able to 
see the view? Blind since 
childhood, mountaineer and 
explorer Erik Weihenmayer 
has done just that. 

His biography is an honest 
account of his determination | 
that blindness should not bar ! 
him from exploring the 
remotest parts of the world. 
He doesn’t hide the difficul- 
ties that being blind presents 
and laughs at his own over 
confidence at getting around 
certain problems. 

At the book’s end, he 
succeeds in climbing Mount | 
McKinley, Kilimanjaro and | 
Aconcagua. Having been sick — 
at the top of all three due to 
the altitude, he also laugh- 
ingly sets himself a new target | 
—to be the first blind person __| 
to be sick at the top of the 
world’s seven summits. 

This book is a wonderful 
read. You can feel the cold | 
of the snow and ice, and fear 
of the mountain, creep into | 
your fingers and toes. : 

Carolyn Sinclair | 
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disabilities, who believed that 
all artists should have access to 
suitable workspace, as well as 


Exhibitions wa 


ortunately, I taped C4’s 

Blinded series and was 
able to fast forward through 
the scenes of corneal graft- 
ing and eye removal whilst 
eating my tea. Moorfields 
Eye Hospital performs daily 
miracles, but as the voice 
over said, they’re “not for 
the faint hearted.” 

Celebrity Blind Man's 
Buff proved to be less cringe- 
inducing than I had 
anticipated. Linda Robson, 
Sean Hughes and Gail Porter 
(fitted with glasses 
simulating visual 
impairment) made their 
various ways from Blackpool 
Tower to the London Eye, 
illustrating public ignorance 
and indifference along the 
way. Not a fan of Ms Porter, 
I found myself shedding a 
tear with her at the end of 
the show as she removed her 
glasses and rejoined the 
sighted world. 

Not to be outdone, C5 
offered Love Leads The Way, 
about the introduction of 
guide dogs in the 1920s and 
BBC2 came up with Ballad 
in Blue, a film in which Ray 
Charles inspires a blind boy 
and his over-protective 
mother. 

With wall-to-wall house 
} makeovers becoming 
ubiquitous on tv (House 
Invaders, Trading Up and 
Big Strong Boys, all BBC; 
House Doctor, CS), it is 
inevitable that we’d run out 
of able-bodied culprits for 
refurbishing. So Carol 
Vorderman pitched up with 
a family whose daughter 
has cystic fibrosis to do 
up their kitchen for Better 
Homes (ITV). 

C4’s Sweden, Sex and the 
Disappearing Doctors 
described the “Crispbread 
Holocaust” which took place 
in Sweden until as recently as 
1975. Their sterilisation/ 
eugenics programme made 
Nazi Germany seem benign 
and avuncular. Something to 
think about next time you’re 
wandering round that 
famous furniture store. 

Lara Masters swapped 
four wheels for four legs in 
Summer Holiday (BBC1) 
when she went on a 
fabulously accessible riding 
holiday in Arizona. The only 
fly in the baked beans was 
the cost — £900 for a week, 
without your £350 flight. 

And finally, See Hear 
(BBC2) started another nail 
biting series of quizzes with 
teams from Aberdeen and 
Nottingham. You are the 
weakest link. Goodbye. 

Jane Shepherd 


Odds 


his month I was meant to 

be reviewing Impossible 
Microworld at its new 
London venue in Covent 
Garden market’s basement, 
sculptures so small some are 
invisible to the naked eye. 
Unfortunately, despite assur- 
ances to the contrary, I 
arrived to find no lift access 
to the basement level, thus 
making all of them invisible 
to me. For years we have had 
to live with imperfect access 
as fact of history, but there is 
no excuse for misinforming 
potential visitors. 

Instead of my review, 
then, I will take the 
opportunity to introduce 
the Art House, which is 
currently celebrating its 
achievement in securing 
£1m from the Arts Council 
Lottery towards an exciting 
new centre in Doncaster. 

The Art House was 
started in Halifax in 1995 by 
a group of artists, some with 


&} The National Gallery 
is holding a series of 
“Art Through Words” ses- 
sions for blind and partially 
sighted people. On 29 
September Van Dyck’s 
Equestrian Portrait of 
Charles I is examined, 
while Velazques’ The Toilet 


training and exhibition 
opportunities. Since then, they 
have grown in membership 
both locally and nationally, 
seeking to enable members to 
develop their art practice by 
offering training, support and 
advice, and publicity. 


More recently, they have also 


organised projects, one of 
which — Alphabet Soup — is 


currently touring the country. 


The exhibition comprises 26 


complete place settings and 
brings together work of a huge 
variety by about 100 Art House 
members. As their starting 
point, each contributor was 
given a letter of the alphabet 
and a piece from a white dinner 
service produced by Denby 
Pottery, who supported the 
project throughout. The results 
— decorated, broken, 
photographed — can be seen 
and bought as the dinner 
service tours shops across the 
country, ending in Lincoln’s 
Usher Gallery. It is uncertain 
how many of the artists are 


of Venus is sure to put a flush 
in your cheeks. Each session 
begins with a description of 
the painting followed by a 
visit to the Gallery. 

Tel:020 7747 2424. 
www.nationalgallery.org.uk 


oO) Arts Disability Wales 
has set up cADWyn, a 
project promoting the work of 
12 disabled visual artists 


OOS excellent, Hdd very good, H good, } OK, & poor 
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weet November tells the 

story of an advertising 
executive and workaholic 
Nelson Moss (Keanu Reeves), 
who enjoys his idealised 
bachelor lifestyle. At least he 
does until he meets the 
beautiful and unorthodox 
Sara (Charlize Theron). 
Shortly afterwards, he loses 
his job and takes Sara up on 
her offer to spend a month 
together to learn a more 
fulfiling way of living his life. 
What neither of them expect 
(but everyone watching does) 
is that they will fall in love. 

Nelson’s transformation 

is miraculous: he’s re-born 
with a fresh outlook on life. 
However, Sara has a secret: it 
seems her “live every day as 
if it were your last” philos- 
ophy stems from having a 
terminal condition. When 
her secret is revealed, the 


relationship is thrown 
into turmoil. According to 
Sara’s confused thinking, 
imperfection and love are 
incompatible. She wishes 
to be remembered only as a 
“perfect” person, so she 
leaves Nelson to preserve 
the myth while walking 
away from someone who 
wholly accepted her. 

The film makes 
judgements about disability 
and reveals many contra- 
dictions. Almost overnight 
Sara loses her vivaciousness 
and wakes up looking like a 
zombie. Nelson says he can't 
stand by and let her die, yet 
letting her go is exactly what 
he seems destined to do. 

Sweet November tries 
to be sincere and avoids a 
totally glib ending but its 
message is clear: when in 
denial, Sara is vibrant and 
beautiful, but she becomes 
pitiful and ugly when her 
impairment is revealed. 

Simon Minty 


TT 
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Bon appetit: “Alphabet Soup” will be on tour until December 


disabled since the organisation 
makes no distinction between 
its members. However, director 
Liz Whitehead said that it 
roughly reflected the member- 
ship as a whole: 40 per cent 


through postcards to be dis- 
tributed to 100 venues in 
Wales. Submissions are invited 
from either individuals or 
groups and entrants are 
encouraged to use disability 
as a theme. Finalists receive 
£150. Deadline for entries is 
1st November. 

Contact Gwennan Ruddock, 
tel: 029 2037 7885, e-mail: 
arts.disability@enablis.co.uk. 


PWwith PBWe 


identify as disabled, 40 per 
cent as non-disabled and 20 
per cent as neither. 

Adam Reynolds 
‘Alphabet Soup” will be in 
Stratford upon Avon and 
Sevenoaks in September. 
Tel: 01422 342070 
or check website 
e-mail: art.house@virgin.net 
www.the-arthouse.org 
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ny wheelchair and it 


T. +44 (0) 1763 244 288 F +44 (0) 1763 244 882 
W. www.pdqmobility.com E. info@pdqmobility.com 
The Barn 27 Kneesworth Street Royston Herts SG8 5AB 
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36 Y Bright ideas 


Utility re-mappe 


inding inexpensive solu- 
tions for equipment 
needs not available com- 


mercially is Remap’s business, 
and this year’s crop of award 
winners shows the range of help 
the charity can give. With 108 
Remap panels all over the UK, 
there should be one near you. 
First prize, to the North 
Hertfordshire panel, was for a 
fun training aid which allows 
children with learning and 
physical difficulties to operate 
specially designed toys, such as a 
windmill, using a light projector 
on their head. They can then 
progress to using communi- 
cation devices like Liberator. 
Second came an auto-rocking 
cradle, designed by parents 
whose daughter has Tay Sachs 


eS 
4 5 on aaliial . 


Independent minded: Paul 
Hunter (right) can pack bags at 
Tesco, thanks to Don Grove 
(left) and his bag opener design. 


Hire a Hoist to 


Hel 


© going away on holiday or business, 

caring for a visiting relative, 

* waiting for permanent equipment to arrive, 
* trialling before purchasing, 

e there is a shortfall of loan equipment. 


All of our latest hoists are available for short-term hire 
(minimum period of one week). Hoists can often be delivered at 
short notice, and they can be reserved well in advance for 
holidays. A full and comprehensive demonstration of the hoist is 
given on delivery. Demonstrations and assessments for holiday 
hires can be arranged at no extra cost. 


| CALL US NOW, QUOTING REF. PTS1 ON: 


01452 506050 


OR RETURN THIS 


COUPON FOR MORE 


DETAILS. 
ALTERNATIVELY, 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: 
Wwww.arjo.com 


Arjo Hire 


The solution to your problems when:— 


Between the lines: Simon Key, who has cp and perceptual difficulties, 
can now read on his own with the help of a portable reading aid. 


breathing difficulties who uses 
a wheelchair. 

A singing shuttlecock from 
York panel which helps a blind 
person play badminton won 
the award sponsored by 
Professor Heinz Wolff, 
chairman of the judges, while 
the Inman award went to the 
Basingstoke panel for a bag 
opener and support which has 
helped a young man with little 
use of his right arm pack bags 
in the local supermarket. 

“These solutions could 
help other people, so I hope 
commercial companies look at 
them”, said DN editor Mary 
Wilkinson, one of the judges. 
Remap, tel: 01732 883818, 
www.remap.org.uk 


disease and cried continuously 
(Derby & Burton panel). 

Joint third prize went to 
modifications on a running 
machine so that a blind man 
could keep track of his rate 
(Essex West), and to a portable 
reading aid for a teenager with 
cp (Doncaster). Fifth prize was 
an adjustable reading lectern 
for a woman with severe 
arthritis (North Hertfordshire). 

New Horizon, which 
supports projects for pension- 
ers, sponsored two winners: a 
modified pushchair for a 
pregnant mother with cp which 
has dual breaks that stop if she 
falls and looses her grip, and an 
oxygen bottle cradle for a man 
with Downs syndrome and 


y Name: 


I Address: 
l 


Postcode: Tel: 
Please return to: Hire Dept, Arjo Ltd * FREEPOST GL262 + Gloucester GL1 2BR 


e Inspector gadget 


Dan Batten explores the latest things that 
make life easier 


eed a prompt to remind you to 


N take your medication? Give the 
Meditimer a try and there’s 


no way you'll forget again. It has af 
large display showing the day, 
time and date and can be preset | 
with an alarm to remind you to take 

your medicine at the right times. Comes with strorage tray. 
£24.99 from Tempatron, tel: 0118 975 1999. 


™@® ancy a massage 
while writing your 
magnum opus? 


Buy a massage pen and 
you can. It looks like a 
perfectly innocuous 
ballpoint, but the pen 
has a black end that 
vibrates and soothes 
those aches and pains 
from writer’s cramp. 
You also get a map of 
the body that details all 
the key acupressure points 
that can help relieve varying 
ailments. £15.99 from 
www.iwantoneofthose.com 
tel: 0870 241 1066. 


an you manage to 
take yourself to the 
toilet but would 


appreciate a bit of help 
getting off the loo? ASOLO 
toilet lift could be the thing 
for you. The battery-operat- 
ed lift is remote controlled 
and can be placed on your 


existing toilet if you remove 
the seat, with no other 
alterations. Unlike a lot 

of lifts the design is compact 
and blends in unobtrusively 
with your toilet. £849 from 
Direct Mobility, 

tel: 01628 626216 or visit 
www.directmobility.com 


ish you could turn a light on or off at the press of — 
W: remote-controlled button without having to pay 
a fortune for a high-tech gadget? Well, it's possible 
now with a bit of help from UK Stroke. They have devised 
a wall switch with an infrared panel that can take the place 
of a standard light switch. The switch can be worked by remote — 


control or manually. £22.50 plus fitting (if required) from UK 
Stroke, tel: 01332 812588, or visit www.ukstroke.com 


Receiving Direct Payments? 
Thinking about applying for them? 


We take the hassle out of 
employing care staff with 
our payroll 

management service 


Calculating salary due 
Issuing payslips 

Managing Tax 

National Insurance returns 
Liaison with Inland Revenue 


We offer a professional service wherever you live in the UK, and 
our competitive rates may be built into your Direct Payment 
allowance, 


By using Shaw-Direct, you will be supporting a social firm which 
provides work and training for disabled people. 


SHAW-DIRECT Qe ee 


ext 36292 
www.shopethic.com/shawdirect/ 
Please send me details of Shaw-Direct’s payroll management service 


Shaw-Direct, Room 058, Acton Town Hall, Winchester Street, Acton. W3 6NE 
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t's 2001, we've reviewed the new Space Centre (DN August), and 
[ Planet of the Apes is due for a re-release. Now it’s your turn. Try out 
this space crossword. 
ACROSS 
1. Stanley Kubrick’s classic film about 2001 (1,5,7) 
6. The Zodiac’s lion (3) 
8. The first planet to be discovered by a telescope (6) 
9. Large and bright star, with a cool surface (3,5) 
13. Second largest planet in the solar system (6) 
14. The most recent Star Wars movie (7,6) 
16. “...small step for man” — Armstrong’s famous speech (3) 
18 and 35 across. She played Princess Leia in 33 across (6,6) 
19. Minor planet (8) 
22. See 6 down 
23. Third planet from the sun (5) 
25. Pollux is the brightest star of this constellation (6) 
27. Scottish political party (3) 
28. Star of the film Apollo 13 (5) 
30. See 21 down 
32. European Space Agency rocket (6) 
33. Alec Guinness was nominated for an Oscar for his part in 
this space epic (4,4) 
34. See 21 down 
35. See 18 across 
Down 
1. First man on the moon (9) 
2. Planet discovered in 1930 at Lowell Observatory, Arizona (5) 
3. Pluto’s moon, discovered in 1978 (6) 
4. Forbidding presence in the Star Wars films (5,5) 
5. Re-usable space craft (7) 
6 and 22 across. Actor who starred in 14 across (4,6) 
7. Layer that protects Earth from excessive UV radiation (5) 
9 and 31 down. Space hit for Elton John (6,3) 
10. Russian who completed the first manned space flight (7) 
11. Buzz, the second man to set foot on the moon (6) 
12. It Strikes Back in one of the Star Wars movies (3,6) 
15. Natural satellite of Earth (4) 
16. Welles, the actor who caused a sensation with his broadcast 
of The War of the Worlds (5) 
17. Long period of time (3) 
20. Neptune’s largest moon (6) 
21 and 30 & 34 across. Captain Benjamin Sisko is a character in 
this Star Trek television series (4,5,4) 
24. Some of these were brought back from the moon (5) 
26. What an asteroid may consist of (4) 
27. A red dwarf, for example (4) 
28. Venus has a very...surface temperature (3) 
29. ...of Tranquillity, an area of the moon (3) 
31. See 9 down 


Candid Dan 


This month Dan flatters a 
colleague and gets hot under 
/ the collar about travel 


: 
"It’s not often I talk about my colleagues but I fancy breaking 

: my own mould for a change. 

_ Why? Well, one of our happy crew, Damien, is leaving for 
pastures new. He’ll probably choke on his early morning 
cinnamon bun when he reads this, but I’m actually going to miss 
him. Somehow, amongst the mayhem that is the DN office, 
“Damo” always has a smile on his face and is a good listener 
over a pint or three. He also has a very sly sense of humour 
which I’ve fallen foul of too often, so future colleagues beware! 

His absence will, at least, make me feel better about my 
sedentary lifestyle. There was nothing worse than watching him 
sit at his desk first thing looking as fresh as a daisy after a cross 
town bike ride while I panted up the stairs coughing like Albert 
Steptoe after a walk about a tenth of his journey. 

Otherwise, life is pretty quiet, catching the sun (remember it?) 
my priority. Oh, and how could I forget, I’ve also been indulging 
in that other great British pastime of getting hot, frustrated and 
delayed courtesy of the wonderful “service” that is rail travel. 

Recent journeys run by a company owned by a man initialled 
RB have featured the delights of sitting in a carriage akin to a 
cattle truck. Added bonuses have included breaking down a mile 
up the road and getting stuck behind another faulty train. Worst 
of all, there wasn’t a can of beer in sight, unless you happened to 
be in first class, where they miraculously appeared regularly. Still, 
once the hitches were fixed, nothing could stop us. Ask the kid 
outside staring in; he really had to peddle hard to keep up with us. 


me — * <a 
g _e fa z, 
“a = 
7 eee 
. as ' Ly es 
aii = == 2m BS alte od 


— E Sea RC RRQIRRETERTE RS ee age ase RL PRET RE ORS, DS ERE SERS SRT EL SE nee RNR AEE 


CROSSWORD 84 JIM MCLAREN CROSSWORD SPONSORED BY 
ILLUSTRATION BY UALERIE BARF Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD RD CHESHIRE” 


ANSWERS On PAGE 39 


the 
UK's Premier event 


.. dedicated to children with disabilities 


| 31st October & 1st November 
Reebok Stadium, Bolton (Junction 6, Mé1) 


‘ free entry 
e Tiga cirh no 


os your FREE tickets now, 
call the hotline 01282 455528 


for the latest exhibitor information and 
entertainment programme, log onto 


www. kidequip.co.uk 


eo Wariety Club 


The Greatest Children’s Charity in the World 
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38 Share your problems 
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Funeral rights 
Dear Ann 
D° any insurance companies 

offer policies to people with 
brain damage who can’t read, 
talk or communicate? I will 
need enough to cover a funeral 
for such a man. Because he can’t 
sign documents, no one will 
offer him a policy. 

Austin, Lancashire 


Dear Austin 

Funerals are getting more and 
more expensive. Have you 
thought about less expensive 
options? There are many good 
alternatives for a sensitive and 


Association of British Insurers, 51 Gresham 
Street, London EC2, tel: 020 7600 3333. 


The Natural Death Handbook, Natural Death 
Centre, 20 Heber Road, London NW2 6AA, 
tel: 020 8208 2853. Price: £13.50 inc p&p. 


Age Concern, Spencer House, 
62 The Parade, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1GT, 


tel: 0800 525 555. 


Brent Association of Disabled People, 
154 Harlesden Road, Willesden, London 
NW10 3RX, tel: 020 8451 3822. 


Dear Ann 


* love and loneliness 
* bereavement 

* personal problems 
* advice and support 


Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled 
herself, is co-author of the Directory 
for Disabled People and other guides. 
Write to her at Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 

or e-mail your problem to 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


good send-off. 

Apart from religious 
ceremonies, there are secular : 
ways of saying goodbye. I 
recommend The Natural Death 
Handbook. Whatever your 
faith, there’s something for you 
here. It includes funeral 
directors, inexpensive funerals 
without directors, laws on 
private land burial, and so on. 

As an alternative to an 
insurance company, consider a 
funeral plan. There are three 
Age Concern plans that are not 
limited to older people. You 
can either give a lump sum or 
pay over a period of time. 


Disabled Living Centre (West of England), 


Finally, you could save up in 
something secure, like a post 
office account. 


Service let-down 

Dear Ann 

[<< a place for my 13-year-old 
son Stuart in my local social 

services play scheme for children 

with special needs. I keep getting 

turned down. My husband died 

18 months ago and I have no 

close family nearby. 

Stuart has a mental age of 
six. He has left side hemiplegia 
which affects the entire right 
side of his body. He also has 
behavioural difficulties and 


The Crossdresser’s Bible from The WayOut 
Publishing Co Ltd, PO Box 70, Enfield EN1 
2AE, tel: 07778 157 290. Price: £16.95, inc 
p&p. Website: www.wayout-publishing.com 


The Vassall Centre, Gill Avenue, Fishponds, 


Queen Elizabeth’s Foundation Mobility 
Centre, Damson Way, Orchard Hill, Queen 
Mary’s Avenue, Carshalton, Surrey SM5 4NR, 


Bristol BS16 2QQ, tel: 0117 965 9353. 


tel: 020 8770 1151. 


Dear Ann 
’m disabled and have changed my gender from male to na 
and feel much happier. Are there any other transgendered 

readers of this column? : 

Some friends think it’s doubly odd for a disabled person to have — 
done this. Others have rejected me in disgust. What do you think? 

Amanda, Manchester 


Dear Amanda 


I admire your courage to do what is right for you. I know it 
takes years to make such a decision. But at the back of your 
mind you must have known how you wanted to live your life. 


| 


Sadly, sometimes we learn hard lessons from our friends. 
Those who refuse to understand you weren’t really worth your 
friendship, were they? But those who stuck with you — they’re 


worth their weight in gold. 


I wonder if you have heard of the Crossdresser’s Bible which is 
also for transgendered people. It has over 300 glossy pages of 
articles, photos, advice and listings of shops and services. 

Good luck in your new gender and life. 


cannot be left alone. As a 
working mum, I’m trying to get 
carer’s allowance to stay at 
home. If I am not at home, 
Stuart wanders off and the 
police have to bring him home. 
Reine, London 


Dear Reine 

Iam so sorry to hear that Brent 
Social Services isn’t helping you. 
Has Stuart’s school offered 
advice or help? 

I suggest you contact the 
Brent Association of Disabled 
People and your MP. It would 
be best if you could go along to 
the MP’s surgery for a face-to- 
face discussion. If you don’t 
know your MP’s name, ask 
your library. It really makes a 
difference to have an MP on 
your side — they carry weight. 

You could also ask the police 


If you would like to learn more 
about BP, please telephone 
our Distribution Services on 
0870 241 3269 for a free copy 
of our audio cassette which 
gives highlights from our 
Annual Report 2000. 


for evidence of the times they 
brought Stuart home. 

It’s also a good idea to 
contact your local councillor 
for help. 


Need a new buggy 
Dear Ann 
IVI’ son, Jordan, 11, has 

cerebral palsy and is blind 
I have been advised that he 
needs a new buggy that tilts 
into a different position, as 
he is unable to hold his head uf 

The firm I deal with 
refuses to provide the new 
model. I have made formal 
complaints and they ignore 
me. What can I do? 
Gaynor, Somerse 


Dear Gaynor 
You shouldn’t be having these 
problems, though I don’t know 
why you stick with this firm. 
Have you contacted the local 
Trading Standards Office? 
You could also contact your 
nearest Mobility Service. Try 
the Disabled Living Centre in 
Bristol. Other readers should 
contact the Queen Elizabeth’s 
Foundation Mobility Centre 
for the nearest centre. 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice 
and support on personal 
and spiritual problems. 
Disabled herself, Lin is a 
psycho-therapeutic 
counsellor and Methodist 
local preacher, with a post- 
graduate diploma in home- 
opathic medicine. If you 
have something you need to 
discuss in confidence, talk 
to her on Mondays 6pm- 
10pm and Thursdays 1pm- 
Spm, tel: 01787 882111. 


ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 


a 
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e What’s on 


The Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health (SCMH) is organising 
its GLMHAN — Advocacy Conference, 5 September, London. 
Entitled Key Values of Mental Health Advocacy, and using 
workshops and presentations, it will give anyone interested in 
this field a chance to share ideas and discuss legislative change. 
Contact Karen Lothian, tel: 020 7827 8384, e-mail: 
karen.lothian@scmh.org.uk 

e SCMH will also hold its Annual Mental Health Forum, 6-7 
November, Stratford-upon-Avon. Entitled Managing Change, 
Delivering Care, it will discuss the establishment of a National 
Institute for Mental Health, recent NHS reforms, 
implementation of Government policies for service users, new 
structures and services and workforce development. Contact 
Sarah Lord, tel: 020 7827 8384, e-mail: sarah.lord@scmh.org.uk 


East Bristol Advice and Information Centres will hold a series of 
awareness and information courses as part of their Courses 4 U 
programme. They are: Communication in the Workplace, 
Speaking with Confidence; Trustees and Management Committee 
Members — what are they?, Community Participation, Team 
Building, Self-Evaluation, Difference Between Group and Team, 
and E-mail and Internet Access. Funding and transport can be 
arranged on request. Tel/fax:0117 941 5892. 


The Multiple Sclerosis Society will hold MS Matters Live, for 
people aged 18-35 with MS, Birmingham NEC, 15 September. It 
will present and discuss personal relationships, employment, 
leisure activities, along with the latest MS treatments and 
research. Full details, tel: 020 8438 0817/0818 or e-mail: 
pcrossman@mssociety.org.uk 


Paignton Zoo Environmental Park will hold a Disability 
Awareness Day, 15 September, to show how accessible it is. 
There will be keeper talks (signed), a “Feathered Feats” bird 
show (signed), a plant exhibition for visually impaired visitors, 
‘treasure hunt and face painting, along with exhibitors (including 
DN) and charities. Free to disabled people and their carer. 
Contact Mark Lumby, tel: 01803 697509, e-mail: 
mlumby(@paigntonzoo.org.uk 


The Royal National Institute for the Blind secks 15 registered 

blind or partially sighted people, aged 18-70, to take part in its 
Ben Nevis Climb, 22 September. To take part in this 12-hour hill 
walk, you’ll need to raise at least £500. Each participant will be 
partnered at all times by a member of the Mountain Rescue 
Team. Contact Rachael Roberts, tel: 020 7391 2066 or Sue 
Dowell, tel: 020 7391 2189. 


Gy CHARTWELL €» 
INSURANCE 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


Established over 35 years 


Shown below are just some of the special facilities available 
Motor insurance including adapted vehicles 
Legal protection cover included with the option of 
including RAC cover for £49 
Household buildings and contents cover 


Travel insurance 


Wheelchairs including scooters and powerchairs 


Commercial insurance 


For a competitive quotation, contact us on: 


020 8958 0900 


Visa, Mastercard and Switch cards are accepted 
Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane 7 


General Insurance 
STANDARDS COUNCIL 


Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP. 


The Besta-Vista Social Club will hold two 12-week courses in 
Afro-Latin percussion. For beginners and experienced alike, 
they’re held on Wednesday nights in Hammersmith, starting 26 
September, and 9 January 2002. Free, regular attendance 
required. Full disabled access. For details, tel: 07956 557390. 


Cancer Care — Delivering the Plan, will be held 26 September, 
London. Focusing on refinement of the NHS Cancer Plan, it will 
discuss integrated care pathways, cancer in primary care, 
communicating with patients and cancer collaboratives — the 
pilot sites. Full details, tel: 01423 506611, e-mail: info@hme.co.uk 


The Dyspraxia Foundation will hold its Annual Conference, 13 
October, London. Entitled Adolescence into Adulthood, it will 
offer workshops including life skills, dyspraxia in the workplace, 
practical skills for transition for secondary school teachers, 


occupational therapy, benefits and careers advice. For details, tel: 


01462 455016, e-mail: admin@dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk 


SightSonic, York’s digital arts festival, will hold Special Needs 
Technology 2001, 20 October, York. Focusing on digital arts and 
music, it will look at how technology can help people to 
compose, perform and stimulate their senses. The Drake Music 
Project will have an open rehearsal and performance. Contact 
Judy Parker, tel: 01904 432319, fax: 01904 432335. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. A Space Odyssey 
6. Leo 8. Uranus 9. Red Giant 
13. Saturn 14. Phantom 


Menace 16. One 18. Carrie 
19. Asteroid 22. Neeson 

23. Earth 25. Gemini 27. SNP 
28. Hanks 30. Space 32. Ariane 
33. Star Wars 34. Nine 


¢ STOCK RANGE 
¢ OpD SIZES 


DOWN: 1. Armstrong 

2. Pluto 3. Charon 4. Darth 
Vader 5. Shuttle 6. Liam 7. 
Ozone 9. Rocket 10. Gagarin 
11. Aldrin 12. The Empire 
15. Moon 16. Orson 17. Eon 
20. Triton 21. Deep 24. Rocks 
26. Iron 27. Star 28. Hot 

29. Sea 31. Man 


FOOD 


a AGENCY 


STANDARDS 


Information 39 


¢ Stories 


Stories Unfolded is a voluntary 
organisation that enables 
people to tell their life stories. 
You must have experienced 
physical disability through 
trauma or illness. Interviews 
will be by Alan Imlah, a 
spinal cord injured 
psychologist and counsellor, 
at home or nearby, focusing 
on “before and after”. Tel: 
0131 665 9477. 


e Database 


The Queen Elizabeth’s 
Foundation has launched a 
new Microsoft Windows 
edition of DisBASE 4, the 
disability database of 
organisations in the field. It 
has a website gateway and is 
supplemented by 300 
factsheets and a training quiz. 
£300, tel: 01306 742282. 


BETTERFIT 


Comfort Footwear 


WIDE FITTING FOOTWEAR MADE To FIT 
PEOPLE WITH PROBLEM FEET 


¢ SPECIAL FITTING 

e 4 PAIRS AVAILABLE 
¢ WASHABLE TEXTILES AND SOFT LEATHERS 
¢ LIGHTWEIGHT HARD WEARING 

¢ INDOOR/OUTDOOR SOLES 


BROCHURE AVAILABLE 
Made in our own factory in Derbyshire 
Suppliers to NHS Trust And Chiropodists 
Tel: 01283 225540 Fax: 01283 225548 


252 Burton Road, Woodville 
Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE11 7JR 


Interested in food? 
Join the Consumer Committee 


The Food Standards Agency (FSA) is a non-Ministerial Government Department responsible for 
protecting consumer interests in relation to food safety and standards. The Agency’s HQ is based in 
central London and it has Executive offices in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The Meat Hygiene 


Service is an Executive Agency of the FSA. 


The Agency wants to appoint a number of independent members to its new Consumer Committee. 
We are establishing the Committee to help the FSA understand and address consumer needs and 
views. We are looking for people with an understanding of the needs of different types of consumers, 
such as people on low incomes or ethnic minorities, and a strong interest in food issues. Successful 
candidates should be able to demonstrate an ability to work effectively on committees or local groups 


and have links to relevant networks. 


Members will be appointed for one to three year terms (with the possibility of a second term). As well as 
attendance at meetings, some preparatory work will be necessary. A daily fee and expenses will be paid. 


Training will be provided as appropriate. 


If you think you have a contribution to make in this important area and would like further information and 
an application form, please contact: 


Gillian Asbury, Food Standards Agency, Aviation House, 125 Kingsway, London WC2B 6NH. 
Tel: 020 7276 8000. E-mail: Consumer-Affairs@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk 


Our Website address is: www.foodstandards.gov.uk 


The closing date for applications is 5 October 2001. 


The Food Standards Agency is committed to the principles of public appointments based on 
merit and equal opportunities, with independent assessment, openness and transparency of 
process. Applications from suitably qualified people, regardless of race, religion, 


gender or disabilities are welcome. 
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e Publications 


The Foundation for People 
with Learning Disabilities, has 
published Get Moving!, a new 
booklet for people with 
learning disabilities wishing to 
decide where to live. It looks at 
the pros and cons of different 
living arrangements, gives a 
checklist and case studies. 

Can be used in conjunction 
with Leaving Home, Moving 
On, for parents and carers. 
Tel: 020 7535 7420, 
wwwlearningdisabilities.org.uk 


Chronic Fatigue Syndrome: 
Your Questions Answered by 

| Frankie and John Campling 
has been updated. The new 24- 
page enlarged version covers 


+ Websites 
Employment Opportunities has 
launched a new website for 

| disabled people seeking work 
and employers needing 
disability advice. It includes 

| case studies, graduate advice, 
information on job retention, 
and has a page for each of its 
16 national centres. 
www.opportunities.org.uk 


Holidays for Disabled is a 
website for wheelchair-using 
holiday goers. Covering 
different popular destinations 
such as Tenerife, Malta, 
Cyprus and Portugal, it lists 
hotels and gives opinions on 
their access and atmosphere. 
Some destination sections are 
still under construction. 
www.holidays4disabled. 
withwheels.co.uk 


symptoms, diagnosis, and 
possible causes, discusses what 
doctors and individuals can 
do, and lists various 
rehabilitative treatments. £1 
(in stamps if easier) with 6x9in 
SAE, from Erskine Press, The 
Old Bakery, Banham, Norwich 
NR16 2HW. 


Translink have published An 
Access Guide to Bus and Rail 
Passenger Facilities for disabled 
people, that lists every bus, rail 
station and halt in Northern 
Ireland. It can help with 
planning journeys, giving 
contacts and access features of 
different buses and train types. 
Low text version for blind/ 
partially sighted people 


Traintaxi has launched a new 
website. The site helps 
business and leisure travellers 
to plan journeys by train by 
providing details on whether 
stations have taxi ranks and 
what type. Or, users can select 
from a list of three suitable 
firms and pre-book a pick-up. 
www.traintaxi.co.uk 


The Database of Individual 
Patient Experience (Dipex) is a 
new website allowing people to 
share experiences with others 
who have had the same or 
similar diagnosis. It will 
include personal testimonies 
and video and audio clips from 
around 40 people per illness. 
The site currently covers 
hypertension and prostate 
cancer, but is being enlarged. 
www.dipex.org 


Holidays for All 


For a wide choice of 
accessible holiday 
accommodation 
visit us on Stand A552 
Independent Living Wembley 
12 & 13 September 2001 


Enter our prize draw! 


people, plus CDRom, 
computer disc, tape and large 
print versions. Free. Tel: 028 
9033 3000, e-mail: 

feedback @translink.co.uk 


The Queen Elizabeth’s 
Foundation Mobility Centre 
(formerly Banstead Mobility 
Centre) has published its 2001 
edition of the Register of 
Driving Instructors for 
Disabled People (formerly the 
National Disability Tuition 
Register). Of the 742 listed 
instructors offering tuition to 
disabled people, 406 have had 
special training. Free with a 
66p SAE, from the Centre at 
Damson Way, Fountain Drive, 
Carshalton, Surrey SMS 4NR. 


Living with Epilepsy or 
Cerebral Palsy (LECP) is a new 
site for people with epilepsy 
and/or mild cp. With a section 
on each, it discusses both 
conditions, different types, 
complementary therapies and 
gives links. It also looks at 
beneficial exercises such as 
yoga and Alexander technique. 
www.leandcp.plus.com 


Deafsports is a new website for 
the UK and Ireland, dedicated 
to all deaf sports. Encouraging 
participation, promoting 
opportunities and supporting 
organisations, it includes news 
reports, lists organisations 
with their contact details, has 
a calendar of events and 
profiles of individuals and 
teams. 

www.deafsports.org.uR 


e Awards 
| eee Whizz-Kidz, 


NO BY | the charity 

2 for non- 
mobile 
children, has 
launched its 
No Limits 
Millennium 
Awards, giving disabled young 
people in the UK a chance to 
try something new. The three 
categories are social and 
community activities, active 


DN WEBSITE UPDATE 


DID YOU KNOW? 


Soon to be available on floppy 
disc or by e-mail. 


The National Autistic Society 
has published The Other Half 
of Asperger Syndrome, a new 
guide to living in an intimate 
relationship with someone 
who has the condition, using 
quotes and real examples. £6 
(plus £3 p&p). Tel: 01268 
SLLe7 es 


The Stroke Association has 
published its Stroke and 
Wheelchairs factsheet to help 
with purchasing the right one. 
It describes different types, 
advises on models and 
assessment and gives contacts. 
Free. Tel: 01604 623934. 


Nail Patella Syndrome (NPS) is 
a rare, often undiagnosed 
condition, that affects 
connective tissue and bone 
structure creating extreme 
pain. Its two main 
manifestations are glaucoma 
and kidney disease. A website 
has been set up for people 
wanting further information, 
and a user group where people 
can exchange opinions. 
www2.nailpatella.org, http:// 
groups.yahoo.com/group.com 


Inspire is a website for creative 
disabled people. Split into four 
sections — fine art, recreational 
art, written work and 
multimedia art, it’s for anyone 
wishing to show what they can 
do, whether cooking, writing 
reviews, gardening or painting. 
www.inspire.melb.net 


and outdoor pursuits, and 
disability awareness and 
integration. Ideas must benefit 
the young person and their 
local community. Entrants 
must be 12-18 years old, and 
have a mobility disability that 
requires use of equipment to 
get around every day. There 
are 90 awards, ranging from 
£2,000-£10,000. For an 
application pack, tel: 020 7233 
6600, www.whizz-kidz.org.uk. 
Closing date: 11 September. 


The DN website discussion forum has been improved. To 
make it easier and quicker to communicate with other DN 
readers, we now have 16 forums covering: 


access ° arts * communication * education * employment « 
equipment/technology ¢ finance « health & disabilities « 
international topics ¢ legislation ¢ leisure politics * social 
issues ° sport * transport & parking * other topics. 


So, why not visit and have your say! 


ATTENTION 


DN cannot guarantee 
inclusion in a particular 
issue. Due to deadlines, 
please send details at the 
earliest opportunity. 


British Red Cross Northern | 
Region run Helpfinder, a 
confidential freephone | 
information line. Need help 
financing a chairlift, or 
finding a house-visiting 
hairdresser? Give them a call. | 
They do not offer counselling, | 
but can redirect you to 
others who can. 8am-8pm 
Mon-Fri. Tel: 0800 169 2030. 


Able2 is a new website for 
disabled people interested in 
all things showbiz. Written like 
a “lads” magazine it contains 
reviews of showbiz parties 
such as the World Sports 
Awards, interviews with Kylie 
and Liam Gallagher, Advice on 
parking, confidence and 
dealing with other people’s 
disability ignorance, and news. 
www.able2uk.com 


Behcet’s Organisation 
Worldwide has a international 
website about this chronic 
rheumatic condition, caused 
by an over-reactive immune 
system. It’s packed full with 
stories, reports, diagnosis 
pointers, symptoms advice, 
useful contacts, and a carers 
bulletin board. 
www.behcets.org 


The Jonathon Young Memorial — 
Trust makes various grants 
each year for the cost of 
computer equipment needed 

by disabled people. Most go to 
people living in the East 4 
Midlands. The closing date for 
next applications is 13 

October. Write to Mrs A 
Young, 10 Huntingdon Drive, 
The Park, Nottingham NG7 
IBW, tel: 0115 947 0493. f 
¢ The Trust also refurbishes 
unwanted computers. 


° Help 


Action for Blind People seeks 
listeners of its Soundings 
national tape magazine, that 
gives free and impartial 
information about living 
with a visual impairment. It 
wants to ask their opinions 
of the programme to help 
shape future developments. 
To offer your views, or to 
opt out, tel: 0845 725 8852. 


DN is available on tape, disk and by e-mail. Contact Talking Newspapers, see imprint, page 2. 
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DN LINAGE 


Tel: 020 7619 7320, 

Fax: 020 7619 7331, 
Minicom: 020 7619 7332 
E-mail: patrick.durham- 
matthews@scope.org.uk 


¢ Personal 


MALE, 55, RETIRED HE lecturer. 
Wheelchair user due to stroke. Lives 
independently in countryside. Interests 
include reading, history, films, travel, 
gardens, exploring the countryside and 
the internet. Wltm female to share inter- 
ests and social life. SE area. Box No. 116 


ALAN, 43, SLIM, fair, professional. I have 
Addison’s disease and associated condi- 
tions, but I am mobile. Many interests 
including music and cinema. I seek a dis- 
abled lady for caring relationship, any 
area. No objection to wheelchair user or 
similar. Box No. 117 


SMART GENTLEMAN, MID 50s, long-time 
divorced, no restrictions, seeks lady to 
share good times with. Disability, age or 
distance not a problem. Box No. 118 


MALE, 34, WITH slight cp, wltm similar 
female who likes travel, music and sport, 
for possible friendship/relationship. 
London area. Box No. 119 


WIDOW, 62, HOME-LOVIING would like a 
gentleman or lady for friendship or 
penpal. All letters answered. Box No. 120 


BLACK MALE, 35, able-bodied, wltm a 
deaf female, 22-40 for friendship/ 
relationship. Box No. 121 


ATTRACTIVE FEMALE, 24, with a FA 
physical disability, wheelchair user, n/s, 
with exotic looks. Interests include going 
out, clubs, pubs, cinema, enjoy travelling 
etc. Wltm male, able-bodied, 26-34, for 
friendship/relationship. Box No. 122 


PETITE LADY FROM outside Glasgow 
requires gentleman who likes small 
women. Attractive face, 48 years old, has 
slight mobility problems. Very gsoh, likes 
nights in/out. Car driver preferred but 
not essential. Box No. 123 


¢ Cars/vans 


FORD ESCORT ESTATE, 1.6 LX, auto, reg- 
istered Dec’ 1997, 27k miles, MOT, tax 
to Jan’ 2002. Powered hoist in rear, fitted 
hand controls, vgc. £5,950. Tel: 01654 
yi2321. 


WHEELCHAIR STOWAGE 
for estate car. Electric hoist to lift 
powered wheelchair. As new, cost 
£1,000, will sell for £250 ono. 
Call D Robinson, tel: 01536 711005 
(Rothwell, Northants). 


RENAULT KANGOO RXE, 1.4, auto, 
Constables conversion, registered 
March 2001, air-conditioned, only 2k 
miles, pas, abs. Cost £15,500, accept 
£13,000. Tel: 01424 219723 (Bexhill, 
East Sussex). 


FORD ESCORT 1.6, 16v, auto, low 
mileage, 32k miles, full MOT, good con- 
dition. Push pull hand controls, P reg, 
wide doors. £3,500. Sale due to illness. 
Tel: 01484 462426. 


TRIUMPH ACCLAIM, SEMI automatic used 
by my disabled sister. Long MOT, very 
good condition. £300. Tel: 01483 273792 
(Surrey). 


VW CARAVELLE 2.1 GL, auto, F reg, 72k 
miles. Invatravel conversion, underfloor 
side lift, clamps. Good condition, 
reliable, MOT. £4,000. Tel: 01242 
674589 (Glos). 


FORD COURIER, 1.3, auto, white, L reg, 
petrol, wheelchair plus 4 seats, rear 
ramp, electric winch, 41k miles. £3,600 
ono. Tel: 01264 354774. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE, D REG, MOT July 2002. 
Brotherwood conversion; 65k miles, rear 
ramp. £1,900 ono. Tel: 01423 324363. 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 41 to 46) 


Tower Hamlets 
Direct Payments Support Service 


Tower Hamlets Coalition of Disabled People is a well-established user led 
Organisation of disabled people, committed to the social model of 
disability and independent living. We are about to launch a Direct 

Payments Support Service for the multi-cultural, multi-racial borough of 
Tower Hamlets. This service will provide information, advocacy and 

practical support to all potential direct payment users. This exciting new 

initiative will provide interesting challenges for the following three staff: 


Direct Payments Worker (2 posts) 
(NJC Spinal Pt 29 £22,416, including London weighting) 

You will help potential users to understand the nature and requirements 
of the scheme. You will provide advocacy, advice, and training, and 
Support users to evaluate and implement their own independent living 
scheme through direct payments. 


Direct Payments Co-ordinator 
(NJC Spinal Pt. 32 £24,345, including London weighting) 

You will be a disabled person. You will play a key role in developing the 
Support Service and promoting it within the community. You will 
manage the two Direct Payment Workers and assist them in delivering 
the service. You will create and deliver training for users of the service 
and establish an information resource library. 


We are an equal opportunities employer. We particularly welcome 
applications from disabled people and from people from ethnic minority 
communities. All posts are open to job share. 

Initial funding for these posts is available for 3 years. 


For an application pack please contact: 
Tower Hamlets Coalition of Disabled People, c/o Mile End Hospital, 
Bancroft Road, London E1 4DG Telephone 020 8980 0447, 
Fax 020 8981 8828, Minicom 020 8980 4300 


Closing date for applications: Friday 28th September 


PULL-OUT RAMP for VW Caravelle side 
door. £100. Tel: 01923 220616. 


ELSWICK ENVOY, DRIVE-from-wheelchair 
in extensively adapted small car for 
driver with very weak arms. 6,760 miles. 
£2,500. Tel: 01932 229636 (Surrey). 


FORD COURIER, N REG, Universal 
Mobility conversion. 18,250 miles, fsh, 
MOT May 2002. Ramp and winch, pas, 
bubble front. £5,000 ono. Tel: 01387 
262967. 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT 1.6, diesel, Gowrings 
conversion wheelchair carrier. 1998, 
R reg, 22k miles, 12 months’ MOT, red, 
ramp, lowering suspension, easy transfer 
passenger seat. Excellent condition. 
£9,750. Call Mary, tel: 01491 576873 
(Henley, Oxon). 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT, L REG, 74k miles, 
red. Carries 1 wheelchair plus 3 seated 
passengers. Access via rear ramp, vgc. 
£2,500 ono. Call Martin, tel: 01444 
254227 (Sussex). 


NISSAN PRAIRIE MK2, 2.0 LX, white, 
J reg, Brotherwood conversion, ramped 
rear wheelchair access, two rear seats 
and removable infill seat. Pas, MOT, 
vgc, 73k miles. £6,800 ono. Tel: 01730 
816889. 


RENAULT KANGOO 655D 
bought June 799. T179 rel Poynting 
wheelchair conversion, power steering, 
manual drive, electric windows, floor 
ramp, locking straps. Immaculate 
condition, garaged, 8k miles, taxed, 
ready to drive away. £9,990. 

Tel: 01202 736198 (Poole, Dorset). 


MERCEDES V CLASS Trend, 1998, 13k 


miles. Ramp with side entry, takes 
wheelchair and 4 people. £13,500. Tel: 
020 8452 1401. 


SEAT TERRA WHEELCHAIR carrier, 1990, 
MOT May 2002. Ramp, power winch, 
45k miles. £1,200 ono. Tel: 01375 
677046. 


VW ADAPTED TRANSPORTER 1.9, diesel, 
S reg, 23k miles, full MOT, rear 
ramp, one owner. £8,950 ono. Tel: 0121 
73 4505. 


FORD ESCORT 1.4, M reg, 12k miles. 
Front passenger fitted Constables car- 
chair. Handset control of wheelchair in 
and out. £5,750. Tel: 01932 240769. 


AUTOCHAIR ROOF BOX, never been used. 
Fits any car. £2,400 new, sensible offers. 
Call Mark, tel: 01865 341938. 


CHAIRMAN VAUXHALL ASTRA, G reg, fsh, 
MOT Feb’ ’02. Full wheelchair access. 
Excellent condition. £2,000 ono. Tel: 
0115 955 7926 or 07790 838319. 


VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN 1997, 1.9 TDi, 
P reg, Brotherwood conversion, metallic 
sky blue, 52k miles, fsh, remote central 
locking, air con, bodykit, alloys. Very 
sharp looker, takes 5 people (inc 1 wheel- 
chair user). Sale due to change in circum- 
stances. Including a set of free roof bars. 
New price £27,500, now £13,500 ovno. 
Tel: 023 8027 0796 (Hants). 


SHOPRIDER DE LUXE scooter with charger. 
5 years’ old, vgc, little used. £850 ono. 
Tel: 01264 354774. 


MOOVER 85. Tel: 01332 663521 (Derby). 


SUNRISE MEDICAL F45 electric wheel- 
chair. Bought 20 months ago for £2,500 
as an ex-demo model. Has kerb climber, 
lights, dual controls. Barely used. £1,800 
ono. Tel: 01494 812893 (Bucks). 


CYCLONE WHEELCHAIR, DETACHABLE 
14in wheels. Excellent condition. Sell for 
£120. Tel: 01789 763878 (Midlands). 


INVACARE G24 SR powerchair with 
electrically adjustable Recaro seat. Vgc. 
£600. Tel: 02392 550233 (Hants). 


BRAND NEW, NEVER been used (No 4 
Countrywide) Shoprider Streamer new 
generation powerchair. Black/grey, 
comes to pieces for easy transportation. 
Built-in charger, right hand controls 
complete with headrest and seat belt. 
Cost £1,995, will accept £1,200 ono. Tel: 
01302 364341 (Doncaster). 


POWERTEC F45, EXCELLENT condition, 
fully adjustable, right handed control 
with kerb climber. £1,400. Tel: 07899 
014343. 


COMFORT WHEELCHAIR WITH adjustable 
lateral supports, headrests, table, raising 
leg supports, tilt-in-space but also 
reclines independently. £2,700 new. 
Almost new, will accept £850. Tel: 020 
8371 9267. 


Continued on page 42 
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Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRE <A” 


ee | 
Disabled People’s Forum 


We now wish to recruit disabled people for the following positions 
to complete our team. The Disabled People’s Forum is a User-led 
initiative within Leonard Cheshire, which has a staff team of disabled 
people to provide mentoring and training opportunities for Leonard 
Cheshire service users in residential care or using community facilities. 


Mentors for Northeast, Eastern & Southwest of England 
28 hours a week £18,000 pro rata of 35 hrs. 
(Re-advertisement, previous applicants need not re-apply) 


You will be employed 4 days a week in this Leonard Cheshire region, 
to give support information & advice at local level to individual service 
users and small groups, enabling them to work towards personal 
development goals. You will join 7 other mentors (in post since 
July ’00). 


The post holder will work from home, & require a commitment to the 
Social Model of Disability and the self-organisation of disabled people. 


Forum Facilitators for Northeast, Northwest, Eastern, Wales 
& West, Central - 16 hours per week. 

Northern Ireland - 8 hours per week. 

£18,000 pro rata of 35 hrs. 


We require disabled people to become forum facilitators in the above 
regions. You will work with Leonard Cheshire service users in the 
community and in residential care to support them come together to 
influence services & support individuals in their involvement. You will 
be committed to the Social Model of Disability & have had experience 
of outreach & working with disabled people in groups. 


Application packs for both positions available from the Administrator, 
Leonard Cheshire Disabled People’s Forum, Wyndhams, St Joseph’s Place, 
Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1DD, Tel 01380 729954, Fax 01380 721 062. 


Closing date for applications |S‘ October 2001. 
Registered Charity No. 218186 


British Council of Disabled People 


Applications from disabled people are invited of 
for the following posts in our Information 

Team. Both posts are based in Derby, are for 

35 hours per week, and are open to job-share. eae ae 
They are on fixed term contracts until 31st ~ 
May 2003. 


x 
o? 


Information Officer (NJC Grade SO2 £21,078-£22,341) 

You will lead the other two team members in providing an 
information resource to BCODP, to enable it to support the 
work of local organisations of disabled people across the 
country. You will ensure our information database and website 
are maintained and updated regularly. You will write, edit and 
publish BCODP’s magazine "Update" as well as collect and 
disseminate information both inside and outside the 
organisation. 


Transcriptions Officer (NJC Grade 5 £15,741 - £17,265) 

You will take forward the work of making information within 
the disabled people’s movement fully accessible. You will 
already have experience in providing accessible information in 
a range of formats. You will research and advise on improved 
access as well as acting as a resource for our member groups 
in helping them to make their information more accessible. 
You will need good communication skills, using modern 
communications media. 


Closing date for applications is 26th September 2001. 
Interviews will be held in Derby in the w/c 8th October 2001. 


Application packs are available from Jayne Foulds, 
BCODP, Litchurch Plaza, Litchurch Lane, Derby, DE24 8AA. 
Tel: 01332 295551 

Fax: 01332 295580 

Minicom: 01332 295581 

or email: jaynef@bcodp. org.uk 


Please state your preferred format. 


C_ MMUNITY 
FUND 


Lottery money making a difference 
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¢ Wheelchairs/scooters | 
JAZZY 1120 POWERCHAIR. Brand new, 


never used. R/L hand control, table 
access facility. Cost £2,795, accept £1,500 
ono. Tel: 01652 618315. 


HERCULES POWER RANGER scooter, 18 
months’ old. £1,200. Tel: 01689 872507. 


¢Household/family 


ACORN STAIRLIFT SUPERGLIDE, straight 
rack, 147in, 46 degrees. £800. Tel: 020 
8341 3088. 


THERAPOSTURE HI-LOW electric single 
bed. £850. Tel: 01732 820024. 


STANNAH LIFT 230 with 13/ft run, regu- 
larly serviced until 2000. £450. Tel: 01603 
492674 (Lewes, Sussex). 


BATHMASTER 2000 BATH lift, excellent 
condition. £175. Tel: 01603 492674 


(Lewes, Sussex). 


FREE BED, 3FT wood frame, rises 22- 
34in. Tel: 01727 852254 (Herts). 


BATH MASTER SEAT. Battery operated, 
never used. Cost £550, accept £250 ono. 
Tel: 01652 618315. 


¢ Accommodation 


10 MINUTES FROM 
Disneyland, Florida. Villa owned by 
paraplegic. Sleeps up to 12, fully 
accessible and large. King size bed with 
ensuite bathroom, we and wheel-in 
shower. Large pool with water 
operated seat for a disabled person. A 
holiday you can take with confidence. 
Contact John Gillett, tel: 0117 969 8770. 


NORTH BRISTOL SEMI-detached bungalow 
with many adaptations for wheelchair- 
users. Wheel-in shower room, ramps, 
widened doors, 1 bedroom. £69,500. Tel: 
0117 931 1816. 


NORTH DEVON CONVERTED 
barn. A completely accessible barn 
conversion known as “Two Moors 
View” has wonderful views over north 
Devon countryside. 4 bedrooms, one 
king size with ensuite wheel-in shower 
and we. Large open plan kitchen and 
living area with all you will need for a 
comfortable break. Contact John 
Gillett, tel: 0117 969 8770. 


MOTORHOME, SUITABLE FOR a wheel- 
chair user/driver. Tel: 0161 368 1674. 


The UK Unattached Register 


For able and disabled 
singles Pa ay 


i ieee r 
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Handidate 


Introduction Agency 


on 
Call now f ve For disabled and 
fuce grochu able-bodied people 
Established 1987 


Tel: 01473 226950 
Fax: 01473 254030 


E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 
Website: www-handidate.com 
Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BR 
A member of ABIA 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


——— SSS SSS 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 41 to 46) 


SOCIAL SERVICE 

LEEDS CENTRE FOR INTEGRATED LIVING (LCIL), Armley Grange Drive, Armley, Leeds, LS12 3QH. 
An Executive Committee of disabled people and Leeds City Council’s Social Services established the Leeds Centre for 
Integrated Living (LCIL) in January 1999. There is a commitment that LCIL will become a fully independent service 


controlled by disabled people. 


CITY COUNCIL 


Advocacy Worker (temporary) 18.5 hours, job share (working Wed pm, Thurs, Fri) - Ref: D132. 

SCP 23 £8,101.50 for 18.5 hour week 

We need someone to join our highly committed staff team in providing Advocacy for disabled people throughout the city. 
Duties will include: 


e providing short term advocacy to assist disabled people to deal with a variety of issues, for example, accessing services. 
e dealing with enquiries about the service and carrying out associated administrative tasks. 


The successful candidate will need some knowledge and understanding of the role and function of an Advocacy Service, the ability to promote the 
principles of empowerment, choice and the social model of disability, to pass on information effectively and to work as part of a staff team. 


Interviews are planned to take place on 2/3 October 2001. 


For further information contact (voice) Leeds (0113) 214 3594, minicom (0113) 214 3598 or email info@leedscil.org.uk 


Direct Payment Support Service Adviser (temporary) - Ref: D133. 
SCP 23 £16,203 for 37 hours per week 


The Direct Payments Support Service (DPSS) is one of the LCIL services. Its role is to provide support, training, information and advice for people who 
use or could potentially use Direct Payments. 


A vacancy has arisen for a DPSS Adviser to join our highly motivated staff team in providing support and advice for disabled people throughout the city. 


Duties will include assistance in providing job descriptions, application forms and all other related paperwork. The job will entail providing advice on 
all aspects of employment, including recruitment and selection and managing a personal assistant. 


The successful candidate will need some knowledge and understanding of Direct Payments and the role of a DPSS, the ability to promote the principles 
of empowerment, choice and the social model of disability and the ability to establish and run effective administrative systems for Direct Payment users. 


Interviews are planned to take place on 9/10 October 2001. 
Please note: previous applicants are not eligible to re-apply. 


Informal enquiries please contact: the Centre on (voice) Leeds (0113) 214 3599 or minicom (0113) 214 3598 or email: info@leedscil.org.uk, 
website: www.leedscil.org.uk 


LCIL provides services developed and run by disabled people for disabled people and is moving towards independent status. It is anticipated that, 
because of the duties and requirements of this post and LCIL services, the person appointed will be a disabled person. 


The Department is committed to training and developing its staff. Applications welcome from all, irrespective of gender, race, marital status, age 
disability or sexual orientation. 


For application forms and job outlines please ring our answerphone service (24 hours) on Leeds (0113) 247 7965, minicom (0113) 247 8769 or apply in 
writing enclosing a large self addressed envelope to Director of Social Services, Selectapost 9, 110 Merrion Centre, Leeds LS2 8QB. 


Closing date is 13th September 2001. 


“WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY” 
The City Council has a No Smoking Policy 
FULL-TIME POST(S) SUITABLE FOR JOB SHARING 


For more information on jobs with Leeds City Council see www.leeds.gov.uk/vacancies 


SOMETHING TO SELL? 


DN’s linage is the best place to sell your disability equipment. 


Shropshire 


COUNTY COUNCIL 


COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT SERVICES DIRECTORATE 


ARTS DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 


(Part Time - 18.5 hours per week) 
SCALE SO1 - £9,885 to £10,539 per annum 
(Salary dependent upon qualifications and experience) 


e For sale 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


VW Caravelle 2.4, diesel, 1996 N, red. Lowering suspension, tip up forward facing rear seats, 
lowered rear access £12,250 
Renault Kangoo 1.9, diesel, 1998 S, white. Full lowered floor, WAV conversion (new) £8,995 
Ford Courier 1.8, diesel, 1997 R, 18k miles, white. New lowered floor, WAV conversion £10,495 
VW Transporter SWB 1.9, turbo diesel, 1995 M, green. 4 passengers, driver and wheelchair, 
WAV conversion £9,750 
Austin/Rover Montego 2.0, LXi, 1994 M, estate, auto, only 55k miles, very clean. Fitted with 
hand controls. £1,750 
Fiat Fiorino 1.3, petrol, 1993 L, 2 seats in rear, Universal Mobility WAV £2,895 


We are looking for a dynamic and self motivated arts professional, with 
experience of community arts projects, and strategic development in Visual 
Arts and Crafts and/or Literature. You will need to demonstrate strategic 
planning skills, resourcefulness and a real commitment to partnership. 


The post is based in the historic town of Shrewsbury with easy access to all 
parts of the outstanding countryside of Shropshire. We offer a competitive 
range of benefits, including excellent training and development 
opportunities, flexible working and contributory pension. 


New or ex-demo Renault Kangoo and Citroen Berlingo Multispace WAVs - call for prices and spec’. 
All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 


95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 
Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711, 

e-mail: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk | ( rl 
website: www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk wW CNC ples 

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR SALE 

2000 X Renault Kangoo, by Gleneagles £TBA 
2000 W Berlingo Chairman, 3,800 miles, lowering plus winch £11,500 
1999 T Trafic liberty, diesel, 14k miles plus air con’ £10,500 
1997 R Fiorino Chairman, diesel, 35k miles £6,250 
1997 P Toyota Powervan, diesel, 45k miles plus tail lift £9,995 


1996 N VW Caravelle 2.0, 64k miles with tail lift £9,995 
1995 M Escort Chairman, 31k miles £6,250 


Nissan Vanette Cargo plus Renault Trafic models Choice of 10 
Fiat Scudos by Universal Mobility Choice of 4 


For an informal discussion about this vacancy, please contact Gill Levick, 
Head of Arts on (01743) 255077. 


For further details and an application form please telephone (01743) 253011, 
quoting the appropriate reference number. Applications are returnable to:- 
The Director of Community & Environment, Shropshire County Council, The 
Shirehall, Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury SY2 6ND. 


Please quote reference No: 94/01 
Closing Date: Monday 17 September 2001 by 12.00 pm 

Hime Tackling Yout 
Interviews will be held on Friday 5th October 2001. brug Wisse 


& 
. Working for equal opportunities. The County 
Council has adopted a no smoking policy. 


LINAGE ADVERTS 


A selection of 35 WAVs from £2,750 fully serviced with warranty. Demo and delivery 
anywhere in UK mainland free. Part exchange and vehicles sought for purchase. 


Due to lack of space in this issue, there is no linage form. To place a 
linage advert, please use the forms in the August issue. Alternatively, 
please contact Patrick Durham-Matthews: 

Tel: 020 7619 7320, E-mail: patrick.durhammatthews@scope.org.uk 


CLARKE MOBILITY 
SNODLAND, KENT 


01634 243596 
www.gfclarke.co.uk 


For sale continues on page 43 
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¢ Recruitment (on pages 41 to 46) 


Neuro Trauma Advocate / Support Worker 


3 days per week Scale SCP S01 Pt 29 £22,416 
(pro rata 21 out of 35 hrs) 
6 months initially. Pension available 


The Disability Advocacy Network provides high quality 
services to disabled people living or working, within the 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets. Working within the 
social model of disability we strive to be an equal 
opportunities employer, applicants should have personal 
experience of disability and enjoy working in a fast 
moving multi-cultural environment. 


Preferably with previous experience of working with 
people with head injuries, applicants need to have good 
communication skills, excellent time management and be 
team players. It is essential to have previous advocacy 
experience or similar/equivalent background in 
supporting clients to have a “voice”. 


Sylheti and Somali speaking applicants and women are 
particularly welcome to apply as they are currently 
under-represented in our organisation. 


To request an application pack please telephone or write 
no later than 22 September 2001 quoting reference 
“NTA Sec” to :- 


Sakhawat Hussain 

Disability Advocacy Network 
40 Southern Grove 

London E3 4PX 

Tel 0208 980 2200 


LIVING OPTIONS DEVON 


(Registered Charity No. 1079649) 


DEVELOPMENT WORKER: 
DIRECT PAYMENTS NEW CHOICES PROJECT 


Salary in the range £19770 - £21078 
NJC APT&C Scale 6 SCP 19-21 


Fixed Term Contract Until March 2003 


New Choices is a project initiated by Torbay Council in 
partnership with Devon County Council, South Devon Disability 
Focus, NCIL and Living Options Devon. The aim is to get 
disabled people across South Devon actively involved in the 
development and delivery of support services to recipients of 
Direct Payments. 


Working closely with disabled people and recipients of Direct 
Payments, you will be responsible for developing a new 
organisation that is controlled and managed by disabled people. 
Part of your role will be to provide support, advice and 
information to Direct Payment recipients. Once established, 
the new organisation will provide this support. 


Besides energy and enthusiasm you must be able to demonstrate: 


> Acommitment to the principles of the social model of 
disability and Independent Living 

> Experience of establishing new organisations in the voluntary 
and independent sector 

> Ability to communicate effectively with disabled people, their 
supporters and professional workers 

> Good knowledge of Direct Payments 


For application forms and further information contact: - 
Administrator, Living Options Devon, Ashclyst Centre, Hospital Lane, 
Exeter, EX1 3RB, Email: livopsdev@aol.com 


This post is open to job share. 

Closing date for completed applications 21 September. 

Interviews will be held 1 October 2001. 

Ba: Living Options Devon is an 
ash Equal Opportunities Employer 

European Social Fund 


employer and we welcome applications from people with 
a disability. 


SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE 


Classified 43 


Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland (MACS): 
Convener and Committee Members 


Are you enthusiastic about transport issues? Do you have a vision of how access to transport for disabled people 
could be improved in the future? Could you advise Ministers on how this could be achieved and constructively 


challenge current policy? 


MACS, the Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland, will shortly be established to provide advice to Scottish 
Ministers on the transport needs of disabled people in Scotland. MACS will also be able to raise matters itself, 
and ask Ministers to explain policy and make recommendations for new or different policies. 

The Scottish Executive is currently seeking several members to serve on MACS, one to be appointed as 

its Convener. Ministers are keen to appoint individuals with a record of achievement in disability, transport 
and/or local government but applications will be considered from candidates with other relevant experience. 
Candidates will need to demonstrate that they will contribute to MACS, bring fresh ideas to discussions and 


think strategically and practically. An interest in and vision for improved access to transport for disabled people 


and the ability to relate experience gained elsewhere would be an advantage. There will be about 4 Committee 
meetings a year plus sub-committee meetings. The Convener will be expected to devote about 3 days a month 
and members about 1 to 2 days per month to MACS. Members will not be paid for their work on MACS, but 


travel, subsistence and other reasonable expenses will be reimbursed. 


The Scottish Executive is committed to promoting equality of opportunity, and places great emphasis on the 
importance of valuing diversity. Ministers are keen for MACS to reflect the community as a whole, and would 
welcome applications from a diverse range of people. Given the focus of MACS, on issues affecting disabled 
people, Ministers would particularly like to see this factor adequately reflected in its membership, and intend 
to make regulations that at least 50% of the Committee and its Convener should be disabled people. 

If you would like to be involved in the Committee, please contact Richard Lyall for an application pack at 


Area 2-F, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ; tel: 0131 244 0571; 


fax: 0131 244 0871; e:mail: Richard.Lyall@scotland.gsi.gov.uk. Alternatively you can find details on the Scottish 
Executive's Website, http:/Awww.scotland.gov.uk/government/publicappoint/vacancies.asp. The closing date 


for applications is Friday 2 November 2001. 


Appointments will initially be for 3 years, renewable at the discretion of Scottish Ministers. Appointments will 
be made on the basis of equal opportunities and on terms and conditions as Ministers determine. Applications 
are welcomed from all suitably qualified people regardless of race, gender, marital status, disability or sexual 
orientation. Applications from under-represented groups are actively encouraged. The Executive is committed 
to the principles of public appointments based on merit with independent assessment, openness and 
transparency of process. Political activity will not be a criterion for appointment but candidates 


must subscribe to the objectives of MACS. 
The recruitment will be carried out under the rules and guidance 
of the Commissioner for Public Appointments (OCPA). 


An Equal Opportunities Employer 


MACCLESFIELD & DISTRICT 
DISABILITY INFORMATION BUREAU 


Charity no. 1069163 


MANAGER 


NJC scale SO1/29. £19770 pro rata 
30hr post £16170 — flexible package 
(3 year fixed term contract) 


The Bureau requires a dynamic and innovative person to manage and develop our service. 


Must have experience of managing resources and people plus previous experience in the 
voluntary sector. 


If you feel you have the qualities and experience to take on this challenge, please send for 
an application form and further details from: 


Disability Information Bureau, Pierce Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 6ER. 
Tel: 01625 501759 (with answerphone), Fax: 01625 869685. 


Closing date for applications: 28 September 2001 
Interviews will be held week commencing 22 October 2001. 


The Disability Information Bureau is an equal opportunities 


COMMUNITY 
FUND 


e Courses 


Able and Disabled? 


At University College Oxford we welcome applications 
from students with disabilities. We have a special fund 
which can be used to make appropriate provision for 
students with disabilities both during the admissions 
process and while studying at the College. 


If you are interested in applying to University College, 
please tell us well in advance about the nature of your 
disability so that we can make arrangements to help you. 
If you would like to find out more about whether this fund 
can help you, please contact: 


Clare Drury 

University College os 
rFO¥ 

Oxford University 

OX! 4BH College 

E-mail: admissions@univ.ox.ac.uk Oxford 
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¢ Holidays 


Poole, Dorset 
3-bedroomed chalet in holiday complex 
with spacious wheelchair access, ramp etc. 
Dates available in Sept, Oct & Nov. 


Tel: 01525 634129 after 6pm 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


HOME WITH A HEART FOR 
DISABLED TRAVELLERS! 
SPACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW 
SITUATED ON GOLF COURSE. 

3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT INSTALLED), 
CABLE TV, FREE LOCAL TELEPHONE CALLS, 
FREE COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 

24 HR 'ON CALL' MANAGEMENT COMPANY. 
15 mins ORLANDO AIRPORT. 20 mins DISNEY. 
PARAPLEGIC OWNER. 

SUE FISHER, 5 PARK LANE, 
BROUGHTON PARK, SALFORD M7 4HT. 
TELIFAX: 0161 792 3029 


BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 

central for beaches and tourist attractions. 
Indoor heated swimming pool. 
More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


Continued on page 44 


e Courses 


Disabled Living Foundation 
provides a wide range of courses 
including: 


Moving & Handling People 
24-25 October 

Learning Disability Awareness 
2 October 

Introduction to Stroke 

29 November 

Falls Prevention 

4 October 


For further information contact 
DLF Training 

tel: 020 7289 6111 ext. 244 
minicom: 0870 603 9176 
e-mail: training @dlf.org.uk 


DisabilityNow September 2001 
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44 Classified 


¢ Holidays . 


Willow Cottage — The Black Isle, 5 mins drive Inverness. 
Beautifully equipped, Tourist Board 3 stars with 
Disability Award 2 
1 double, 1 twin, both ensuite. Situated on a working croft amid 
lovely scenery with wildlife park close by. Moray Firth dolphins, 
kites, buzzards, deer etc, and our Nessie! Inverness offers good 
food, cinema, theatre etc 
Brochure/details, tel: 01463 731455, website: 
www.culbincrofthouse.co.uk, e-mail: info@culbincrofthouse.co.uk 


Newlands Country House, Suffolk 
Purpose built grade 1 wheelchair accessible 
suites, 4 diamonds. All rooms en-suite, tv. 

Ample carparking, large garden. Mid-week breaks 

available. For details tel: 01502 722164 
www.SmoothHound.com 


JERSEY 

La Rocco SeEtF-CaTeRING APARTMENTS 

Offering panoramic views over St Ouens 
Bay. New apartments with disabled facilities, 

accommodating 2-8 persons 
For free brochure: 
tel: 01534 743378, fax: 01534 746844, 
e-mail: larocco@localdial.com 

website: http://jerseyisland.com/stbrelade/larocco 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. Book now for 2001. 
Call or fax Ed Passant on 0208 885 4971 or 
e-mail: ed.passant@mail.com 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including indoor heated pool. 
Take-away meals delivered and equipment loan 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 

Tel (01924) 499220. 


Shaftesbury, Dorset. Award winning holiday cottages, 
cat 1, 2 and 3. Working family farm in beautiful countryside. 
“Best views in Dorset’, tremendous character, log fires, C.H 

old beams. Accessible swimming, some aids and support services 

available. Colour brochure. Mrs Sue Smart, Hartgrove Farm, 

Hartgrove, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 OJY, tel: 01747 811830, 

fax: 01747 811066, e-mail: cottages@hartgrovefarm.co.uk 
www. hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


BRYN MEIRION GUEST HOUSE 
Amlwch Road, Benllech, 
Anglesey, North Wales, LL74 8SR 
Tel: 01248 853118 


Hotel adapted for wheelchair users. Ensuite 
rooms including two specialised rooms with 
electric ceiling hoists and electric beds. Book 
now to avoid disappointment. Dine at Dragons 
Nest for your evening meal. 


| Porth West Wales Peninsula 
Olde Worlde cottage, 3 bedrooms, wheelchair 
accessible. Beams and modern comfort. Open 
all year. Visit our website: www.rhydolion.co.uk, 


or contact Mrs C Morris, 
tel: 01758 712342 for colour brochure 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 

facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 

breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 

! unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 

Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 


Lots of villas, farmhouses, at 
bungalows, hotels, B&B, carhire <-% 
with hand controls, adapted $a 
vans and plenty to see and do. 
Contact: David Player 

Tel: 00 351 289 393636 4 
Fax: 00 351 289 397448 E-mail: arene: pt 


Ashwellithorpe Hall Hotel nr Norwich 
BOOK YOUR AUTUMN BREAK NOW 


“Listed manor house *Vast grounds *Ceiling hoists 
*Wheelchair accessible throughout 
*Friendly atmosphere *Good food 


Tel: 01508 489324 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 41 to 46) 


Salford Volunteer Bureau (a project of Salford cvs) 


Volunteering Development Worker (Outreach) 35hpw 

Salary range: £17,823 - £21,078 (NJC APT&C scale 6/SO1) 
Volunteering Development Worker (Inclusive Volunteering) 21hpw 
Salary range: £17,823 - £21,078 (NJC APT&C scale 6/501) 


Administrative Worker 28hpw 
Salary range: £13,764 - £15,342 be APT&C scale By 


Salford Volunteer Bureau is develoning an exciting new once ie Active Citizens 
Project. The focus of the project will be to develop outreach points throughout the City 
and to promote inclusion in volunteering. 

Do you want to join us? 

Initial funding for the Outreach and Administrative posts is until November 2004. 
Initial funding for the Inclusive post is until September 2004. All posts are funded by 
the Community Fund. 

Closing date for applications (all posts): Monday 17" September 2001. 

For an application pack contact us specifying which post(s) you are interested in: 
Salford CVS, The Old Town Hall, Off Irwell Place, Eccles, M30 OEJ 


Tel: 0161 787 7795, Fax: 0161 789 0818 
E-mail: salford.cvs@zen.co.uk 


Registered Charity: 519361, Company Limited by Guarantee: 1948293 


Cc oe 


Ownership Options in Scotland 


sien, 


Housing Options Broker Ownership 
(P/T or job share), £16,173 — 22,959 Options 
(pro rata — up to 18 hours/week) a, re o> 

co an 


Placing according to qualifications and experience. 


We are a charity aiming to create inclusion and equal access for disabled people to 
home ownership. 


You will be excited at the prospect of pioneering and co-ordinating housing solutions 
from start to finish, providing expert advice and information and working with 
disabled people and their families, Scottish Homes, local authorities and the private 
sector. You must be a lateral thinker with a flexible “can do” approach, able to work 
on your own initiative; understand the barriers facing disabled people in the housing 
market; and have excellent communication, numerical and interpersonal skills. 


Applications from disabled people are particularly welcome. Secondments considered. 


Further details from: Ownership Options in Scotland, Unit 2, John Cotton Centre, 
10 Sunnyside, Edinburgh EH7 5RA, tel: 0131 661 3400, e-mail: oois@talk21.com 


Closing date: 10 September 2001 


BBC Extend 


Providing BBC work placements for talented 
disabled people 


Paid Work Placement Opportunities for People 
with Disabilities 


Extend is an annual scheme, which offers disabled people an opportunity to 
gain 12 weeks paid experience in a wide variety of business units across the 
BBC. Extend offers numerous challenging placements in programme-making 
and programme-support areas. Placements on offer include Broadcast 
Assistants, Assistant Broadcast Journalists, Researchers, Web/IT Assistants, 
Marketing/Publicity Assistants, Finance Assistants, Contract Assistants and 
many more. 


Placements commencing in November 2001, are available across the whole of 
the BBC within the UK - including London, Bristol, Nottingham, Leeds, 
Manchester, Newcastle and Northern Ireland (Belfast). As well as matching 
the criteria for the individual placement, you will need to demonstrate an 
interest in broadcasting and knowledge of BBC output. Excellent 
interpersonal, communication and team working skills are essential. 


Candidates will have to undergo a selection process. Please note that only 
people with disabilities will be considered for these placements. 


For further details and an application form, contact 

BBC Recruitment Services by Ist October (quote ref: 51753/DI 
and give your name and address). Tel: 0870 333 1330. 
Textphone: 020 8225 9878. Postcard: PO Box 7000, 

London WIA 6GJ. E-mail: recserv@bbc.co.uk 

Online: www.bbc.co.uk/jobs/e51753.shtml Closes: 5th October. 


BI BIC) 


Working for equality of opportunity 


State of the Art 


New holiday bungalows designed for 
disabled people. O/head tracking, 
electric hoists, Hi/lo beds, 
fully equipped. 


Brochure from Strode Park 
Foundation, Herne CT6 7NE 
tel: 01227 373292 
fax:01227 742805 
e-mail: info@strodepark.org.com 


Open all year round 


4 Star self catering cottages on animal park in 
North Wales. Fully wheelchair accessible with 
all services for disabled people, 2 miles from 
the beach. Three quarters hour drive from 
Snowdonia National Park. 01407 711433. 


Brent Association of Disabled People (BADP) 


would like to recruit a 


Welfare Rights Officer Vk 


Hours: 35 per week. 
Salary range: S01 (£19,770-£21,078 + £2,646 LW.) 


The person appointed will be: 


* Highly motivated and a specialist in disability benefits to tribunal level; 

« Have a commitment to the social model of disability; 

+ Have comprehensive knowledge of the legislation that affects disabled 
people’s benefits. 


Closing date for receipt of applications: 5pm Friday 21 September 2001. 
Interview Date: 9 October 2001. 


Application Pack available from: 
The Administrator 

Brent Association of 

Disabled People 

154 Harlesden pee 

London 

NW10 3RX. 


Tel: 020 8451 3822 ext 223 
Minicom: 020 8451 3822 ext 222 
Fax: 020-8451-7803 

Email: badp@pop3.poptel.org.uk 


Please state format required 
e.g. Large Print, Braille or disk. 
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KCIL¢ 


KINGSTON CENTRE FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING (KCIL) 


KCIL is a dynamic well-established member-led organisation of disabled 
people offering a number of services focusing on independent living. We 
require disabled people for the following three posts: 


“O15 hy> 


Director - 35 hrs per week (Full Time) 

Salary PO1 (37) £26,157 

You will work with the Executive Committee and lead a strong dedicated staff 
team and volunteers to develop a number of services within the CIL. You will 
have responsibility for fundraising, developing partnerships throughout the 
borough and establishing an independent living advocacy scheme. 


You will have sound management skills, experience of working with service 
users, volunteers and an Executive Committee, a commitment to the social 
model of disability and the philosophy of independent living. You should also 
have an understanding of the voluntary, statutory and health sectors and 
knowledge of current disability legislation. 


Access and Information Officer - 25 hrs per week 

Salary SO1 (29) £21,171 (Pro-rata) 

You will work with volunteers to provide a comprehensive information and 
advice service on a wide range of disability issues. You will also have 
responsibility for advising on access issues, facilitation of the Access 
Committee and promotion of the Access Award Scheme. 


The successful candidate will have experience of providing disability related 
information and advice for disabled people, working with volunteers and a 
sound knowledge of relevant legislation. 


Independent Living Scheme Administrative Assistant 

Salary - Scale 4 (18) £15,171 (Pro rata) 14 hours per week 

We require a person with excellent general office support and computer skills 
along with a good standard of literacy to provide administrative support 
within an established team. An ability to be flexible and responsible is 
essential along with a good understanding of disability issues. 


For further details and an application form on any of the above posts (please 
state preferred format - large print, Braille, audio) telephone 020 8255 2444, 
fax 020 8255 2441, email eddie_kadp@yahoo.com or write to KCIL, Siddeley 
House, 50 Canbury Park Road, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6LX 


Closing date for applications: Friday 14" September 2001. 
All posts offered initially on one-year contracts - subject to continued funding. 


Wanted 


Voluntary committee members 


Our Supported 

Housing Committee 

is seeking new voluntary 

members who have interest and expertise in 


housing and support services for vulnerable people. 


For an application pack, contact = 5 ‘ (WES M 
Zoé Panting on 020 7288 4142. BVVE 
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COMMISSIONERS FOR THE DISABILITY RIGHTS 
COMMISSION : 


The Secretary of State for Work and Pensions invites applications from suitably qualified 
candidates to fill vacancies due to arise in early 2002 on the Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC). 


The DRC is an independent statutory body, established by the DRC Act 1999 and 
sponsored by the Department for Work and Pensions, to work towards the elimination of 
discrimination against disabled people. 


Applicants will have: imagination and analytical skills; the ability to think both 
independently and strategically and exercise sound judgement in a sensitive environment; 
experience of committees and working as part of a team; excellent interpersonal and 
communication skills; and a sound understanding of and commitment to equalisation of 
opportunity for disabled people. An understanding of the needs and ways of working of 
one or more of the following sectors will be important because these are the DRC’s key 
stakeholders: small and medium sized businesses, the public sector, and the voluntary 
sector in particular organisations of and for disabled people. 


Applicants will be expected to spend at least 20 days a year on Commission business. 
They will receive a daily fee (presently set at £134) and payment for travel and other 
expenses. 


Applications are particularly welcome from disabled people, women and members of 
ethnic minority groups and from those with a business background. 


For further information and an application form, please send a postcard bearing your name, 
address and reference “DRC COMM” to: 


Mrs Alex Daventry-Claridge, Level 5, Caxton House, 6-12 Tothill Street, London, SW1H 
QNF or e-mail: pba.team@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 

Alternatively you can leave a message on the minicom answering service: 0207 273 4921 or 
On Our answering service: 0207 273 5915. 


A copy of this advertisement and the recruitment pack are available on request in Braille, on 
audio tape, in large print and in Welsh. 


COMPLETED APPLICATION FORMS SHOULD BE RETURNED BY FRIDAY 12 OCTOBER 


THE DEPARTMENT FOR WORK AND PENSIONS IS COMMITTED peat Depart ment for 
TO MAKING APPOINTMENTS ON MERIT BY FAIR AND OPEN HH 


PROCESSES, TAKING ACCOUNT OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES — Wo rk an d Pe ns i ons 


The name may have changed, but our priorities haven't. Formerly the National Lottery 
Charities Board, we're still committed to using our insight and experience to offer grants that help 
those at greatest disadvantage in society, and that improve quality of life in the community. 


Senior Awards Officer 
£22,000 - £26,000 


(pay review pending) ‘AWARDS 


Exeter FOR ALL 


Awards for All gives simple, fast lottery grants between 
£500 - £5,000 with priority to small local groups. We aim to 
fund a variety of arts, charities, sports, heritage activities and 
events that bring people together as a community. 

You'll be an outgoing administrative professional with a 
positive attitude, you'll consider award applications and apply 
your problem-solving skills to any particularly complex and 
difficult judgements. You will also manage complex grants 
once they are made. 

There is a high volume of work to process, so you must be 
able to maintain high standards. Liaising with people at all levels 
from external bodies and other agencies, applicant organisations 
and people throughout the organisation will form a major part of 
your role, You'll deal with them by phone and in person, so good 
communication and motivational skills are essential. Ref: 01/162 


Grants Officer 
£18,000 - £26,000 (pay review pending) 
Exeter / part-time (22.5hrs p/w) 


This role is central to our success. Making recommendations 
on whether individual grant applications should receive funds 
is an exceptionally rewarding role, with the opportunity to 
develop unique skills. 

Assessing the merits of an application, you'll balance how 
closely a project meets our funding priorities against the 
standards of financial and project management it offers. 


You'll contact applicants giving the appropriate attention to 
both large and small organisations. 

Providing the grant-making committee with the relevant, 
comprehensive evidence needed to make a sound judgement, 
you'll manage grants through the entire project lifecycle. That 
means making the offer and managing a live case-load of 
successful grants. 

It is unlikely that the successful applicant would have less 
than 2 years' experience in a role that demands excellent 
organisational, analytical and interpersonal skills. You'll 
demonstrate sound judgement with every decision you make. 
Ref: 01/178 


A rapidly evolving organisation, we're committed to personal 
and professional development, so you'll have the opportunity 
to build useful skills. On top of the reward that comes from 
helping charitable organisations of every type, we'll offer 
you a competitive salary and benefits package including a non- 
contributory pension. 


Please contact us for an application form quoting the 
appropriate reference number at Community Fund, PO Box 
403, Preston Central PR1 3FP. Call 08707 515152 (8.00am 
to 8.00pm - voicemail outside these hours) or minicom for 
people with hearing impairments 0845 7556656. Email: 
recruitmentcf@ltfs.co.uk Please note that we are able to 
receive CVs and reasonable alternative methods of 
applying from disabled people. For further information 
please visit our website: www.community-fund.org.uk 


Closing date: 28 September 2001. 


Positively committed to equal opportunity. 
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London Borough of Camden 
Environment Department 


Access Officer 


£26,097 to £28,119 pa 
3 years fixed term contract 


Camden Council is committed to incorporating access facilities in its 
programmes for the future involving major projects such as the 
regeneration of Kings Cross. 


You will take responsibility for the provision of technical advice to 
ensure that access to the built environment continues to improve and 
that good practice on access issues is promoted by the council. 


You must be able to demonstrate knowledge, awareness and 
understanding of access issues and legislation in relation to the 
built environment with an ability to find practical solutions when 
advising on improvements. Knowledge of technical requirements 
and standards relating to access is therefore essential. 


Camden values the diversity of its community and aims to have a 
workforce, which reflects this. We therefore encourage applications 
from all sections of the community. 


To receive further information and an application form please 
telephone the Environment recruitment line (24 hours) on 020 7974 
6115, Minicom 020 7974 5859, E-mail your name and postal address 
to advertising@camden.gov.uk or write to Camden Advertising, Room 
19, Town Hall, Judd St, London WC1H 9JE. 


Please quote reference number 6/490/W2 
Closing date: 22nd October 2001 


— = Camden (¢ dy 


www.camden.gov.uk INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


e Services 


Payday Services Limited 


Payday Services provides payroll services for voluntary and non-profit 
making organisations, home carers, charities (no VAT) and SMEs. 
We do everything necessary for you to pay 
obi ho 


our employees correctly. Hope 
OUP eM pO Vers COMeCrY {88 


“55 
as ys 


The Studio, Benefield Road, Brigstock NN14 3ES 
hel-.01536737 3 lap ax: 01536373123 
Web: www.paydayservices.co.uk 


MUSIC 

TTISH CHARITY. SCO28950 
hamanic 
tudio's EDUCATIONAL 
TRUE LIFE RECORDING SERVICE eae oA 


STORIES FREE FOR THOSE WITH 
DISABIELTLEES 


Contact graham clark on Tel: — 01343 540433 

26, Langstane Place, New Elgin, Morayshire, 

Scotland, 1V30 6D. Wi. StUiOX freeserve.co.UK 

Mobile service can record in your own home 

Access to state of the art synthesizers 
Access to post production to CD 
Access to P.A. system 
Access to Digital recording equipment LOTTERY 


CHARITIES 
BOARD 


Scotland 


THEATRE 
CREATIVE 
WRITING 


NEED A TRANSLATION? 
| may be able fo help. French or Spanish into 
English. No charge for small assignments. 
Standard rate £30 per 1000 words. 
Contact Emily Shields, tel/fax: 01489 894289, 
e-mail: emily.shields@btinternet.com 


Dolphin e Website maintenance 
Internet ° Competitive prices 
Services ¢ Website design 


e Website hosting 
¢ Graphic design 


Specialist providers of website 


COMMUNITY 
FUND 


Lottery money making a difference 


Community Fund is the operating name 
of the National Lottery Charities Board 


design for charitable organisations 
and small businesses. For a friendly 


and reliable service, phone us to 
arrange a no obligation interview. 


Does your organisation need 
a website? Phone us TODAY 
(01344) 481653 or 0780 1171814 
For a FREE information pack 


Sales and services to all makes of 
wheelchair taillifts and elevators, 
Loler 98 servicing, repairs all on site, 
mobile engineers, nationwide 
coverage, 24 hours breakdown 
service, main dealer for Ricon UK 
and Concorde elevators. 


Tel: 0161 281 3264 
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¢ Recruitment (on page 41 to 46) 


Look at the 


difference 


If you're looking for an employer that really 
values you as an individual, congratulations - 
you've found one. At Barking and Dagenham, 
we’re positive about diversity, because we 
know our mixture of cultures, ages, levels of 
ability and gender actually strengthens our 
team. And by reflecting the makeup of our 
community, we’ll be better able to provide 
sensitive, relevant and accessible services 
to meet its needs. 


This year we won three Charter Marks and 
received commendations at the Local 
Government Chronicle Awards. Our Social 
Services have improved dramatically and we 


Employment Support 
for Disabled People 


The Employment Service can provide employment and job retention advice to disabled 
people who are facing additional employment barriers associated with their disability. 


Disability Employment Advisers (DEAs) can provide: 


employment assessment 
job seeking advice and support 


information on specialist employment programmes for disabled people 


advice on remaining in work 


For more information get in touch with your local Jobcentre 


WEST OF ENGLAND COALITION OF DISABLED PEOPLE 


require a 
Disabled Person for the post 


NORTH SOMERSET DISABILITY EQUALITY 
& PUBLIC PARTICIPATION OFFICER 


Apt & C pt 29-31 £19,770 - £21,078 


35 hours per week 30 days annual leave 
pension scheme 


WECODP is a well-established community development campaigning 
organisation wholly managed and staffed by Disabled people working to 
challenge discrimination against Disabled people wherever it arises and to 
support Disabled people to represent themselves. 


This post has been commissioned from WECODP by North Somerset Health 
and Social Services. The postholder will work to enable and support 
Disabled people and their organisations in North Somerset to express their 
views and opinions about the issues effecting them in health and social 
care, promote Disability Equality and advise Health & Social Services on 
developing and implementing good practice in public consultation and 
participation. 


We are committed toward Equal Opportunities and we particularly welcome 
applications from Disabled people who experience simultaneous oppression. 


To request an application pack phone Berni on 0117 942 0721 at: 
The Yard, 6 Sommerville Road, Bishopston, BRISTOL BS7 9AA or e-mail 
us at: wecodp@talk21.com 


Closing date for applications: Wednesday 26t September 2001 
Shortlisting will take place the week beginning 1st October 2001 
Interviews will take place the week beginning 8th October 2001 


Working Together For Our Right To Equality 


Employment ® 


Service 


ACTION AND RIGHTS OF DISABLED PEOPLE “a eno a 
IN NEWHAM a wo gS 


Are seeking to appoint a disabled person as an Administrative Worker for 
their Newham Independent Living Scheme Project. 


20 Hours per week 
Scale 5.22 - 6.28 Salary: £10,393 - £10,962 inc L/W 


Newham Independent Living Scheme has been set up to enable disabled 
people to obtain Direct Payments. Your remit will be to support the 
Development Workers in all aspects of ensuring that the scheme runs 
effectively. Action and Rights are striving to be an Equal Opportunities 
Employer. 


Closing Date: Friday 28'” September 2001 
Please request application form enclosing a large SAE from: 
Pam Iveson 
Action and Rights of Disabled People in Newham 
c/o Community Links 
105 Barking Road 
Canning Town 
London 
E16 4HO 


DISCLAIMER 


CORPORATION 
OF LONDON 


DN is not responsible for claims made in the adverts it prints. 
Readers are advised to check claims with advertisers before 
relying on them. 


are developing innovative partnerships with 
the local Health Authority. Our schools are 
amongst the fastest improving in the Country. 
We are at the heart of the Thames Gateway 
regeneration project. These achievements 
are just the beginning, as we continue to 
strive for excellence, working with our 
community and strategic partners. 


We're regularly recruiting across the board. 
To find out more about us and the roles we have 
on offer, visit us at www.barking-dagenham.gov.uk 
Opportunities to join us are also advertised 
in local, national or trade press, as well as 
at local job centres. 


The London Borough of 


Barking & Dagenham 


WORKING TOWARDS EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


ALPHATALKERS - 
DELTATALKERS 
ALWAYS WANTED. 
Any condition, good prices paid. 
Call Liberator 01476 550391 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


gue Extra Strong Playpens. 
AN pro Extra Large Stairgates. 
ye Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Gravesham Mobility 


“We care for your care” 


e Mobility scooters 
e Stairlifts 
e All invalid accessories 


01474 564897 


38-40 Perry Street 
Northfleet 


ath et 
DEADLINES 


October classified 
deadlines: 

Booking:14 September 
Copy: 18 September 


CONDITIONS 


All adverts must comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice. 


Box Numbers can be requested for 
non-personal adverts. However, it 
may limit the response to it. If 
you want to advertise documents, 
goods or services contact Richard 
Gresham (tel: 020 7619 7336) or 
Patrick Durham-Matthews (tel: 020 
7619 7320), fax: 020 7619 7331. 


Linage adverts can only be used by 
private individuals. All commercial 
enquiries must be addressed to 
Richard Gresham. 


DN cannot except responsibility 
for loss or damage of adverts or 
letters during forwarding. It is the 
responsibility of the advertiser to 
check the content of their advert, 
and to ensure any abbreviations 
cannot be misunderstood. 
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Back to school in style 


now someone who gets the back to school blues? Whilst many of you parents out there may be 
breathing a big sigh of relief as the new term approaches, younger members of the family are 
ess keen to see their summer holidays fade away. Not only have you got to put up with their 
long faces, but no doubt you’ll also be badgered into the usual shopping expedition to buy all the right 
gear for the new school year. 
Why not try your luck at raising a smile and saving yourself some cash at the same time? Courtesy of 
Debenham’s, Paperchase and Woolworths, we’ve got some stylish latest-edition school gear that can’t 
fail to impress the most fashion-conscious kids. 


Peeebee IN eA MS 


ou want to keep them safe and their 

schoolbooks dry, so have a go at grabbing one 

of 10 free Debenhams rucksacks with 
reflective flap, worth £10. 

For kids who want to be at the height of fashion 
in and out of the classroom, Debenhams 
schoolwear is a must-see this season — just 
check out their Classic range and the 

new JASPER ; CONRAN 
* collection. The designer range 
is every mother’s dream, with 
selected items featuring minimum iron and tumble- 
dry qualities. 

When parents spend £25 on schoolwear they 
will receive a £5 voucher to spend on any full 

price childrenswear (this ends on 8.9.2001). 
For more information call Debenhams Direct 
(catalogue), tel: 0845 609 9099 

Store enquiries: 020 7408 4444 

Website: www.debenhams.com 


aperchase, probably best known 
for its vast selection of cards and 
gift wrappings, also has a 
growing reputation for innovative 
stationery — modern or retro — you 
will find ranges to suit all tastes 
and at realistic prices. Paperchase 
is offering five lucky DN readers a 
stationery set, worth £6, from their 
back to school range which is in 
store now (right). 

Their flagship store offers you 
three floors of stationery heaven 
and a wheelchair accessible, one- 
stop shop for those who love to 
get creative. 

Paperchase, 

213-215 Tottenham Court Road, 
London WIT 9PS, 

tel: 020 7467 6200, 

e-mail: write@paperchase.co.uk 


WOOLWORTHS 


lternatively, have a go at grabbing a funky 
classroom kit available at Woolworth’s stores now. 
These colourful and stylish stationery holder sets 
include a student file (like an A4 portfolio, left), and a cool 
transparent ring binder to keep work tidy and safe. and are 
ee Worth £10 a set, but free to 10 lucky DN readers. 
VY Woolworth’s Head Office 
242-246 Marylebone Road 
London, NW1 6JL 
Stockists, tel: 01706 862789 
www.woolworths.co.uk 
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DN next month 


NICK JONES 
Rob Williams, Boe ical designer at Barclays Bank, designing 
their internet banking site (DN July 2000). 


@ POWERBIKING 


Allan Sutherland checks out power-assisted cycles. 


©@ GET IT RIGHT 
DN’s update on the world of IT. 


@ ANIMAL MAGIC 


Pets can perk you up. 


All the best news, views, jobs and offers. On sale 29 September. 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


1 (Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
i Please reserve me a regular copy of O 
1 Disability Now until further notice 


° Please deliver a copy of Disability Now O 
ito my home address 


; Name: Sap oe ea toe ok hy ee ener 
ACCESS Hr tas Me eee, emer res : 


POSICOC Gian et crys cn ents aod eee atte I 
1 I 


Signature: sche ea Ee OES REL LNY Sree ae 


| To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is 
| published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, Londons , 
I 

i 


N7 9PW. 


rt is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart , 
i Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 


Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. ; 
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that puts you in the picture 


www. disabilitynow.org.uk 


igning newspaper 
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The campa 
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la Services 
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fail users 


AYyit§ p41-46 and on our webs 


Government advisers 
t drug plea 


Rival organisations 
rejec 


hit dead end 


£1.80 September 2001 


V The widest choice of quality marques 


LUXUY Interiors aS Standard 


i VA he highest levels of ¢ 
V4 Independently safety tested 
rained exp 


/ ie : 
Y superbe 
f _/ “Wo obligation” test drives from your Y vu 
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S VA Never more than a phone call ¢ 


| Sions always in stock 


At Lewis Reed, we don’t simply build quality wheelchair accessible “Tl wanted 
vehicles, we tailor them to your most specific needs. With easy access features. Beatie 7 bins ss 
Superb visibility. Superior comfort. And exceptional levels of safety. aed een ern Ae 


Through our flexible deposit plan and ownership schemes, we can also 


make it easier for you to choose the vehicle that best suits you. Whilst our 


friendly after-sales service is never more than a phone call away. 


ye. Se aor: : : 1S0 9001 
So if you're looking for a vehicle built around real customer service, send mama core 4 


AVAILABLE ey on 
. ‘ 5 , 4 *This is a trademark of motability 
ee ays) Se, ey, SRR creep dias Se 3 Pac. 1PM eae ON MOTABILITY 
for a brochure today. And discover for yourself how nothing less than a CONTRACTIRE. | registred charity no.299745 
ee peereccnntae OR HIRE PURCHASE 4 
_— ny SCHEMES 


Lewis Reed Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle will do. 
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